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CONSIDERAZIONI INTORNO LA SEPARAZIONE DELLO STATO DALLA CHIESA IN P
Then said he to Aboulhusn, "Praised be God who hath done away from thee that which irked thee and that I see thee in weal!" And Aboulhusn said,
"Never again will I take thee to boon-companion or sitting-mate; for the byword saith, 'Whoso stumbleth on a stone and returneth thereto, blame
and reproach be upon him.' And thou, O my brother, nevermore will I entertain thee nor use companionship with thee, for that I have not found thy
commerce propitious to me." (32) But the Khalif blandished him and conjured him, redoubling words upon him with "Verily, I am thy guest; reject
not the guest," till Aboulhusn took him and [carrying him home], brought him into the saloon and set food before him and friendly entreated him in
speech. Then he told him all that had befallen him, whilst the Khalif was like to die of hidden laughter; after which Aboulhusn removed the tray of
food and bringing the wine-tray, filled a cup and emptied it out three times, then gave it to the Khalif, saying, "O boon-companion mine, I am thy
slave and let not that which I am about to say irk thee, and be thou not vexed, neither do thou vex me." And he recited these verses:.? ? ? ? ? o. The
Fifteenth Officer's Story dccccxl.When King Shah Bekht heard this, he said, "Most like all they say of the vizier is leasing and his innocence will
appear, even as that of the pious woman appeared." Then he comforted the vizier's heart and bade him go to his house..26. The City of Lebtait
cclxxii.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and
when he came before him, he discovered to him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord
the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them,
'Know that I purpose to marry my son and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be
present, I and my company, and do ye relate that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of
experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee
see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.' Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the
assembly would take place on such a day at his house; and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses..The
Khalif laughed at his speech and said, "By Allah, this is none other than a pleasant tale! Tell me thy story and the cause." "With all my heart,"
answered Aboulhusn. "Know, O my lord, that my name is Aboulhusn el Khelia and that my father died and left me wealth galore, of which I made
two parts. One I laid up and with the other I betook myself to [the enjoyment of the pleasures of] friendship [and conviviality] and consorting with
comrades and boon-companions and with the sons of the merchants, nor did I leave one but I caroused with him and he with me, and I spent all my
money on companionship and good cheer, till there remained with me nought [of the first half of my good]; whereupon I betook myself to the
comrades and cup-companions upon whom I had wasted my wealth, so haply they might provide for my case; but, when I resorted to them and
went round about to them all, I found no avail in one of them, nor broke any so much as a crust of bread in my face. So I wept for myself and
repairing to my mother, complained to her of my case. Quoth she, 'On this wise are friends; if thou have aught, they make much of thee and devour
thee, but, if thou have nought, they cast thee off and chase thee away.' Then I brought out the other half of my money and bound myself by an oath
that I would never more entertain any, except one night, after which I would never again salute him nor take note of him; hence my saying to thee,
'Far be it that what is past should recur!' For that I will never again foregather with thee, after this night.".117. The Righteousness of King
Anoushirwan cccclxiv.With this the Cadi's wrath redoubled and he swore by the most solemn of oaths that I should go with him and search his
house. "By Allah," replied I, "I will not go, except the prefect be with us; for, if he be present, he and the officers, thou wilt not dare to presume
upon me." And the Cadi rose and swore an oath, saying, "By Him who created mankind, we will not go but with the Amir!" So we repaired to the
Cadi's house, accompanied by the prefect, and going up, searched high and low, but found nothing; whereupon fear gat hold upon me and the
prefect turned to me and said, "Out on thee, O ill-omened fellow! Thou puttest us to shame before the men." And I wept and went round about right
and left, with the tears running down my face, till we were about to go forth and drew near the door of the house. I looked at the place [behind the
door] and said, "What is yonder dark place that I see?" And I said to the sergeants, "Lift up this jar with me." They did as I bade them and I saw
somewhat appearing under the jar and said, "Rummage and see what is under it." So they searched and found a woman's veil and trousers full of
blood, which when I beheld, I fell down in a swoon..? ? ? ? ? Whenas thou passest by the dwellings of my love, Greet him for me with peace, a
greeting debonair,.? ? ? ? ? Drink of the first-run wine, that shows as very flame it were, When from the pitcher 'tis outpoured, or ere the day
appear..Reshid (Er), Tuhfet el Culoub and, ii. 203..Love to its victim clings without relent, and he Of torments and unease complaineth
evermore..Now there was in the house a ram, with which the Persian used to butt, and when he saw what the woman did, he thought she would butt
with him; so he broke his halter and running at her, butted her and broke her head. She fell on her back and cried out; whereupon the Persian started
up from sleep in haste and seeing the singing-girl [cast down on her back] and the singer with his yard on end, said to the latter, 'O accursed one,
doth not what thou hast already done suffice thee?' Then he beat him soundly and opening the door, put him out in the middle of the night..? ? ? ? ?
