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Now there was with him a youth and he said, "By Allah, I was not with him and indeed it is six months since I entered the city, nor did I set eyes on
the stuffs until they were brought hither." Quoth we, "Show us the stuffs." So he carried us to a place wherein was a pit, beside the water-wheel,
and digging there, brought out the stolen goods, with not a stitch of them missing. So we took them and carried the keeper to the prefecture, where
we stripped him and beat him with palm-rods till he confessed to thefts galore. Now I did this by way of mockery against my comrades, and it
succeeded.' (142).? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long drawn out and expectation drear..Then Ishac went forth of
the barrack and overtook Er Reshid [who had foregone him]; and they walked till they came to their [landing-]place, where they embarked in the
boat and fared on to Theghr el Khanekah. (177) As for the slave-dealer, he sent the damsel to the house of Ishac en Nedim, whose slave-girls took
her and carried her to the bath. Then each damsel gave her somewhat of her apparel and they decked her with earrings and bracelets, so that she
redoubled in beauty and became as she were the moon on the night of its full. When Ishac returned home from the Khalifs palace, Tuhfeh rose to
him and kissed his hand; and he saw that which the slave-girls had done with her and thanked them therefor and said to them, 'Let her be in the
house of instruction and bring her instruments of music, and if she be apt unto singing, teach her; and may God the Most High vouchsafe her health
and weal!' So there passed over her three months, what while she abode with him in the house of instruction, and they brought her the instruments
of music. Moreover, as time went on, she was vouchsafed health and soundness and her beauty waxed many times greater than before and her
pallor was changed to white and red, so that she became a ravishment to all who looked on her..Before I entered this corporation, (149) I had a
draper's shop and there used to come to me a man whom I knew not, save by his face, and I would give him what he sought and have patience with
him, till he could pay me. One day, I foregathered with certain of my friends and we sat down to drink. So we drank and made merry and played at
Tab; (150) and we made one of us Vizier and another Sultan and a third headsman..? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dccccxxi.When she had
made an end of her verses, Er Reshid said to her, 'O Tuhfeh, thine absence was extraordinary, but thy presence (251) is yet more extraordinary.' 'By
Allah, O my lord,' answered she, 'thou sayst sooth.' And she took his hand and said to him, 'See what I have brought with me.' So he looked and
saw riches such as neither words could describe nor registers avail to set out, pearls and jewels and jacinths and precious stones and great pearls
and magnificent dresses of honour, adorned with pearls and jewels and embroidered with red gold. Moreover, she showed him that which Queen Es
Shuhba had bestowed on her of those carpets, which she had brought with her, and that her throne, the like whereof neither Chosroes nor Cassar
possessed, and those tables inlaid with pearls and jewels and those vessels, that amazed all who looked on them, and the crown, that was on the
head of the circumcised boy, and those dresses of honour, which Queen Es Shuhba and the Sheikh Aboultawaif had put off upon her, and the trays
wherein were those riches; brief, she showed him treasures the like whereof he had never in his life set eyes on and which the tongue availeth not to
describe and whereat all who looked thereon were amazed..When she had made an end of her verses, she considered her affair and said in herself,
'By Allah, all these things have betided by the ordinance of God the Most High and His providence and this was written and charactered upon the
forehead.' Then she landed and fared on till she came to a spacious place, where she enquired of the folk and hired a house. Thither she straightway
transported all that was in the ship of goods and sending for brokers, sold all that was with her. Then she took part of the price and fell to enquiring
of the folk, so haply she might scent out tidings [of her lost husband]. Moreover, she addressed herself to lavishing alms and tending the sick,
clothing the naked and pouring water upon the dry ground of the forlorn. On this wise she abode a whole year, and every little while she sold of her
goods and gave alms to the sick and the needy; wherefore her report was bruited abroad in the city and the folk were lavish in her praise..When the
news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the
trumpets sounded and the musicians played, that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all
this, she repented with the uttermost of repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals.
Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island.
When he espied the approaching host, he knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen,
said to those about him, "Among yonder troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the
standard of my father, the which is reserved [unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in
quest of me." And he was certified of this, he and his troops..? ? ? ? ? v. The Sharpers with the Money-Changer and the Ass dccccxiv.? ? ? ? ?
