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Ishac entered, he and his company, and seating themselves in the place of honour, amused themselves by looking on the slave-girls and mamelukes
and watching how they were sold, till the sale came to an end, when some of the folk went away and other some sat. Then said the slave-dealer,
'Let none sit with us except him who buyeth by the thousand [dinars] and upwards.' So those who were present withdrew and there remained none
but Er Reshid and his company; whereupon the slave-dealer called the damsel, after he had caused set her a chair of fawwak, (170) furnished with
Greek brocade, and it was as she were the sun shining in the clear sky. When she entered, she saluted and sitting down, took the lute and smote
upon it, after she had touched its strings and tuned it, so that all present were amazed. Then she sang thereto the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? d. The
Eldest Lady's Story lxiii.Now, by the ordinance of God the Most High, a company of thieves fell in upon a caravan hard by that mountain and made
prize of that which was with them of merchandise. Then they betook themselves to the mountain, so they might share their booty, and looking at
the foot thereof, espied the gown of brocade. So they descended, to see what it was, and finding the child wrapped therein and the gold laid at his
head, marvelled and said, "Extolled be the perfection of God! By what wickedness cometh this child here?" Then they divided the money between
them and the captain of the thieves took the boy and made him his son and fed him with sweet milk and dates, till he came to his house, when he
appointed him a nurse, who should rear him..Now the king had a brother, whom he had imprisoned in that pit of old time, and he had died [there];
but the folk of the realm thought that he was alive, and when his [supposed] imprisonment grew long, the king's officers used to talk of this and of
the tyranny of the king, and the report spread abroad that the king was a tyrant, wherefore they fell upon him one day and slew him. Then they
sought the well and brought out Abou Sabir therefrom, deeming him the king's brother, for that he was the nearest of folk to him [in favour] and the
likest, and he had been long in the prison. So they doubted not but that he was the prince in question and said to him, 'Reign thou in thy brother's
room, for we have slain him and thou art king in his stead.' But Abou Sabir was silent and spoke not a word; and he knew that this was the issue of
his patience. Then he arose and sitting down on the king's throne, donned the royal raiment and discovered justice and equity and the affairs [of the
realm] prospered [in his hand]; wherefore the folk obeyed him and the people inclined to him and many were his troops..So King Suleiman Shah
made answer unto Caesar with 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then he arose and despatched her to him, and Cassar went in to her and found her
overpassing the description wherewithal they had described her to him; wherefore he loved her with an exceeding love and preferred her over all
his women and his love for Suleiman Shah was magnified; but Shah Khatoun's heart still clave to her son and she could say nought. As for
Suleiman Shah's rebellious son, Belehwan, when he saw that Shah Khatoun had married the king of the Greeks, this was grievous to him and he
despaired of her. Meanwhile, his father Suleiman Shah kept strait watch over the child and cherished him and named him Melik Shah, after the
name of his father. When he reached the age of ten, he made the folk swear fealty to him and appointed him his heir apparent, and after some days,
[the hour of] the old king's admission [to the mercy of God] drew near and he died..? ? ? ? ? I clipped her (118) in mine arms and straight grew
drunken with the scent Of a fresh branch that had been reared in affluence and content..?THE TENTH OFFICER'S STORY..As he was thus,
behold, Aamir called out to him and said, "O my lord, come to my help, or I am a dead man!" So El Abbas went up to him and found him cast
down on his back and chained with four chains to four pickets of iron. He loosed his bonds and said to him, "Go before me, O Aamir." So he fared
on before him a little, and presently they looked, and behold, horsemen making to Zuheir's succour, to wit, twelve thousand cavaliers, with Sehl
ben Kaab in their van, mounted upon a jet-black steed. He charged upon Aamir, who fled from him, then upon El Abbas, who said, "O Aamir,
cleave fast to my horse and guard my back." Aamir did as he bade him, whereupon El Abbas cried out at the folk and falling upon them, overthrew
their braves and slew of them nigh two thousand cavaliers, whilst not one of them knew what was to do nor with whom he fought. Then said one of
them to other, "Verily, the king is slain; so with whom do we wage war? Indeed ye flee from him; so do ye enter under his banners, or not one of
you will be saved.".?Story of King Bihkerd..King Ibrahim and his Son, Story of, i. 138..I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed, ii.