The sable torrent of her locks falls down unto her hips; Beware the serpents of her curls, I counsel thee, beware!.When a year had elapsed, there
came to the city a ship, wherein were merchants and goods galore. Now it was of their usance, from time immemorial, that, when there came a ship
to the city, the king sent unto it such of his servants as he trusted in, who took charge of the goods, so they might be [first of all] shown to the king,
who bought such of them as befitted him and gave the merchants leave to sell the rest. So he sent, as of wont, one who should go up to the ship and
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seal up the goods and set over them who should keep watch over them..Presently, the vizier entered and the king signed to him to cause avoid the
place. So he signed to those who were present to withdraw, and they departed; whereupon quoth the king to him, "How deemest thou, O excellent
vizier, O loyal counsellor in all manner of governance, of a vision I have seen in my sleep?" "What is it, O king?" asked the vizier, and Shah Bekht
related to him his dream, adding, "And indeed the sage interpreted it to me and said to me, 'An thou put not the vizier to death within a month, he
will slay thee.' Now I am exceeding both to put the like of thee to death, yet do I fear to leave thee on life. What then dost thou counsel me that I
should do in this matter?" The vizier bowed his head awhile, then raised it and said, "God prosper the king! Verily, it skills not to continue him on
life of whom the king is afraid, and my counsel is that thou make haste to put me to death.".End of Volume I..? ? ? ? ? Ye're gone and desolated by
your absence is the world: Requital, ay, or substitute to seek for you 'twere vain..? ? ? ? ? A fire in mine entrails burns, than which the fire of the
hells denounced For sinners' torment less scathing is: it seeketh me to slay..? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst
bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet still wast by my side..? ? ? ? ? And when my feet trod earth, "Art slain, that we should fear," Quoth
they, "or live, that we may hope again thy sight?".Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth, iii. 203..How long, O Fate, wilt thou oppress and baffle
me? ii. 69..Unlucky Merchant, The, i 73..? ? ? ? ? A dark affair thou littest up with Islam and with proof Quenchedst the flaming red-coals of error
and dismay..[When the king returned to his palace,] he went in to his wife Shah Khatoun and said to her, 'I give thee the glad news of thine
eunuch's return.' And he told her what had betided and of the youth whom he had brought with him. When she heard this, her wits fled and she
would have cried out, but her reason restrained her, and the king said to her, 'What is this? Art thou overcome with grief for [the loss of] the
treasure or [for that which hath befallen] the eunuch?' 'Nay, as thy head liveth, O king!' answered she. 'But women are fainthearted.' Then came the
servant and going in to her, told her all that had befallen him and acquainted her with her son's case also and with that which he had suffered of
stresses and how his uncle had exposed him to slaughter and he had been taken prisoner and they had cast him into the pit and hurled him from the
top of the citadel and how God had delivered him from these perils, all of them; and he went on to tell her [all that had betided him], whilst she
wept..So saying, he turned away from him and Saad fared on to the palace, where he found all the suite in attendance on the king and recounting to
him that which had betided them with El Abbas. Quoth the king, "Where is he?" And they answered, "He is with the Amir Saad." [So, when the
latter entered], the king [looked, but] found none with him; and Saad, seeing that he hankered after the youth, cried out to him, saying, "God
prolong the king's days! Indeed, he refuseth to present himself before thee, without leave or commandment." "O Saad," asked the king, "whence
cometh this man?" And the Amir answered, "O my lord, I know not; but he is a youth fair of favour, lovesome of aspect, accomplished in
discourse, goodly of repartee, and valour shineth from between his eyes.".? ? ? ? ? To God of all the woes I've borne I plain me, for I pine For
longing and lament, and Him for solace I entreat.Merchants, The Sharper and the, ii. 46..17. The Hedgehog and the Pigeons clii.Presently, she
heard a blowing behind her; so she turned and behold, a head without a body and with eyes slit endlong; it was of the bigness of an elephant's head
and bigger and had a mouth as it were an oven and projecting tusks, as they were grapnels, and hair that trailed upon the earth. So Tuhfeh said, 'I
take refuge with God from Satan the Stoned!' and recited the Two Amulets; (217) what while the head drew near her and said to her, 'Peace be
upon thee, O princess of Jinn and men and unique pearl of her age and her time! May God still continue thee on life, for all the lapsing of the days,
and reunite thee with thy lord the Imam!' (218) 'And upon thee be peace,' answered she, 'O thou whose like I have not seen among the Jinn!' Quoth
the head, 'We are a people who avail not to change their favours and we are called ghouls. The folk summon us to their presence, but we may not
present ourselves before them [without leave]. As for me, I have gotten leave of the Sheikh Aboultawaif to present myself before thee and I desire
of thy favour that thou sing me a song, so I may go to thy palace and question its haunters (219) concerning the plight of thy lord after thee and
return to thee; and know, O Tuhfet es Sudour, that between thee and thy lord is a distance of fifty years' journey to the diligent traveller.' 'Indeed,'
rejoined Tuhfeh, 'thou grievest me [for him] between whom and me is fifty years' journey. And the head said to her, 'Be of good heart and cheerful
eye, for the kings of the Jinn will restore thee to him in less than the twinkling of an eye.' Quoth she,' I will sing thee an hundred songs, so thou wilt
bring me news of my lord and that which hath befallen him after me.' And the head answered, saying, 'Do thou favour me and sing me a song, so I
may go to thy lord and bring thee news of him, for that I desire, before I go, to hear thy voice, so haply my thirst (220) may be quenched.' So she
took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Thereupon the king went in to his mother and questioned her of his father, and she told him
that me king her husband was weak; (211) 'wherefore,' quoth she, 'I feared for the kingdom, lest it pass away, after his death; so I took to my bed a
young man, a baker, and conceived by him [and bore a son]; and the kingship came into the hand of my son, to wit, thyself.' So the king returned to
the old man and said to him, 'I am indeed the son of a baker; so do thou expound to me the means whereby thou knewest me for this.' Quoth the
other, 'I knew that, hadst thou been a king's son, thou wouldst have given largesse of things of price, such as rubies [and the like]; and wert thou the
son of a Cadi, thou hadst given largesse of a dirhem or two dirhems, and wert thou the son of a merchant, thou hadst given wealth galore. But I saw
that thou guerdonest me not but with cakes of bread [and other victual], wherefore I knew that thou wast the son of a baker.' Quoth the king, 'Thou
hast hit the mark.' And he gave him wealth galore and advanced him to high estate.".29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls dxxxii.Then he
braced up his courage and gathering his skirts about him, threw himself into the water, and it bore him along with an exceeding might and carrying
him under the earth, stayed not till it brought him out into a deep valley, wherethrough ran a great river, that welled up from under the earth. When
he found himself on the surface of the earth, he abode perplexed and dazed all that day; after which he came to himself and rising, fared on along
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the valley, till he came to an inhabited land and a great village in the dominions of the king his father. So he entered the village and foregathered
with its inhabitants, who questioned him of his case; whereupon he related to them his history and they marvelled at him, how God had delivered
him from all this. Then he took up his abode with them and they loved him exceedingly..Officer's Story, The Eleventh, ii. 175..85. Jaafer the
Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.?THE FOURTEENTH OFFICER'S STORY..When her mother went out from her, Mariyeh fell to chiding
the damsel for that which she had done and said to her, "Verily, death were leifer to me than this; so look thou discover not my affair to any and I
charge thee return not to the like of this fashion." Then she swooned away and lay awhile without life, and when she came to herself, she saw
Shefikeh weeping over her; whereupon she took the necklace from her neck and the mantle from her body and said to the damsel, "Lay them in a
napkin of damask and carry them to El Abbas and acquaint him with that wherein I am for the persistence of estrangement and the effects of
forbiddance." So Shefikeh took them and carried them to El Abbas, whom she found in act to depart, for that he was about to take horse for Yemen.