Pardon of God for everything I crave, except thy love, For on the day of meeting Him, that will my good deed be..When the morning morrowed
and the king sat on the throne of his kingship, he summoned the chief of his viziers and said to him, "What deemest thou of this that yonder
robber-youth hath done? Behold, he hath entered my house and lain down on my bed and I fear lest there be an intrigue between him and the
woman. How deemest thou of the affair?" "God prolong the king's continuance!" replied the vizier. "What sawest thou in this youth [to make thee
trust in him]? Is he not vile of origin, the son of thieves? Needs must a thief revert to his vile origin, and whoso reareth the young of the serpent
shall get of them nought but biting. As for the woman, she is not at fault; for, since [the] time [of her marriage with thee] till now, there hath
appeared from her nought but good breeding and modesty; and now, if the king give me leave, I will go to her and question her, so I may discover
to thee the affair.".? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..When they
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were grown familiar with him, the queen-mother fell to sending [privily] for the amirs, one by one, and swearing them to secrecy; and when she
was assured of their trustworthiness, she discovered to them that the king had left but a daughter and that she had done this but that she might
continue the kingship in his family and that the governance should not go forth from them; after which she told them that she was minded to marry
her daughter with the new-comer, her father's brother's son, and that he should be the holder of the kingship. They approved of her proposal and
when she had discovered the secret to the last of them [and assured herself of their support], she published the news abroad and sent for the cadis
and assessors, who drew up the contract of marriage between Selim and the princess, and they lavished gifts upon the troops and overwhelmed
them with bounties. Then was the bride carried in procession to the young man and the kingship was stablished unto him and the governance of the
realm..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..Now the king of the city was dead and had left no son, and the townsfolk fell out
concerning who should be king over them: and their sayings differed and their counsels, so that turmoil was like to betide between them by reason
of this. At last, after long dissension, they came to an accord and agreed to leave the choice to the late king's elephant and that he unto whom he
consented should be king and that they would not contest the commandment with him. So they made oath of this and on the morrow, they brought
out the elephant and came forth to the utterward of the city; nor was there man or woman left in the place but was present at that time. Then they
adorned the elephant and setting up the throne on his back, gave him the crown in his trunk; and he went round about examining the faces of the
folk, but stopped not with any of them till he came to the banished king, the forlorn, the exile, him who had lost his children and his wife, when he
prostrated himself to him and placing the crown on his head, took him up and set him on his back..29. Maan ben Zaideh and the three Girls
dxxxii.The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is
extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such
an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..85. Jaafer the Barmecide and the Old Bedouin cccxcv.? ? ? ? ? "Fair patience practise, for
thereon still followeth content." So runs the rede 'mongst all that dwell in city or in tent..When the king heard this, he said, "I will not isolate myself
from the folk and slay my vizier." And he bade him depart to his dwelling..So the old woman returned to the lover and said to him, "I have skilfully
contrived the affair for thee with her; [and now it behoveth us to amend that we have marred]. So go now and sit with the draper and bespeak him
of the turban-cloth, [saying, 'The turban-cloth I bought of thee I chanced to burn in two places; so I gave it to a certain old woman, to get mended,
and she took it and went away, and I know not her dwelling-place.'] When thou seest me pass by, rise and lay hold of me [and demand of me the
turban-cloth], to the intent that I may amend her case with her husband and that thou mayst be even with her." So he repaired to the draper's shop
and sat down by him and said to him, "Thou knowest the turban-cloth I bought of thee?" "Yes," answered the draper, and the other said, "Knowest
thou what is come of it?" "No," replied the husband, and the youth said, "After I bought it of thee, I fumigated myself (58) and it befell that the
turban-cloth was burnt in two places. So I gave it to a woman, whose son, they said, was a fine-drawer, and she took it and went away with it; and I
know not her abiding-place." When the draper heard this, he misdoubted him [of having wrongly suspected his wife] and marvelled at the story of
the turban-cloth, and his mind was set at ease concerning her..The Khalif marvelled at my speech and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his
letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath
been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I returned to my house and paid the poor-rate
(216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart
the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and drinking and pleasure and delight.".Then she
gave out among the folk that the king's father's brother's son was come and bade the grandees and troops go forth to meet him. Moreover, she
decorated the city in his honour and the drums of good tidings beat for him, whilst all the king's household [went out to meet him and] dismounting
before him, [escorted him to the city and] lodged him with the queen-mother in her palace. Then she bade the chiefs of the state attend his