255..The Eleventh Day..? ? ? ? ? i. The Woman who made her Husband sift Dust dlxxxii.14. Khelif the Fisherman (227) cccxxi.When the damsel
heard these verses, she wept till her clothes were drenched and drew near the old woman, who said to her, 'Knowest thou such an one?' And wept
and said, 'He is my lord. Whence knowest thou him?' 'O my lady,' answered the old woman, 'sawst thou not the madman who came hither yesterday
with the old woman? He was thy lord. But this is no time for talk. When it is night, get thee to the top of the palace [and wait] on the roof till thy
lord come to thee and contrive for thy deliverance.' Then she gave her what she would of perfumes and returning to the chamberlain, acquainted
him with that which had passed, and he told the youth..53. King Kelyaad (231) of Hind and his Vizier Shimas dcix.? ? ? ? ? Your coming
to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and banisheth sorrow and bale;.There was once in
the land [of Egypt and] the city of Cairo, [under the dynasty] of the Turks, (84) a king of the valiant kings and the exceeding mighty Sultans, by
name El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdari. (85) He was used to storm the Islamite strongholds and the fortresses of the Coast (86)
and the Nazarene citadels, and the governor of his [capital] city was just to the folk, all of them. Now El Melik ez Zahir was passionately fond of
stories of the common folk and of that which men purposed and loved to see this with his eyes and hear their sayings with his ears, and it befell that
he heard one night from one of his story-tellers (87) that among women are those who are doughtier than men of valour and greater of excellence
and that among them are those who will do battle with the sword and others who cozen the quickest-witted of magistrates and baffle them and
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bring down on them all manner of calamity; whereupon quoth the Sultan, 'I would fain hear this of their craft from one of those who have had to do
theiewith, so I may hearken unto him and cause him tell.' And one of the story-tellers said, 'O king, send for the chief of the police of the town.'.? ?
? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.May the place of my session ne'er lack thee! Oh, why, iii. 118.? ? ? ? ? And high is my
repute, for that I wounded aforetime My lord, (215) whom God made best of all the treaders of the clay..Thereupon the king went in to his mother
and questioned her of his father, and she told him that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it
pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand
of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means
whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price,
such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a
merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that
thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".Tai, En
Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..Therewith King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath
delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the
vizier returned to order and well-being and the king restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had
missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht,
with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the
righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with
longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence
and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past, wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of
my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good
fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).? ? ? ? ? Between mine eyes and wake ye have your dwelling-place, and thus My tears flow
on unceasingly, my sighs know no relent..? ? ? ? ? Of spies, "How long, O scoffer, wilt mock at my despair, As 'twere God had created nought else
whereat to jeer?".? ? ? ? ? How many, in Yemameh, (64) dishevelled widows plain! How many a weakling orphan unsuccoured doth remain,.Ninth
Officer's Story, The, ii. 167..? ? ? ? ? If slaves thou fain wouldst have by thousands every day Or, kneeling at thy feet, see kings of mickle might,.8.
Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxiii.There was once a man of Nishapour, (1) who had a wife of the utmost loveliness and piety, and he was
minded to set out on the pilgrimage. So he commended his wife to the care of his brother and besought him to aid her in her affairs and further her
to her desires till he should return, so they both abode alive and well. Then he took ship and departed and his absence was prolonged. Meanwhile,
the brother went in to his brother's wife, at all times and seasons, and questioned her of her circumstances and went about her occasions; and when
his visits to her were prolonged and he heard her speech and looked upon her face, the love of her gat hold upon his heart and he became distraught
with passion for her and his soul prompted him [to evil]. So he besought her to lie with him, but she refused and chid him for his foul deed, and he
found him no way unto presumption; (2) wherefore he importuned her with soft speech and gentleness..Three men once went out in quest of riches
and came upon a block of gold, weighing a hundred pounds. When they saw it, they took it up on their shoulders and fared on with it, till they drew
near a certain city, when one of them said, 'Let us sit in the mosque, whilst one of us goes and buys us what we may eat." So they sat down in the
mosque and one of them arose and entered the city. When he came therein, his soul prompted him to play his fellows false and get the gold for
himself alone. So he bought food and poisoned it; but, when he returned to his comrades, they fell upon him and slew him, so they might enjoy the
gold without him. Then they ate of the [poisoned] food and died, and the gold abode cast down over against them..As for the princess Mariyeh,
when she returned to her palace, she bethought herself concerning the affair of El Abbas, repenting her of that which she had done, and the love of
him took root in her heart. So, when the night darkened upon her, she dismissed all her women and bringing out the letters, to wit, those which El
Abbas had written, fell to reading them and weeping. She gave not over weeping her night long, and when she arose in the morning, she called a
damsel of her slave-girls, Shefikeh by name, and said to her, "O damsel, I purpose to discover to thee mine affair, and I charge thee keep my secret;
to wit, I would have thee betake thyself to the house of the nurse, who used to serve me, and fetch her to me, for that I have grave occasion for
her.".When they had made an end of pious wishes and congratulations, they besought the king to hasten the punishment of the Magian and heal
their hearts of him with torment and humiliation. So he appointed them for a day on which they should assemble to witness his punishment and that
which should betide him of torment, and shut himself up with his wife and sons and abode thus private with them three days, during which time
they were sequestered from the folk. On the fourth day the king entered the bath, and coming forth, sat down on the throne of his kingship, with the
crown on his head, whereupon the folk came in to him, according to their wont and after the measure of their several ranks and degrees, and the
amirs and viziers entered, ay, and the chamberlains and deputies and captains and men of war and the falconers and armbearers. Then he seated his
two sons, one on his right and the other on his left hand, whilst all the folk stood before him and lifted up their voices in thanksgiving to God the
Most High and glorification of Him and were strenuous in prayer for the king and in setting forth his virtues and excellences..For the uses of food I
was fashioned and made, ii. 223..129. The King of the Island cccclxxix.? ? ? ? ? y. The foul-favoured Man and his Fair Wife dccccxviii.The eunuch
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returned and told the king, who said, "Indeed, we have been neglectful with regard to El Abbas. What shall be our excuse with the king? By Allah,
my soul misdoubted me that the youth was of the sons of the kings!" The Lady Afifeh, his wife, saw him lamenting for [his usage of] El Abbas and
said to him, "O king, what is it thou regrettest with this exceeding regret?" Quoth he, "Thou knowest the stranger youth, who gave us the rubies?"
"Assuredly," answered she; and he said, "Yonder youths, who have halted in the palace court, are his mamelukes, and his father King El Aziz, lord
of Yemen, hath pitched his camp in the Green Meadow; for he is come with his army to seek him, and the number of his troops is [four-and-]
twenty thousand men." [Then he went out from her], and when she heard his words, she wept sore for him and had compassion on his case and sent
after him, counselling him to send for the mamelukes and lodge them [in the palace] and entertain them..109. Abdallah the Fisherman and Abdallah
the Merman dccclxxvii.56. El Mutawekkil and his Favourite Mehboubeh cccli.?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..Lo, since the day I left you, O
my masters, iii. 24..King (The Unjust) and the Tither, i. 273..? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.?THE EIGHTH OFFICER'S