She went in to him and gave him the napkin and that which was therein, and when he opened it and saw what it contained, to wit, the mantle and
the necklace, his vexation was excessive and his eyes were distorted, [so that the whites thereof appeared] and his rage was manifest in them..? ? ?
? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police dciv.67. Haroun er Reshid and Zubeideh in the Bath ccclxxxv.?STORY OF THE FULLER AND
HIS WIFE..? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlix.? ? ? ? ? a. The Christian Broker's Story xxv.Oft as my yearning waxeth, my
heart consoleth me, ii. 228..Accordingly, the servant carried this message to the lieutenant of police, who was standing at the assessor's door, and
he said, "This is reasonable." Then said [the assessor] to the servant, "Harkye, O eunuch! Go and fetch us such an one the notary;" for that he was
his friend [and it was he whose name he had forged as the drawer-up of the contract]. So the lieutenant of police sent after him and fetched him to
the assessor, who, when he saw him, said to him, "Get thee to such an one, her with whom thou marriedst me, and cry out upon her, and when she
cometh to thee, demand of her the contract and take it from her and bring it to us." And he signed to him, as who should say, "Bear me out in the lie
and screen me, for that she is a strange woman and I am in fear of the lieutenant of police who standeth at the door; and we beseech God the Most
High to screen us and you from the trouble of this world. Amen.".Then she folded the letter and giving it to her slave-girl, bade her carry it to El
Abbas and bring back his answer thereto. Accordingly, Shefikeh took the letter and carried it to the prince, after the doorkeeper had sought leave of
him to admit her. When she came in to him, she found with him five damsels, as they were moons, clad in [rich] apparel and ornaments; and when
he saw her, he said to her, "What is thine occasion, O handmaid of good?" So she put out her hand to him with the letter, after she had kissed it, and
he bade one of his slave-girls receive it from her. Then he took it from the girl and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport; whereupon
"We are God's and to Him we return!" exclaimed he and calling for ink- horn and paper, wrote the following verses:.Then came her brother to him
and said, "O Firouz, an thou wilt not acquaint me with the reason of thine anger against thy wife, come and plead with us before the king." Quoth
he, "If ye will have me plead with you, I will do so." So they went to the king and found the cadi sitting with him; whereupon quoth the damsel's
brother, "God assist our lord the cadi! I let this man on hire a high-walled garden, with a well in good case and trees laden with fruit; but he beat
down its walls and ruined its well and ate its fruits, and now he desireth to return it to me." The cadi turned to Firouz and said to him, "What sayst
thou, O youth?" And he answered, "Indeed, I delivered him the garden in the goodliest of case." So the cadi said to the brother, "Hath he delivered
thee the garden, as he saith?" And the other replied, "No; but I desire to question him of the reason of his returning it." Quoth the cadi, "What sayst
thou, O youth?" And Firouz answered, "I returned it in my own despite, for that I entered it one day and saw the track of the lion; wherefore I
feared lest, if I entered it again, the lion should devour me. So that which I did, I did of reverence to him and for fear of him.".123. The Blacksmith
who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.SHEHRZAD AND SHEHRIYAR. (163).? ? ? ? ? Of me he got not what he sought and brideless did
return, For that estrangement and disdain were pleasing in my sight..15. The Cat and the Crow cl.Sindbad the Sailor, The Seventh Voyage of, iii.
224..The vizier's story pleased the king and he bade depart to his dwelling..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the fire of passion flamed in my breast, with tears,
Upon the day of wailing, to quench it I was fain..When the company heard the seventh officer's story, they were moved to exceeding mirth, and El
Melik ez Zahir Bibers rejoiced in that which he heard and said, 'By Allah, there betide things in this world, from which kings are shut out, by
reason of their exalted station!" Then came forward another man from amongst the company and said, 'There hath reached me from one of my
friends another story bearing on the malice of women and their craft, and it is rarer and more extraordinary and more diverting than all that hath
been told to you.".Presently, in came Mesrour the eunuch to him and saluted him and seeing Nuzhet el Fuad stretched out, uncovered her face and
said, "There is no god but God! Our sister Nuzhet el Fuad is dead. How sudden was the [stroke of] destiny! May God have mercy on thee and
acquit thee of responsibility!" Then he returned and related what had passed before the Khalif and the Lady Zubeideh, and he laughing. "O
accursed one,' said the Khalif, "is this a time for laughter? Tell us which is dead of them." "By Allah, O my lord," answered Mesrour, "Aboulhusn
is well and none is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad." Quoth the Khalif to Zubeideh, "Thou hast lost thy pavilion in thy play," and he laughed at her and
said to Mesrour, "O Mesrour, tell her what thou sawest." "Verily, O my lady," said the eunuch, "I ran without ceasing till I came in to Aboulhusn in
his house and found Nuzhet el Fuad lying dead and Aboulhusn sitting at her head, weeping. I saluted him and condoled with him and sat down by
his side and uncovered the face of Nuzhet el Fuad and saw her dead and her face swollen. So I said to him, 'Carry her out forthright [to burial], so
we may pray over her.' He answered, 'It is well;' and I left him to lay her out and came hither, that I might tell you the news.".Officer's Story, The
Sixteenth, ii. 193..When Galen heard this, he ordered the weaver the amount of his wife's dowry and bade him pay it to her and divorce her.