assembly; so they presented themselves before him and saw of his breeding and accomplishments that which amazed them and made them forget
the breeding of those who had foregone him of the kings..167. Kemerezzeman and the Jeweller's Wife dcccclxiii.? ? ? ? ? The wine was sweet to us
to drink in pleasance and repose, And in a garden of the garths of Paradise we lay,.? ? ? ? ? How many a victim of the pangs of love-liking hath
died! Tired is my patience, but of blame my censors never tire..When the king heard this, he said, 'This proof sufficeth me,' and rising forthright in
the night, let bring the youth and the eunuch. Then he examined the former's throat with a candle and saw [the scar where] it [had been] cut from
ear to ear, and indeed the place had healed up and it was like unto a stretched-out thread. Therewithal the king fell down prostrate to God, [in
thanksgiving to Him] for that He had delivered the prince from all these perils and from the stresses that he had undergone, and rejoiced with an
exceeding joy for that he had wrought deliberately and had not made haste to slay him, in which case sore repentance had betided him. As for the
youth," continued the young treasurer, "he was not saved but because his term was deferred, and on like wise, O king, is it with me; I too have a
deferred term, which I shall attain, and a period which I shall accomplish, and I trust in God the Most High that He will give me the victory over
these wicked viziers.".It chanced one day that he fell in upon a company of folk and they overcame him by dint of numbers and taking him
prisoner, pinioned him and carried him to the lord of that country. The latter saw his fashion and grace and misdoubting of him, said, 'This is no
robber's favour. Tell me truly, O youth, who thou art.' Bihzad thought shame to acquaint him with his condition and chose rather death for himself;
so he answered, 'I am nought but a thief and a bandit.' Quoth the king, 'It behoveth us not to act hastily in the matter of this youth, but that we look
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into his affair, for that haste still engendereth repentance.' So he imprisoned him in his palace and assigned him one who should serve him..? ? ? ? ?
Parting hath sundered us, belov'd; indeed, I stood in dread Of this, whilst yet our happiness in union was complete..When King Kisra heard this, he
redoubled in loveliking for her and affection and said to her, 'Do what thou wilt.' So he let bring a litter and carrying her therein to his
dwelling-place, married her and entreated her with the utmost honour. Then he sent a great army to King Dadbin and fetching him and his vizier
and the chamberlain, caused bring them before him, unknowing what he purposed with them. Moreover, he caused set up for Arwa a pavilion in the
courtyard of his palace and she entered therein and let down the curtain before herself. When the servants had set their seats and they had seated
themselves, Arwa raised a corner of the curtain and said, 'O Kardan, rise to thy feet, for it befitteth not that thou sit in the like of this assembly,
before this mighty King Kisra.' When the vizier heard these words, his heart quaked and his joints were loosened and of his fear, he rose to his feet.
Then said she to him, 'By the virtue of Him who hath made thee stand in this place of standing [up to judgment], and thou abject and humiliated, I
conjure thee speak the truth and say what prompted thee to lie against me and cause me go forth from my house and from the hand of my husband
and made thee practise thus against a man, (117) a true believer, and slay him. This is no place wherein leasing availeth nor may prevarication be
therein.'.?STORY OF THE DETHRONED KING WHOSE KINGDOM AND GOOD WERE RESTORED TO HIM..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second
Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor dxliii.? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a Schoolmaster
dclxvii.Indeed, thou'st told the tale of kings and men of might, iii. 87..Firouz and his Wife, i. 209..Hardly was the night come, when he went in to
his wife and found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he
might be certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence
have I committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the
desire of thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are
those who are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss
him!' And she said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him
and kissed him.' When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I
have a letter from thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he
did indeed cut his throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not
come.'.148. The Lovers of Medina dcxcvi.Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made
Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied
out in person and fought a sore battle and overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in
triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him, 'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet
dost thou apply thyself in person to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and
deemest that victory is in abundance of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou
errest in this thy belief! Woe and again woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and
majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too, O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out
against me with eight hundred men, whilst I had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God;
so he defeated me and routed me and I was put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had]
withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me.
Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the
multitude of thy troops and reliedst not upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who
advantageth and endamageth thee, thine enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the
hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed
from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together
those who remained with me, fell upon mine enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise,
whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His
aid.'.Meanwhile, the woman went out at hazard and donning devotee's apparel, fared on without ceasing, till she came to a city and found the king's
deputies dunning the towns-folk for the tribute, out of season. Presently, she saw a man, whom they were pressing for the tribute; so she enquired
of his case and being acquainted therewith, paid down the thousand dirhems for him and delivered him from beating; whereupon he thanked her
and those who were present. When he was set free, he accosted her and besought her to go with him to his dwelling. So she accompanied him
thither and supped with him and passed the night. When the night darkened on him, his soul prompted him to evil, for that which he saw of her
beauty and loveliness, and he lusted after her and required her [of love]; but she repelled him and bade him fear God the Most High and reminded
him of that which she had done with him of kindness and how she had delivered him from beating and humiliation..? ? ? ? ? Whenas the folk
assemble for birling at the wine, Whether in morning's splendour or when night's shades descend..30. Maan ben Zaideh and the Bedouin
dxxxii.?STORY OF THE IDIOT AND THE SHARPER..So the thief entered, he and the husband; and when they were both in the chamber, she
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locked on them the door, which was a stout one, and said to the thief, 'Out on thee, O fool! Thou hast fallen [into the trap] and now I have but to cry
out and the officers of the police will come and take thee and thou wilt lose thy life, O Satan!' Quoth he, 'Let me go forth;' and she said, 'Thou art a
man and I am a woman; and in thy hand is a knife and I am afraid of thee.' Quoth he, 'Take the knife from me.' So she took the knife from him and
said to her husband, 'Art thou a woman and he a man? Mar his nape with beating, even as he did with thee; and if he put out his hand to thee, I will
cry out and the police will come and take him and cut him in sunder.' So the husband said to him, 'O thousand-horned, (248) O dog, O traitor, I owe
thee a deposit, (249) for which thou dunnest me.' And he fell to beating him grievously with a stick of live-oak, whilst he called out to the woman
for help and besought her of deliverance; but she said, 'Abide in thy place till the morning, and thou shalt see wonders.' And her husband beat him
within the chamber, till he [well- nigh] made an end of him and he swooned away..Three Men and our Lord Jesus, The, i. 282..69. The
Water-Carrier and the Goldsmith's Wife dcliv.Sherik ben Amrou, what device avails the hand of death to stay? i. 204..There was once a man hight
Khelbes, who was a lewd fellow, a calamity, notorious for this fashion, and he had a fair wife, renowned for beauty and loveliness. A man of his
townsfolk fell in love with her and she also loved him. Now Khelbes was a crafty fellow and full of tricks, and there was in his neighbourhood a
learned man, to whom the folk used to resort every day and he told them stories and admonished them [with moral instances]; and Khelbes was
wont to be present in his assembly, for the sake of making a show before the folk..? ? ? ? ? All hearkening to my word, obeying my command, In
whatsoever thing is pleasing to my sight..So he arose and taking his weaving gear, sold it and bought with the price drugs and simples and wrought
himself a carpet, with which they set out and journeyed to a certain village, where they took up their abode. Then the man donned a physician's
habit and fell to going round about the hamlets and villages and country parts; and he began to earn his living and make gain. Their affairs
prospered and their case was bettered; wherefore they praised God for their present ease and the village became to them a home..Then he went on
and presently there met him a third woodcutter and he said to him, 'Pay what is due from thee.' And he answered, 'I will pay thee a dirhem when I
enter the city; or take of me four danics (246) [now].' Quoth the tither, 'I will not do it,' but the old man said to him, 'Take of him the four danics
presently, for it is easy to take and hard to restore.' 'By Allah,' quoth the tither, 'it is good!' and he arose and went on, crying out, at the top of his
voice and saying, 'I have no power to-day [to do evil].' Then he put off his clothes and went forth wandering at a venture, repenting unto his Lord.