STORY..Then the king summoned the cadi and the witnesses and bade them many the old king's daughter and sister to his own sons; so they
married them, after the king had made a bride-feast three days and displayed their brides to them from eventide to peep of day. Then the two
princes went in to their brides and did away their maidenhead and loved them and were vouchsafed children by them..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the
Thieves dccccxviii.The Fifth Day.107. The Ruined Man of Baghdad and his Slave-girl dccclxiv.When the morning morrowed and the folk came
forth of the city, they found a murdered man cast down in a corner of the burial-ground and seeing Bihkerd there, doubted not but it was he who
had slain him; so they laid hands on him and carried him up to the king and said to him, 'This fellow hath slain a man.' The king bade imprison him;
[so they clapped him in prison] and he fell a-saying in himself, what while he was in the prison, 'All that hath befallen me is of the abundance of
my sins and my tyranny, for, indeed, I have slain much people unrighteously and this is the requital of my deeds and that which I have wrought
aforetime of oppression.' As he was thus pondering in himself, there came a bird and lighted down on the coign of the prison, whereupon, of his
much eagerness in the chase, he took a stone and cast it at the bird..? ? ? ? ? My flower a marvel on your heads doth show, Yet homeless (237) am I
in your land, I trow..When she had made an end of her song, Queen Es Shuhba arose and said, 'Never heard I from any the like of this.' And she
drew Tuhfeh to her and fell to kissing her. Then she took leave of her and flew away; and all the birds took flight with her, so that they walled the
world; whilst the rest of the kings tarried behind..As for Aboulhusn, he gave not over sleeping till God the Most High brought on the morning,
when he awoke, crying out and saying, "Ho, Tuffaheh! Ho, Rahet el Culoub! Ho, Miskeh! Ho, Tuhfeh!" And he gave not over calling upon the
slave-girls till his mother heard him calling upon strange damsels and rising, came to him and said, "The name of God encompass thee! Arise, O
my son, O Aboulhusn! Thou dreamest." So he opened his eyes and finding an old woman at his head, raised his eyes and said to her, "Who art
thou?" Quoth she, "I am thy mother;" and he answered, "Thou liest! I am the Commander of the Faithful, the Vicar of God." Whereupon his mother
cried out and said to him, "God preserve thy reason! Be silent, O my son, and cause not the loss of our lives and the spoiling of thy wealth, [as will
assuredly betide,] if any hear this talk and carry it to the Khalif.".Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.So he said to her,
'Do thou excuse me, for my servant hath locked the door, and who shall open to us?' Quoth she, 'O my lord, the padlock is worth [but] half a score
dirhems.' So saying, she tucked up [her sleeves] from fore-arms as they were crystal and taking a stone, smote upon the padlock and broke it. Then
she opened the door and said to him, 'Enter, O my lord.' So he entered, committing his affair to God, (to whom belong might and majesty,) and she
entered after him and locked the door from within. They found themselves in a pleasant house, comprising all (262) weal and gladness; and the
young man went on, till he came to the sitting-chamber, and behold, it was furnished with the finest of furniture [and arrayed on the goodliest wise
for the reception of guests,] as hath before been set out, [for that it was the house of the man aforesaid]..When the king heard his vizier's words, he
marvelled with the utmost wonderment and bade him retire to his lodging. [So Er Rehwan withdrew to his house and abode there till eventide of
the next day, when he again presented himself before the king.].21. Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets ccccxxxii.169. Marouf the Cobbler and his
Wife Fatimeh dcccclxxxix-Mi.50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ba. The Envier and the Envied
xlvi.The wife of the shopkeeper, to wit, the nurse, came out, with the rest of those who came out, to divert herself with gazing upon the show, and
when she saw El Abbas and beheld his beauty and the goodliness of his army and that which he had brought back with him of herds and slaves and
slave-girls and mamelukes, she improvised and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? The billows of thy love o'erwhelm me passing sore; I sink and
all in vain for succour I implore..? ? ? ? ? Ay, ne'er will I leave to drink of wine, what while the night on me Darkens, till drowsiness bow down my
head upon my bowl..When Er Razi heard this, he said, 'Yonder wittol lusteth after my wife; but I will do him a mischief.' Then he rushed in upon
them, and when El Merouzi saw him, he marvelled at him and said to him, 'How didst thou make thine escape?' So he told him the trick he had
played and they abode talking of that which they had collected from the folk [by way of alms], and indeed they had gotten great store of money.