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Moreover, he forbade him from returning to the practice of physic and warned him never again to take to wife a woman of better condition than
himself; and he gave him his spending-money and bade him return to his [former] craft. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary or rarer
than the story of the two sharpers who cozened each his fellow.".When Sindbad the Sailor had made an end of his story, he bade his servant give
the porter an hundred mithcals of gold and said to him, "How now, my brother! Hast ever in the world heard of one whom such calamities have
betided as have betided me and hath any suffered that which I have suffered of afflictions or undergone that which I have undergone of hardships?
Wherefore it behoveth that I have these pleasures in requital of that which I have undergone of travail and humiliations." So the porter came
forward and kissing the merchant's hands, said to him, "O my lord, thou hast indeed suffered grievous perils and hast well deserved these
bounteous favours [that God hath vouchsafed thee]. Abide, then, O my lord, in thy delights and put away from thee [the remembrance of] thy
troubles; and may God the Most High crown thine enjoyments with perfection and accomplish thy days in pleasance until the hour of thine
admission [to His mercy]!".Then he left beating him and when the thief came to himself, the woman said to her husband, 'O man, this house is on
hire and we owe its owners much money, and we have nought; so how wilt thou do?' And she went on to bespeak him thus. Quoth the thief, 'And
what is the amount of the rent?' 'It will be fourscore dirhems,' answered the husband; and the thief said, 'I will pay this for thee and do thou let me
go my way.' Then said the wife, 'O man, how much do we owe the baker and the greengrocer?' Quoth the thief, 'What is the sum of this?' And the
husband said, 'Sixscore dirhems.' 'That makes two hundred dirhems,' rejoined the other; 'let me go my way and I will pay them.' But the wife said,
'O my dear one, and the girl groweth up and needs must we marry her and equip her and [do] what else is needful' So the thief said to the husband,
'How much dost thou want?' And he answered, 'A hundred dirhems, in the way of moderation.' (250) Quoth the thief, 'That makes three hundred
dirhems.' And the woman said, 'O my dear one, when the girl is married, thou wilt need money for winter expenses, charcoal and firewood and
other necessaries.' 'What wouldst thou have?' asked the thief; and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' 'Be it four hundred dirhems,' rejoined he; and she
said, 'O my dear one and solace of mine eyes, needs must my husband have capital in hand, wherewith he may buy merchandise and open him a
shop.' 'How much will that be?' asked he, and she said, 'A hundred dirhems.' Quoth the thief, '[That makes five hundred dirhems; I will pay it;] but
may I be divorced from my wife if all my possessions amount to more than this, and that the savings of twenty years! Let me go my way, so I may
deliver them to thee.' 'O fool,' answered she, 'how shall I let thee go thy way? Give me a right token.' [So he gave her a token for his wife] and she
cried out to her young daughter and said to her, 'Keep this door.'.Then El Abbas took leave of the king and went away to his own house. Now it
befell that he passed under the palace of Mariyeh the king's daughter, and she was sitting at a window. He chanced to look round and his eyes met
those of the princess, whereupon his wit departed and he was like to swoon away, whilst his colour changed and he said, "Verily, we are God's and
to Him we return!" But he feared for himself lest estrangement betide him; so he concealed his secret and discovered not his case to any of the
creatures of God the Most High. When he reached his house, his servant Aamir said to him, "O my lord, I seek refuge for thee with God from
change of colour! Hath there betided thee a pain from God the Most High or hath aught of vexation befallen thee? Verily, sickness hath an end and
patience doth away vexation." But the prince returned him no answer. Then he brought out inkhorn [and pen] and paper and wrote the following
verses:.The old man carried Tuhfeh up [to the dais and seated her] on a chair of gold beside the throne, whilst she was amazed at that which she
saw in that place and magnified her Lord (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) and hallowed Him. Then the kings of the Jinn came up to
the throne and seated themselves thereon; and they were in the semblance of mortals, excepting two of them, who were in the semblance of the
Jinn, with eyes slit endlong and jutting horns and projecting tusks. After this there came up a young lady, fair of favour and pleasant of parts; the
light of her face outshone that of the flambeaux, and about her were other three women, than whom there were no fairer on the face of the earth.
They saluted Tuhfeh and she rose to them and kissed the earth before them; whereupon they embraced her and sat down on the chairs aforesaid..? ?
? ? ? It rests with him to heal me; and I (a soul he hath Must suffer that which irks it), go saying, in my fear.Quoth I (and mine a body is of passion
all forslain), iii. 81..Wife, The Old Woman and the Draper's, ii. 55..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.When
Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him, "O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the
necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth
Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is
it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth?
Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High
hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Now, as destiny would have it, a certain jeweller of the town had been robbed of ten pearls, like
unto those which were with the merchant; so, when he saw the two pearls in the broker's hand, he said to him, 'To whom do these pearls belong?'