Nor," added the vizier, "is this story more extraordinary than that of the thief who believed the woman and sought refuge with God against falling
in with her like, by reason of her cunning contrivance for herself.".Meimoun was silent and Iblis turned to Tuhfeh and said to her, 'Sing to the kings
of the Jinn this day and to-night until the morrow, when the boy will be circumcised and each shall return to his own place.' So she took the lute
and Kemeriyeh said to her, (now she had in her hand a cedrat), 'O my sister, sing to me on this cedrat.' 'Hearkening and obedience,' replied Tuhfeh,
and improvising, sang the following verses:.Shehrzad and Shehriyar, ii. 111, iii. 141, 157..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother
clii.Ass, the Sharpers, the Money-Changer and the, ii. 41..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ef. Story of the Barber's Sixth Brother xxxiii.Now it was the
night-season. So the soldiers carried him without the city, thinking to crucify him, when, behold, there came out upon them thieves and fell in on
them with swords and [other] weapons. Thereupon the guards left him whom they purposed to put to death [and took to flight], whilst the man who
was going to slaughter fled forth at a venture and plunging into the desert, knew not whither he went before he found himself in a thicket and there
came out upon him a lion of frightful aspect, which snatched him up and set him under him. Then he went up to a tree and tearing it up by the
roots, covered the man therewith and made off into the thicket, in quest of the lioness..? ? ? ? ? Since thou hast looked on her, mine eye, be easy,
for by God Nor mote nor ailment needst thou fear nor evil accident..? ? ? ? ? g. The Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.As I sat one day at the
door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a company
of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and sent her
away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the company
engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with honour
and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and come to
them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two thousand
dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..When the company heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the
fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and
more extraordinary than this..He gained him wealth and returning to his native land, after twenty years' absence, alighted in the neighbourhood of
an old woman, whom he bespoke fair and entreated with liberality, requiring of her a wench whom he might lie withal. Quoth she, 'I know none but
a certain fair woman, who is renowned for this fashion.' (12) Then she described her charms to him and made him lust after her, and he said,
'Hasten to her forthright and lavish unto her that which she asketh, [in exchange for her favours].' So the old woman betook herself to the damsel
and discovered to her the man's wishes and bade her to him; but she answered, saying, 'It is true that I was on this [fashion of] whoredom
[aforetime]; but now I have repented to God the Most High and hanker no more after this; nay, I desire lawful marriage; so, if he be content with
that which is lawful, I am at his service.'.When he felt the water, he struck out, and gave not over swimming till he landed upon an island, where he
abode five days, finding nothing which he might eat or drink; but, on the sixth day, when he despaired of himself, he caught sight of a passing ship;
so he made signals to the crew and they came and took him up and fared on with him to an inhabited country, where they set him ashore, naked as
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he was. There he saw a man tilling; so he sought guidance of him and the husbandman said, 'Art thou a stranger?' 'Yes,' answered the king and sat
with him and they talked. The husbandman found him quickwitted and intelligent and said to him, 'If thou sawest a comrade of mine, thou wouldst
see him the like of what I see thee, for his case is even as thy case, and he is presently my friend.'.164. The Merchant of Oman dccccxlvi.Therewith
King Shah Bekht rejoiced with an exceeding great joy and said, 'Praise be to God who hath delivered me from yonder man and hath preserved me
from the loss of the kingship and the cessation of prosperity from me!' So the affair of the vizier returned to order and well-being and the king
restored him to his place and advanced him in rank. Moreover, he assembled the folk who had missaid of him and destroyed them all, to the last
man. And how like," continued the vizier, "is this story unto that of myself and King Shah Bekht, with regard to that whereinto I am fallen of the
changing of the king's heart and his giving credence to others against me; but now is the righteousness of my dealing established in thine eyes, for
that God the Most High hath inspired me with wisdom and endowed thee with longanimity and patience [to hearken] from me unto that which He