Then said El Merouzi, 'Verily, mine absence hath been prolonged and fain would I return to my own country.' Quoth Er Rasi,' As thou wilt;' and the
other said, 'Let us divide the money we have gotten and do thou go with me to my country, so I may show thee my tricks and my fashions.' 'Come
to-morrow,' replied Er Razi, 'and we will divide the money.'.141. Haroun er Reshid and the Arab Girl dclxxxv.54. The Poor Man and his Generous
Friend cccli.? ? ? ? ? Thou taught'st me what I cannot bear; afflicted sore am I; Yea, thou hast wasted me away with rigour and despite..Then said
she to him, "O elder, I would fain drink." So he arose and brought her a gugglet of water; but she said to him, "Who bade thee fetch that?" Quoth
he, "Saidst thou not to me, 'I would fain drink'?" And she answered, "I want not this; nay, I want wine, the delight of the soul, so haply, O elder, I
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may solace myself therewith." "God forbid," exclaimed the old man, "that wine should be drunk in my house, and I a stranger in the land and a
Muezzin and an imam, (32) who prayeth with the true-believers, and a servant of the house of the Lord of the Worlds! "Quoth she, "Why wilt thou
forbid me to drink thereof in thy house?" "Because," answered he, "it is unlawful." "O elder," rejoined she, "God hath forbidden [the eating of]
blood and carrion and hog's flesh. Tell me, are grapes and honey lawful or unlawful?" Quoth he, "They are lawful;" and she said, "This is the juice
of grapes and the water of honey." But he answered, "Leave this thy talk, for thou shall never drink wine in my house." "O Sheikh," rejoined she,
"folk eat and drink and enjoy themselves and we are of the number of the folk and God is very forgiving, clement." (33) Quoth he, "This is a thing
that may not be." And she said, "Hast thou not heard what the poet saith ... ?" And she recited the following verses:.Unto its pristine lustre your
land returned and more, iii. 132..The eunuch heard the smiting of the lute within the chamber and said, 'By Allah, that is my lady Tuhfeh's touch!'
So he arose and went, as he were a madman, falling down and rising up, till he came to the eunuch on guard at the door at the Commander of the
Faithful and found him sitting. When the latter saw him, and he like a madman, falling down and rising up, he said to him, 'What aileth thee and
what bringeth thee hither at this hour?' Quoth the other, 'Wilt thou not make haste and awaken the Commander of the Faithful?' And he fell to
crying out at him; whereupon the Khalif awoke and heard them bandying words together and Tuhfeh's servant saying to the other, 'Out on thee!
Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste.' So he said, 'O Sewab, what aileth thee?' And the chief eunuch answered, saying, 'O our lord, the
eunuch of Tuhfeh's lodging hath taken leave of his wits and saith, "Awaken the Commander of the Faithful in haste!"' Then said Er Reshid to one
of the slave-girls, 'See what is to do.'.Officer's Story, The Twelfth, ii. 179..After this, news came to the king of robbers in his land; so he set out in
quest of them and ceased not to follow after them, till he seized on them all, and behold, they were the [very] thieves who had despoiled him [and
his wife] by the way and taken his children. So he bade bring them before him, and when they came into his presence, he questioned them, saying,
'Where are the two boys ye took on such a day?' Quoth they, 'They are with us and we will present them to our lord the king for slaves to serve him
and give him wealth galore that we have gotten together and divest ourselves of all that we possess and repent from sin and fight in thy service.'
Abou Sabir, however, paid no heed to their speech, but took all their good and bade put them all to death. Moreover, he took the two boys and
rejoiced in them with an exceeding joy, whereat the troops murmured among themselves, saying, 'Verily, this is a greater tyrant than his brother!
There come to him a sort of robbers and seek to repent and proffer two boys [by way of peace-offering], and he taketh the two boys and all their
good and slayeth them!'.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the
money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his wont, [with which the old man returned to the
damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down
and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted the following verses:.Sharper, Story of the Old,
ii. 187..? ? ? ? ? Yea, nevermore I ceased from that wherewith I stricken was; My night with wakefulness was filled, my heart with dreariment..? ? ?
? ? Under me's a slender camel, a devourer of the waste; Those who pass a cloudlet deem it, as it flitteth o'er the way..Meanwhile, she prayed to
God the Most High that He would establish her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a
sore disease and none knew a remedy for him; wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are
answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this
sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman
from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her there, [till she recovered]..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it
pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company,
'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Sitt el Milah,
Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..As for Belehwan, when he fled and fortified himself, his power waxed amain and there remained for him
but to make war upon his father, who had cast his affection upon the child and used to rear him on his knees and supplicate God the Most High that
he might live, so he might commit the commandment to him. When he came to five years of age, the king mounted him on horseback and the
people of the city rejoiced in him and invoked on him length of life, so he might take his father's leavings (130) and [heal] the heart of his
grandfather..? ? ? ? ? An if I live, in love of her I'll live, and if I die Of love and longing for her sight, O rare! O excellent!.Reshid (Er) and the
Barmecides, i. 189..Then they told the damsel, who came forth and looked upon him and knew him not. But he knew her; so he bowed his head and
wept. She was moved to compassion for him and gave him somewhat and returned to her place, whilst the youth returned with the stewardess to the
chamberlain and told him that she was in the king's house, whereat he was chagrined and said, 'By Allah, I will assuredly contrive a device for her
and deliver her!' Whereupon the youth kissed his hands and feet. Then he turned to the old woman and bade her change her apparel and her favour.