and the broker answered, 'To yonder man.' [The jeweller looked at the merchant and] seeing him in sorry case and clad in tattered clothes,
misdoubted of him and said to him (purposing to surprise him into confession), 'Where are the other eight pearls?' The merchant thought he asked
him of those which were in the gown and answered, 'The thieves stole them from me.' When the jeweller heard his reply, he doubted not but that it
was he who had taken his good; so he laid hold of him and haling him before the chief of the police, said to him, 'This is the man who stole my
pearls: I have found two of them upon him and he confesseth to the other eight.'.? ? ? ? ? a. The Hawk and the Partridge cxlix.This was grievous to
the princess and it irked her sore that he should not remember her; so she called her slave- girl Shefikeh and said to her, "Go to El Abbas and salute
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him and say to him, 'What hindereth thee from sending my lady Mariyeh her part of thy booty?'" So Shefikeh betook herself to him and when she
came to his door, the chamberlains refused her admission, until they should have gotten her leave and permission. When she entered, El Abbas
knew her and knew that she had somewhat of speech [with him]; so he dismissed his mamelukes and said to her, "What is thine errand, O
handmaid of good?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am a slave-girl of the Princess Mariyeh, who kisseth thy hands and commendeth her salutation
to thee. Indeed, she rejoiceth in thy safety and reproacheth thee for that thou breakest her heart, alone of all the folk, for that thy largesse embraceth
great and small, yet hast thou not remembered her with aught of thy booty. Indeed, it is as if thou hadst hardened thy heart against her." Quoth he,
"Extolled be the perfection of him who turneth hearts! By Allah, my vitals were consumed with the love of her [aforetime] and of my longing after
her, I came forth to her from my native land and left my people and my home and my wealth, and it was with her that began the hardheartedness
and the cruelty. Nevertheless, for all this, I bear her no malice and needs must I send her somewhat whereby she may remember me; for that I abide
in her land but a few days, after which I set out for the land of Yemen.".79. The Devout Prince dclxiv.So she did this and fair fortune aided her and
the Divine favour was vouchsafed unto her and she discovered her intent to her father, who forbade her therefrom, fearing her slaughter. However,
she repeated her speech to him a second and a third time, but he consented not. Then he cited unto her a parable, that should deter her, and she cited
him a parable in answer to his, and the talk was prolonged between them and the adducing of instances, till her father saw that he availed not to turn
her from her purpose and she said to him, 'Needs must I marry the king, so haply I may be a sacrifice for the children of the Muslims; either I shall
turn him from this his heresy or I shall die.' When the vizier despaired of dissuading her, he went up to the king and acquainted him with the case,
saying, 'I have a daughter and she desireth to give herself to the king.' Quoth the king, 'How can thy soul consent unto this, seeing that thou
knowest I lie but one night with a girl and when I arise on the morrow, I put her to death, and it is thou who slayest her, and thou hast done this
again and again?' 'Know, O king,' answered the vizier, 'that I have set forth all this to her, yet consented she not unto aught, but needs must she
have thy company and still chooseth to come to thee and present herself before thee, notwithstanding that I have cited to her the sayings of the
sages; but she hath answered me to the contrary thereof with more than that which I said to her.' And the king said, 'Bring her to me this night and
to-morrow morning come thou and take her and put her to death; and by Allah, an thou slay her not, I will slay thee and her also!'.19. The Sparrow
and the Peacock clii.? ? ? ? ? Up, to our comrade's convent, that we may visit him And drink of wine more subtle than dust; (115) our trusty
fere.Then he again began to pay me frequent visits and I entered into converse with him and questioned him of the band and how he came to
escape, he alone of them all. Quoth he, 'I left them from the day on which God the Most High delivered thee from them, for that they would not
obey my speech; wherefore I swore that I would no longer consort with them.' And I said, 'By Allah, I marvel at thee, for that thou wast the cause
of my preservation!' Quoth he, 'The world is full of this sort [of folk]; and we beseech God the Most High for safety, for that these [wretches]
practise upon men with every kind of device.' Then said I to him, 'Tell me the most extraordinary adventure of all that befell thee in this villainy
thou wast wont to practise.' And he answered, saying, 'O my brother, I was not present when they did on this wise, for that my part with them was
to concern myself with selling and buying and [providing them with] food; but I have heard that the most extraordinary thing that befell them was
on this wise..As I sat one day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the
physician, and with him is a company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a
scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I
rushed in and entering, found the company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my
greeting and rising, entreated me with honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but
I had driven him (115) away and come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to
me from among them two thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..There was once aforetime a chief officer [of police] and there
passed by him one day a Jew, with a basket in his hand, wherein were five thousand dinars; whereupon quoth the officer to one of his slaves,
"Canst thou make shift to take that money from yonder Jew's basket?" "Yes," answered he, nor did he tarry beyond the next day before he came to
his master, with the basket in his hand. So (quoth the officer) I said to him, "Go, bury it in such a place." So he went and buried it and returned and
told me. Hardly had he done this when there arose a clamour and up came the Jew, with one of the king's officers, avouching that the money
belonged to the Sultan and that he looked to none but us for it. We demanded of him three days' delay, as of wont, and I said to him who had taken
the money, "Go and lay somewhat in the Jew's house, that shall occupy him with himself." So he went and played a fine trick, to wit, he laid in a
basket a dead woman's hand, painted [with henna] and having a gold seal- ring on one of the fingers, and buried the basket under a flagstone in the
Jew's house. Then came we and searched and found the basket, whereupon we straightway clapped the Jew in irons for the murder of a
woman..Son, The Rich Man and his Wasteful, i. 252..34. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshid and his Vizier Jaafer ccxcvi.She passed
the night in his lodging and when she arose in the morning, she said to him, "O elder, may I not lack thy kind offices for the morning-meal! Go to
the money-changer and fetch me from him the like of yesterday's food." So he arose and betaking himself to the money-changer, acquainted him
with that which she had bidden him. The money-changer brought him all that she required and set it on the heads of porters; and the old man took
them and returned with them to Sitt el Milah. So she sat down with him and they ate their sufficiency, after which he removed the rest of the food.