allotted unto those who had foregone us, till He hath shown forth my innocence and made manifest unto thee the truth. For now the days are past,
wherein it was avouched to the king that I should endeavour for the destruction of my soul, (81) [to wit,] the month; and behold, the probation time
is over and gone, and past is the season of evil and ceased, by the king's good fortune." Then he bowed his head and was silent. (82).?A MERRY
JEST OF A THIEF..96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.On the morrow, she said to the old man, "Get thee to the money-changer and
fetch me the ordinary." So he repaired to the money-changer and delivered him the message, whereupon he made ready meat and drink, as of his
wont, [with which the old man returned to the damsel and they ate till they had enough. When she had eaten,] she sought of him wine and he went
to the Jew and fetched it. Then they sat down and drank; and when she grew drunken, she took the lute and smiting it, fell a-singing and chanted
the following verses:.The Tenth Day..? ? ? ? ? Kohl (159) in its native country, too, is but a kind of stone; Cast out and thrown upon the ways, it
lies unvalued quite;.? ? ? ? ? e. The Story of the Portress xviii.? ? ? ? ? Whenas the burdens all were bounden on and shrill The camel-leader's call
rang out across the air,.On this wise we abode a whole year, at the end of which time she was absent (185) from me a month's space, wherefore fire
raged in my heart on her account. When it was the next month, behold, a little eunuch presented himself to me and said, "I am a messenger to thee
from such an one," [naming my mistress], "who giveth thee to know that the Commander of the Faithful hath sentenced her to be drowned, her and
those who are with her, six-and-twenty slave-girls, on such a day at Deir et Tin, (186) for that they have confessed against one another of lewdness,
and she biddeth thee look how thou mayst do with her and how thou mayst contrive to deliver her, even if thou gather together all her money and
spend it upon her, for that this is the time of manhood." (187) Quoth I, "I know not this woman; belike it is other than I [to whom this message is
addressed]; so beware, O eunuch, lest thou cast me into stress." Quoth he, "Behold, I have told thee [that which I had to say,"] and went away,
leaving me in concern [on her account]..? ? ? ? ? Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, Yet ye torment me, for to
you 'tis pleasing to torment..74. The Devout Woman and the Two Wicked Elders dclix.? ? ? ? ? By God, how pleasant was the night we passed,
with him for third! Muslim and Jew and Nazarene, we sported till the day..? ? ? ? ? Then spare me, by Him who vouchsafed thee the kingship; For
a gift in this world is the regal estate..Then the astrologers made their calculations and looked into his nativity and his ascendant, whereupon their
colour changed and they were confounded. Quoth the king to them, 'Acquaint me with his horoscope and ye shall have assurance and fear ye not of
aught' 'O king,' answered they, 'this child's nativity denotes that, in the seventh year of his age, there is to be feared for him from a lion, which will
attack him; and if he be saved from the lion, there will betide an affair yet sorer and more grievous.' 'What is that?' asked the king; and they said,
'We will not speak, except the king command us thereto and give us assurance from [that which we] fear.' Quoth the king, 'God assure you!' And
they said, 'If he be saved from the lion, the king's destruction will be at his hand.' When the king heard this, his colour changed and his breast was
straitened; but he said in himself, 'I will be watchful and do my endeavour and suffer not the lion to eat him. It cannot be that he will kill me, and
indeed the astrologers lied.'.7. Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ab. Story of the King's Son and the Ogress v.Accordingly,
Shefikeh went out and repairing to the nurse's house, found her clad in apparel other (100) than that which she had been wont to wear aforetime. So
she saluted her and said to her, "Whence hadst thou this dress, than which there is no goodlier?" "O Shefikeh," answered the nurse, "thou deemest
that I have gotten (101) no good save of thy mistress; but, by Allah, had I endeavoured for her destruction, I had done [that which was my right],
for that she did with me what thou knowest (102) and bade the eunuch beat me, without offence of me committed; wherefore do thou tell her that
he, on whose behalf I bestirred myself with her, hath made me quit of her and her humours, for that he hath clad me in this habit and given me two
hundred and fifty dinars and promised me the like thereof every year and charged me serve none of the folk.".Bihkerd, Story of King, i. 121..Then
they fell to journeying night and day, and as they went, behold, they sighted a camp of the camps of the Arabs. So El Abbas enquired thereof and
was told that it was the camp of the Benou Zuhreh. Now there were around them sheep and cattle, such as filled the earth, and they were enemies to