Now this old woman was goodly of speech and nimble of wit; so he gave her costly and delicious perfumes and said to her, 'Get thee to the king's
slave girls and sell them these [perfumes] and make thy way to the damsel and question her if she desire her master or not.' So the old woman went
out and making her way to the palace, went in to the damsel and drew near her and recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? I swear by his life, yea, I
swear by the life of my love without peer, To please him or save him from hurt, I'd enter the fire without fear!.Noureddin fell to kissing his hand
and calling down blessings on him and said to him, "Know that I am a stranger in this your city and the completion of kindness is better than the
beginning thereof; wherefore I beseech thee of thy favour that thou complete to me thy good offices and kindness and bring me to the gate of the
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city. So will thy beneficence be accomplished unto me and may God the Most High requite thee for me with good!" ["Fear not,"] answered Ahmed;
"no harm shall betide thee. Go; I will bear thee company till thou come to thy place of assurance." And he left him not till he brought him to the
gate of the city and said to him, "O youth, go in the safeguard of God and return not to the city; for, if they fall in with thee [again], they will make
an end of thee." Noureddin kissed his hand and going forth the city, gave not over walking till he came to a mosque that stood in one of the suburbs
of Baghdad and entered therein with the night..? ? ? ? ? l. The Foolish Fisherman . dcxxvi.So, when he arose in the morning, he repaired to the
vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who
seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are four staves and each hole may not be
stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?' When the merchant heard this, there
betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the
vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Enchanted Youth vii 3. The Porter and the Three Ladies of
Baghdad ix.?Story of King Dadbin and His Viziers..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Lackpenny and the Cook, The, i. 9..?OF TRUST IN
GOD..6. Isaac of Mosul's Story of Khedijeh and the Khalif El Mamoun xciv.Then he returned to the city and forgot the youth; so the servants went
in to him and said to him, 'O king, if thou keep silence concerning yonder youth, who would have slain thee, all thy servants will presume upon
thee, and indeed the folk talk of this matter.' With this the king waxed wroth and saying, 'Fetch him hither,' commanded the headsman to strike off
his head. So they [brought the youth and] bound his eyes; and the headsman stood at his head and said to the king, 'By thy leave, O my lord, I will
strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Stay, till I look into his affair. Needs must I put him to death and the slaying of him will not escape [me].' So
he restored him to the prison and there he abode till it should be the king's will to put him to death..Now there was in the house a fair singing-girl
and when she saw the singer pinioned and bound to the tree, she waited till the Persian lay down on his couch, when she arose and going to the
singer, fell to condoling with him over what had betided him and ogling him and handling his yard and rubbing it, till it rose on end. Then said she
to him, 'Do thou swive me and I will loose thy bonds, lest he return and beat thee again; for he purposeth thee evil.' Quoth he, 'Loose me and I will
do.' But she said, 'I fear that, [if I loose thee], thou wilt not do. But I will do, and thou standing; and when I have done, I will loose thee.' So saying,
she pulled up her clothes and sitting down on the singer's yard, fell to going and coming..King Bekhtzeman, Story of, i. 115..Beard of the old
he-goat, the one-eyed, what shall be, ii. 231..120. The Pious Black Slave cccclxvii.Khalif Omar ben Abdulaziz and the Poets, The, i. 45..? ? ? ? ?