Then she took the fruits and the flowers and setting them over against herself, wrought them into rings and knots and letters, whilst the old man
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looked on at a thing whose like he had never in his life seen and rejoiced therein..Sitt el Milah, Noureddin Ali of Damascus and, iii. 3..27. Alaeddin
Abou es Shamat dxx.149. El Melik en Nasir and his Vizier dcxcvii.So he went walking in the thoroughfares of the city and viewing its ordinance
and its markets and thoroughfares and gazing on its folk. Presently, Abou Nuwas met him. (Now he was of those of whom it is said, "They love the
fair," (8) and indeed there is said what is said concerning him. (9) When he saw Noureddin Ali, he stared at him in amazement and exclaimed,
"Say, I take refuge with the Lord of the Daybreak!" (10) Then he accosted the young Damascene and saluting him, said to him, "Why do I see my
lord alone and forlorn? Meseemeth thou art a stranger and knowest not this country; so, with my lord's permission, I will put myself at his service
and acquaint him with the streets, for that I know this city." Quoth Noureddin, "This will be of thy favour, O uncle." Whereat Abou Nuwas rejoiced
and fared on with him, showing him the markets and thoroughfares, till they came to the house of a slave-dealer, where he stopped and said to the
youth, "From what city art thou?" "From Damascus," answered Noureddin; and Abou Nuwas said, "By Allah, thou art from a blessed city, even as
saith of it the poet in the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? But if my wealth abound, of all I'm held in amity..? ? ? ? ? So shall we quaff the cups in
ease and cheer, In endless joyance, quit of care and woe..Unto its pristine lustre your land returned and more, iii. 132..Now the man who had stolen
the clothes and forged a lie against the pious woman, pretending that he was her lover, sickened of a sore sickness, and his people took him up and
set out with him to visit the holy woman, and Destiny brought them all together by the way. So they fared on, till they came to the city wherein the
man dwelt for whom she had paid a thousand dirhems, to deliver him from torment, and found him about to travel to her, by reason of a sickness
that had betided him. So they all fared on together, unknowing that the holy woman was she whom they had so foully wronged, and ceased not
going till they came to her city and foregathered at the gates of her palace, to wit, that wherein was the tomb of the king's daughter..43. Ibn es
Semmak and Er Reshid dlxviii.Issues of Good and Evil Actions, Of the, i. 103..155. Hassan of Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn
dcclxxviii.Meanwhile, Belehwan the froward addressed himself to pay court to Caesar, King of the Greeks, (131) and seek help of him in making
war upon his father, and he inclined unto him and gave him a numerous army. His father the king heard of this and sent to Caesar, saying, 'O king
of illustrious might, succour not an evil-doer. This is my son and he hath done thus and thus and cut his brother's throat and that of his brother's son
in the cradle.' But he told not the King of the Greeks that the child [had recovered and] was alive. When Caesar heard [the truth] of the matter, it
was grievous to him and he sent back to Suleiman Shah, saying, 'If it be thy will, O king, I will cut off his head and send it to thee.' But he made
answer, saying, 'I reck not of him: the reward of his deed and his crimes shall surely overtake him, if not to-day, then to-morrow.' And from that
day he continued to correspond with Caesar and to exchange letters and presents with him..Endeavour against Persistent Ill Fortune, Of the
Uselessness of, i. 70..? ? ? ? ? Whenas we saw the cup, forthright we signed to past it round And sun and moon unto our eyes shone sparkling from
it straight..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his
dwelling..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster dclxvii.? ? ? ? ? They have departed; but the steads yet full of them remain: Yea,
they have left me, but my heart of them doth not complain..? ? ? ? ? b. Story of the Eunuch Kafour ,,.Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in
my liver are, iii. 111.On this wise they abode till the morning, tasting not the savour of sleep; and when the day lightened, behold, the eunuch came
with the mule and said to Sitt el Milah, "The Commander of the Faithful calleth for thee." So she arose and taking her lord by the hand, committed
him to the old man, saying, "I commend him to thy care, under God, (40) till this eunuch cometh to thee; and indeed, O elder, I owe thee favour and
largesse such as filleth the interspace betwixt heaven and earth.".Sharper and the Merchant, The, ii. 46.So they carried him into the city and hid him
with them. Moreover, they agreed with a company of the king's chief officers, who had aforetime been those of Bekhtzeman, and acquainted them
with this; whereat they rejoiced with an exceeding joy. Then they assembled together to Bekhtzeman and made a covenant and handfast [of fealty]
with him and fell upon the enemy at unawares and slew him and seated King Bekhtzeman again on the throne of his kingship. And his affairs
prospered and God amended his estate and restored His bounty to him, and he ruled his subjects justly and abode in the obedience of the Most
High. On this wise, O king," continued the young treasurer, "he with whom God is and whose intent is pure, meeteth nought but good. As for me, I
have no helper other than God, and I am content to submit myself to His ordinance, for that He knoweth the purity of my intent.".They tell that
Haroun er Reshid was sitting one day to do away grievances, when there came up to him a woman and said to him, "O Commander of the Faithful,
may God accomplish thine affair and cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee and increase thee in elevation! Indeed, thou hast done
justice (85) and wrought equitably." (86) Quoth the Khalif to those who were present with him, "Know ye what this woman meaneth by her
saying?" And they answered, "Of a surety, she meaneth not otherwise than well, O Commander of the Faithful." "Nay," rejoined Haroun; "she
purposeth only in this an imprecation against me. As for her saying, 'God accomplish thine affair!' she hath taken it from the saying of the poet,
'When an affair is accomplished, its abatement (87) beginneth. Beware of cessation, whenas it is said, "It is accomplished."' As for her saying 'God
cause thee rejoice in that which He hath given thee,' she took it from the saying of God the Most High, 'Till, whenas they rejoiced in that which
they were given, we took them suddenly and lo, they were confounded!' (88) As for her saying, 'God increase thee in elevation!' she took it from
the saying of the poet, 'No bird flieth and riseth up on high, but, like as he flieth, he falleth.' And as for her saying, 'Indeed, thou hast done justice
and wrought equitably,' it is from the saying of the Most High, '[If ye deviate (89) or lag behind or turn aside, verily, God of that which ye do is
aware;' (90) and] 'As for the transgressors,' (91) they are fuel for hell[-fire]." (92).After this came the horseman, who had taken Abou Sabir's wife,
and complained of her to the king that she would not give him possession of herself, avouching that she was his wife. The king bade bring her
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before him, that he might hear her speech and pronounce judgment upon her. So the horseman came with her before him, and when the king saw
her, he knew her and taking her from her ravisher, bade put the latter to death. Then he became aware of the troops, that they murmured against
him and spoke of him as a tyrant; so he turned to his officers and viziers and said to them, 'As for me, by God the Great, I am not the king's brother!