The fires in my vitals that rage if I did but discover to view, Their ardour the world to consume, from the East to the West, might avail..61. Abou
Nuwas with the three Boys and the Khalif Haroun er Reshid ccclxxxi.On the fourth day, all the troops and the people of the realm assembled
together to the [supposed] king and standing at his gate, craved leave to enter. Selma bade admit them; so they entered and paid her the service of
the kingship and gave her joy of her brother's safe return. She bade them do suit and service to Selim, and they consented and paid him homage;
after which they kept silence awhile, so they might hear what the king should command. Then said Selma, 'Harkye, all ye soldiers and subjects, ye
know that ye enforced me to [accept] the kingship and besought me thereof and I consented unto your wishes concerning my investment [with the
royal dignity]; and I did this [against my will]; for know that I am a woman and that I disguised myself and donned man's apparel, so haply my case
might be hidden, whenas I lost my brother. But now, behold, God hath reunited me with my brother, and it is no longer lawful to me that I be king
and bear rule over the people, and I a woman; for that there is no governance for women, whenas men are present. Wherefore, if it like you, do ye
set my brother on the throne of the kingdom, for this is he; and I will busy myself with the worship of God the Most High and thanksgiving [to
Him] for my reunion with my brother. Or, if it like you, take your kingship and invest therewith whom ye will.'.The vizier's story pleased King
Shah Bekht and his heart clave to the story of the merchant and the old woman; so he bade Er Rehwan withdraw to his lodging, and he went away
to his house and abode there the next day..? ? ? ? ? My place is the place of the fillet and pearls And the fair are most featly with jasmine
bedight,.Now there accosted him once, on his day of ill-omen, an Arab of the Benou Tai, (170) and En Numan would have put him to death; but
the Arab said, "God quicken the king! I have two little girls and have made none guardian over them; so, if the king see fit to grant me leave to go
to them, I will give him the covenant of God (171) that I will return to him, whenas I have appointed them a guardian." En Numan had compassion
on him and said to him, "If a man will be surety for thee of those who are with us, [I will let thee go], and if thou return not, I will put him to
death." Now there was with En Numan his vizier Sherik ben Amrou; so the Tai (172) looked at him and said,.? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native
country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it lies unvalued quite;.Hejjaj (El) and the Three Young Men, i. 53..? ? ? ? ?
I hope for present (62) good [and bounty at thy hand,] For souls of men are still to present (63) good inclined..When the company heard this story,
they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said,
'[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..66. El Mutelemmis and his Wife Umeimeh
ccclxxxv.Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..The damsel rejoiced, when the old man returned to her with the lute, and taking it from him,
tuned its strings and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? a. The Unlucky Merchant ccccxl.? ? ? ? ? Be gracious, so our gladness may be fulfilled
with wine And we of our beloved have easance, without fear..Now they had complained of them aforetime to the Sultan, and he said, 'If any of the
Turks come to you, pelt them with stones.' So, when they saw the fuller, they fell upon him with sticks and stones and pelted him; whereupon quoth
he [in himself], 'Verily, I am a Turk and knew it not.' Then he took of the money in his pocket and bought him victual [for the journey] and hired a
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hackney and set out for Ispahan, leaving his wife to the trooper. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the merchant
and the old woman and the king.".? ? ? ? ? But now hath Allah from my heart blotted the love of thee, After for constancy I'd grown a name of
wonderment..The Twenty-Second Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? Woe's me for one who burns for love and longing pain! Alas for the regrets my
heart that rend and tear!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of the Barber's Third Brother clvii.King Azadbekht and his Son, History of, i. 61..? ? ? ? ? Of
me he got not what he sought and brideless did return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..Thy loss is the fairest of all my
heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..When came the night,
the vizier presented himself before the king, who bade him relate the [promised] story. So he said, "Hearkening and obedience. Know, Out.? ? ? ? ?
Ye're gone and desolated by your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..Like the full moon she shows upon a
night of fortune fair, iii. 191..When she heard their words, in the presence of the folk, she said, 'Praise be to God, the King who availeth unto all
things, and blessing upon His prophets and apostles!' Then quoth she [to the assembly], ' Bear witness, O ye who are present, to these men's speech,
and know that I am that woman whom they confess that they wronged.' And she turned to her husband's brother and said to him, 'I am thy brother's
wife and God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He I) delivered me from that whereinto thou castedst me of false accusation and suspect
and from the frowardness whereof thou hast spoken, and [now] hath He shown forth my innocence, of His bounty and generosity. Go, for thou art
absolved of the wrong thou didst me.' Then she prayed for him and he was made whole of his sickness..Queen Kemeriyeh embraced her, as also did
Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Wekhimeh and Queen Sherareh, and the former said to her, 'Rejoice in assured deliverance, for there abideth no harm
for thee; but this is no time for talk.' Then they cried out, whereupon up came the Afrits ambushed in the island, with swords and maces in their
hands, and taking up Tuhfeh, flew with her to the palace and made themselves masters thereof, whilst the Afrit aforesaid, who was dear to
Meimoun and whose name was Dukhan, fled like an arrow and stayed not in his flight till he carne to Meimoun and found him engaged in sore
battle with the Jinn. When his lord saw him, he cried out at him, saying, 'Out on thee! Whom hast thou left in the palace?' And Dukhan answered,
saying, 'And who abideth in the palace? Thy beloved Tuhfeh they have taken and Jemreh is slain and they have gotten possession of the palace, all
of it.' With this Meimoun buffeted his face and head and said, 'Out on it for a calamity!' And he cried aloud. Now Kemeriyeh had sent to her father
and acquainted him with the news, whereat the raven of parting croaked for them. So, when Meimoun saw that which had betided him, (and indeed
the Jinn smote upon him and the wings of death overspread his host,) he planted the butt of his spear in the earth and turning the point thereof to his
heart, urged his charger upon it and pressed upon it with his breast, till the point came forth, gleaming, from his back..? ? ? ? ? aa. Selim and Selma
dccccxxii.? ? ? ? ? Bravo for her whose loosened locks her cheeks do overcloud! She slays me with her cruelty, so fair she is and proud..As we
stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man, she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes,
O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me
[hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes," answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came
to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her
[walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I went forth and brought them what they should eat
at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last of the day and brought them wine and dessert and
fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink,"
what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and
laughing..One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in
sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest
of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour
and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she
is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our
heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension,
generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the
manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of
expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and
other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet
betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his
crew]..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth evermore..The kings of the Jinn were moved to delight
by that fair singing and fluent speech and praised Tuhfeh; and Queen Kemeriyeh rose to her and embraced her and kissed her between the eyes,
saying, 'By Allah, it is good, O my sister and solace of mine eyes and darling of my heart!' Then said she, 'I conjure thee by Allah, give us more of
this lovely singing.' And Tuhfeh answered with 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and playing thereon after a different fashion from
the former one, sang the following verses:.Therewithal Queen Es Shuhba was moved to delight and said, 'Well done, O Tuhfeh! Let me have more
of thy singing.' So she smote the lute and changing the mode, improvised the following verses on the moss-rose:.A certain assessor was one day
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taken with a woman and much people assembled before his house and the lieutenant of police and his men came to him and knocked at the door.
The assessor looked out of window and seeing the folk, said, "What aileth you?" Quoth they, "[Come,] speak with the lieutenant of police such an
one." So he came down and they said to him, "Bring forth the woman that is with thee." Quoth he, "Are ye not ashamed? How shall I bring forth
my wife?" And they said, "Is she thy wife by contract (118) or without contract?" ["By contract,"] answered he, "according to the Book of God and
the Institutes of His Apostle." "Where is the contract?" asked they; and he replied, "Her contract is in her mother's house." Quoth they, "Arise and
come down and show us the contract." And he said to them, "Go from her way, so she may come forth." Now, as soon as he got wind of the matter,
he had written the contract and fashioned it after her fashion, to suit with the case, and written therein the names of certain of his friends as
witnesses and forged the signatures of the drawer and the wife's next friend and made it a contract of marriage with his wife and appointed it for an
excuse. (119) So, when the woman was about to go out from him, he gave her the contract that be had forged, and the Amir sent with her a servant
of his, to bring her to her father. So the servant went with her and when she came to her door, she said to him, "I will not return to the citation of the
Amir; but let the witnesses (120) present themselves and take my contract.".62. Aboulaswed and his Squinting Slave-girl dcli.? ? ? ? ? t. The two
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