Nay, I am but one whom the king imprisoned upon a word he heard from me and used every day to taunt me therewith. Ye think that I am the
king's brother; but I am Abou Sabir and God hath given me the kingship in virtue of my patience. As for the king who sought protection of me and
I despoiled him, it was he who first wronged me, for that he despoiled me aforetime and drove me forth of my native land and banished me,
without due [cause]; wherefore I requited him with that which he had done to me, in the way of lawful vengeance. As for the thieves who proffered
repentance, there was no repentance for them with me, for that they began upon me with foul [dealing] and waylaid me by the road and despoiled
me and took my good and my sons. Now these two boys, that I took of them and whom ye deemed slaves, are my very sons; so I avenged myself
on the thieves of that which they did with me aforetime and requited them with equity. As for the horseman whom I slew, the woman I took from
him was my wife and he took her by force, but God the Most High hath restored her [to me]; so this was my right, and my deed that I have done
was just, albeit ye, [judging] by the outward of the matter, deemed that I had done this by way of tyranny.' When the folk heard this, they marvelled
and fell prostrate before him; and they redoubled in esteem for him and exceeding affection and excused themselves to him, marvelling at that
which God had done with him and how He had given him the kingship by reason of his longsuffering and his patience and how he had raised
himself by his patience from the bottom of the pit to the throne of the kingdom, what while God cast down the [late] king from the throne into the
pit. (109) Then Abou Sabir foregathered with his wife and said to her, 'How deemest thou of the fruit of patience and its sweetness and the fruit of
haste and its bitterness? Verily, all that a man doth of good and evil, he shall assuredly abide.' On like wise, O king," continued the young treasurer,
"it behoveth thee to practise patience, whenas it is possible to thee, for that patience is of the fashion of the noble, and it is the chiefest of their
reliance, especially for kings.".111. The Pilgrim and the Old Woman who dwelt in the Desert ccccxxxiv.Then they went to the youth and said to
him, 'Know that the king thanketh thee for thy dealing yesternight and exceedeth in [praise of] thy good deed;' and they prompted him to do the like
again. So, when the next night came, the king abode on wake; watching the youth; and as for the latter, he went to the door of the pavilion and
drawing his sword, stood in the doorway. When the king saw him do thus, he was sore disquieted and bade seize him and said to him, 'Is this my
requital from thee? I showed thee favour more than any else and thou wouldst do with me this vile deed.' Then arose two of the king's servants and
said to him, 'O our lord, if thou command it, we will strike off his head.' But the king said, 'Haste in slaying is a vile thing, for it (107) is a grave
matter; the quick we can slay, but the slain we cannot quicken, and needs must we look to the issue of affairs. The slaying of this [youth] will not
escape us.' (108) Therewith he bade imprison him, whilst he himself returned [to the city] and despatching his occasions, went forth to the
chase..After that I tarried till three days had elapsed, when 1 went to the bath and changing my clothes, betook myself to her house, but found the
door locked and covered with dust. So I questioned the neighbours of her and they said, "This house hath been empty these many days; but three
days agone there came a woman with an ass, and yesternight, at eventide, she took her gear and went away." So I turned back, confounded in my
wit, and every day [after this, for many a day,] I inquired of the inhabitants [of the street] concerning her, but could light on no tidings of her. And
indeed I marvelled at the eloquence of her tongue and [the readiness of] her speech; and this is the most extraordinary of that which hath betided
me.'.INTRODUCTION.--Story of King Shehriyar and his Brother..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.Woman, The Thief and the, i.
278..59. The Enchanted Horse Night cclvii.Sindbad the Sailor and Hindbad the Porter, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the
beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me plied..There was once a man who was exceeding cautious over himself, and he set
out one day on a journey to a land abounding in wild beasts. The caravan wherein he was came by night to the gate of a city; but the warders
refused to open to them; so they passed the night without the city, and there were lions there. The man aforesaid, of the excess of his caution, could
not fix upon a place wherein he should pass the night, for fear of the wild beasts and reptiles; so he went about seeking an empty place wherein he
might lie..The learned man bethought him awhile of this, then made for Khelbes's house, which adjoined his own, still holding the latter; and when
they entered, they found the young man lying on the bed with Khelbes's wife; whereupon quoth he to him, 'O accursed one, the calamity is with
thee and in thine own house!' So Khelbes put away his wife and went forth, fleeing, and returned not to his own land. This, then," continued the
vizier, "is the consequence of lewdness, for whoso purposeth in himself craft and perfidy, they get possession of him, and had Khelbes conceived
of himself that (266) which he conceived of the folk of dishonour and calamity, there had betided him nothing of this. Nor is this story, rare and
extraordinary though it be, more extraordinary or rarer than that of the pious woman whose husband's brother accused her of lewdness.".? ? ? ? ? e.
The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dlvi.When King El Aziz heard the damsel's song, her speech and her verses pleased him and he said to El
Abbas, "O my son, verily, these damsels are weary with long versifying, and indeed they make us yearn after the dwellings and the homesteads
with the goodliness of their songs. Indeed, these five have adorned our assembly with the excellence of their melodies and have done well in that
which they have said before those who are present; wherefore we counsel thee to enfranchise them for the love of God the Most High." Quoth El
Abbas, "There is no commandment but thy commandment;" and he enfranchised the ten damsels in the assembly; whereupon they kissed the hands
of the king and his son and prostrated themselves in thanksgiving to God the Most High. Then they put off that which was upon them of ornaments
and laying aside the lutes [and other] instruments of music, clave to their houses, veiled, and went not forth. (144).Actions, Of the Issues of Good
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and Evil, i. 103..O thou that questionest the lily of its scent, ii. 256..? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon myself, The railers
flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..So she arose and making the ablution, prayed
that which behoved her of prayers (213) and accompanied the four queens to the palace, where she saw the candles lighted and the kings sitting.
She saluted them and seated herself upon her couch; and behold, King Es Shisban had changed his favour, for all the pride of his soul. Then came
up Iblis (whom God curse!) and Tuhfeh rose to him and kissed his hands. He in turn kissed her hand and called down blessings on her and said,
'How deemest thou? Is [not] this place pleasant, for all its loneliness and desolation?' Quoth she, 'None may be desolate in this place;' and he said,
'Know that no mortal dare tread [the soil of] this place.' But she answered, 'I have dared and trodden it, and this is of the number of thy favours.'
Then they brought tables and meats and viands and fruits and sweetmeats and what not else, to the description whereof mortal man availeth not,
and they ate till they had enough; after which the tables were removed and the trays and platters (214) set on, and they ranged the bottles and
flagons and vessels and phials, together with all manner fruits and sweet-scented flowers..Then he turned to the woman and said to her, 'And thou,
what sayst thou?' So she expounded to him her case and recounted to him all that had betided her and her husband, first and last, up to the time
when they took up their abode with the old man and woman who dwelt on the sea-shore. Then she set out that which the Magian had practised on
her of knavery and how he had carried her off in the ship and all that had betided her of humiliation and torment, what while the cadis and judges
and deputies hearkened to her speech. When the king heard the last of his wife's story, he said, 'Verily, there hath betided thee a grievous matter;
but hast thou knowledge of what thy husband did and what came of his affair?' 'Nay, by Allah,' answered she; 'I have no knowledge of him, save
that I leave him no hour unremembered in fervent prayer, and never, whilst I live, will he cease to be to me the father of my children and my
father's brother's son and my flesh and my blood.' Then she wept and the king bowed his head, whilst his eyes brimmed over with tears at her
story..143. Ibrahim of Mosul and the Devil dclxxxvii.95. Abou Suweid and the Handsome Old Woman dclxxxvii.72. Haroun er Reshid and the
three Girls ccclxxxvii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Chief of the New Cairo Police cccxliii.When the king had departed on his journey, the vizier said in
himself, 'Needs must I look upon this damsel whom the king loveth with all this love.' So he hid himself in a place, that he might look upon her,
and saw her overpassing description; wherefore he was confounded at her and his wit was dazed and love got the mastery of him, so that he said to
her, saying, 'Have pity on me, for indeed I perish for the love of thee.' She sent back to him, saying, 'O vizier, thou art in the place of trust and
confidence, so do not thou betray thy trust, but make thine inward like unto thine outward (113) and occupy thyself with thy wife and that which is
lawful to thee. As for this, it is lust and [women are all of] one taste. (114) And if thou wilt not be forbidden from this talk, I will make thee a
byword and a reproach among the folk.' When the vizier heard her answer, he knew that she was chaste of soul and body; wherefore he repented
with the utmost of repentance and feared for himself from the king and said, 'Needs must I contrive a device wherewithal I may destroy her; else
shall I be disgraced with the king.'.Then the queen entered the palace and sat down on the throne of the circumcision (231) at the upper end of the
hall, whereupon Tuhfeh took the lute and pressing it to her bosom, touched its strings on such wise that the wits of all present were bewildered and
the Sheikh Iblis said to her, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, I conjure thee, by the life of this worshipful queen, sing for me and praise thyself, and gainsay me
not.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience; yet, but for the adjuration by which thou conjurest me, I had not done this. Doth any praise himself?
What manner of thing is this?' Then she improvised and sang the following verses:.Meanwhile the king said to his vizier, "How shall we do in the
matter of yonder youth, the Yemani, on whom we thought to confer largesse, but he hath largessed us with tenfold [our gift] and more, and we
know not if he be a sojourner with us or no?" Then he went into the harem and gave the rubies to his wife Afifeh, who said to him, "What is the
worth of these with thee and with [other] the kings?" And he answered, "They are not to be found save with the greatest of kings and none may
avail to price them with money." Quoth she, "Whence gottest thou them?" So he recounted to her the story of El Abbas from first to last, and she
said, "By Allah, the claims of honour are imperative on us and the king hath fallen short of his due; for that we have not seen him bid him to his
assembly, nor hath he seated him on his left hand.".God, Of the Speedy Relief of, i. 174..When El Aziz had sat awhile, he summoned the
mamelukes of his son El Abbas, and they were five-and-twenty in number, besides half a score slave-girls, as they were moons, five of whom the
king had brought with him and other five he had left with the prince's mother. When the mamelukes came before him, he cast over each of them a
mantle of green brocade and bade them mount like horses of one and the same fashion and enter Baghdad and enquire concerning their lord El
Abbas. So they entered the city and passed through the [streets and] markets, and there abode in Baghdad nor old man nor boy but came forth to
gaze on them and divert himself with the sight of their beauty and grace and the goodliness of their aspect and of their clothes and horses, for that
they were even as moons. They gave not over going till they came to the royal palace, where they halted, and the king looked at them and seeing
their beauty and the goodliness of their apparel and the brightness of their faces, said, "Would I knew of which of the tribes these are!" And he bade
the eunuch bring him news of them.."There was once a merchant named Abou Temam, and he was a man of understanding and good breeding,
quick-witted and truthful in all his affairs, and he had wealth galore. Now there was in his land an unjust king and a jealous, and Abou Temam
feared for his wealth from this king and said, 'I will remove hence to another place where I shall not be in fear.' So he made for the city of Ilan Shah
and built himself a palace therein and transporting his wealth thither, took up his abode there. Presently, the news of him reached King Ilan Shah;
so he sent to bid him to his presence and said to him, 'We know of thy coming to us and thine entry under our allegiance, and indeed we have heard
of thine excellence and wit and generosity; so welcome to thee and fair welcome! The land is thy land and at thy commandment, and whatsoever
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occasion thou hast unto us, it is [already] accomplished unto thee; and it behoveth that thou be near our person and of our assembly.' Abou Temam
prostrated himself to the king and said to him, 'O king, I will serve thee with my wealth and my life, but do thou excuse me from nearness unto
thee, for that, [if I took service about thy person], I should not be safe from enemies and enviers.' Then he addressed himself to serve the king with
presents and largesses, and the king saw him to be intelligent, well-bred and of good counsel; so he committed to him the ordinance of his affairs
and in his hand was the power to bind and loose..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to
shampooing his hands and feet, whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the
world the like of thee, no, nor a pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went
to the bath; after which the master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank
and he related to them the story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while
the young merchant abode in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this
is the end of his story. Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his
wit.".One day the Commander of the Faithful bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous
apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of
salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and
his eloquence and the readiness of his speech and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is
excusable in her love for him, and if we had put her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads."
Then he turned to the young man and entering into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous,
pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his
journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions;
and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns,
but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord," answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he
acquainted him with his case from first to last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..The two girls let me
down from fourscore fathoms' height, i. 49..147. Isaac of Mosul and his Mistress and the Devil dcxcr
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