El Akil, the cousin of El Abbas, upon whom they still made raids and took his cattle; wherefore he used to pay them tribute every year, for that he
availed not to cope with them. When El Abbas came near the camp, he dismounted from his courser and his servant Aamir also dismounted; and
they set down the victual and ate their sufficiency and rested awhile of the day. Then said the prince to Aamir, "Fetch water and give the horses to
drink and draw water for us in thy water-bag, by way of provision for the road.".There was once in the city of Hemadan (191) a young man of
comely aspect and excellently skilled in singing to the lute, and he was well seen of the people of the city. He went forth one day of his city, with
intent to travel, and gave not over journeying till his travel brought him to a goodly city. Now he had with him a lute and what pertained thereto,
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(192) so he entered and went round about the city till he fell in with a druggist, who, when he espied him, called to him. So he went up to him and
he bade him sit down. Accordingly, he sat down by him and the druggist questioned him of his case. The singer told him what was in his mind and
the other took him up into his shop and brought him food and fed him. Then said he to him, 'Arise and take up thy lute and beg about the streets,
and whenas thou smellest the odour of wine, break in upon the drinkers and say to them, "I am a singer." They will laugh and say, "Come, [sing] to
us." And when thou singest, the folk will know thee and bespeak one another of thee; so shall thou become known in the city and thine affairs will
prosper.'.Say, by the lightnings of thy teeth and thy soul's pure desire, iii. 19..66. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Er Reshid and Zubeideh dclii.158.
Ali Noureddin and the Frank King's Daughter dccclxiii.Cairo (The Merchant of) and the Favourite of the Khalif El Mamoun El Hakim bi Amrillah,
iii. 171..Still do I yearn, whilst passion's fire flames in my liver are, iii. 111.Meanwhile, she prayed to God the Most High that He would establish
her innocence in the eyes of her husband and the folk. So He sent down upon her husband's brother a sore disease and none knew a remedy for him;
wherefore he said to his brother, ' In such a city is a pious woman, a recluse, and her prayers are answered; so do thou carry me to her, that she may
pray for me and God (to whom belong might and majesty) may make me whole of this sickness.' Accordingly, he took him up and fared on with
him, till they came to the village where dwelt the old man, who had rescued the woman from the pit and carried her to his dwelling and tended her
there, [till she recovered]..86. The Three Unfortunate Lovers dclxxii.? ? ? ? ? Whose wits (like mine, alack!) thou stalest and whose hearts With
shafts from out thine eyes bewitching thou didst smite..If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite, ii. 196..10. The Enchanted Horse
ccxlir.Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..There was once of old time a foolish, ignorant man, who had wealth
galore, and his wife was a fair woman, who loved a handsome youth. The latter used to watch for her husband's absence and come to her, and on
this wise he abode a long while. One day, as the woman was private with her lover, he said to her, 'O my lady and my beloved, if thou desire me
and love me, give me possession of thyself and accomplish my need in thy husband's presence; else will I never again come to thee nor draw near
thee, what while I abide on life.' Now she loved him with an exceeding love and could not brook his separation an hour nor could endure to vex
him; so, when she heard his words, she said to him, ['So be it,] in God's name, O my beloved and solace of mine eyes, may he not live who would
vex thee!' Quoth he, 'To-day?' And she said, 'Yes, by thy life,' and appointed him of this..? ? ? ? ? If with her cheek and lustre thou thyself adorn,
(120) thou'lt find But chrysolites and gold, with nought of baser metal blent..Then he bade take her away; so she was carried to her chamber and he
sent her a black slave-girl, with a casket, wherein were three thousand dinars and a carcanet of gold, set with pearls, great and small, and jewels,
worth other three thousand, saying to her, "The slave-girl and that which is with her are a gift from me to thee." When she heard this, she said,
"God forbid that I should be consoled for the love of my lord and my master, though with the earth full of gold!" And she improvised and recited
the following verses:.Still by your ruined camp a dweller I abide, ii. 209..THE BOOK OF THE THOUSAND NIGHTS AND ONE NIGHT..See,
then, O august king," continued the youth, "what envy doth and injustice and how God caused the viziers' malice revert upon their own necks; and I
trust in God that He will succour me against all who envy me my favour with the king and show forth the truth unto him. Indeed, I fear not for my
life from death; only I fear lest the king repent of my slaughter, for that I am guiltless of offence, and if I knew that I were guilty of aught, my
tongue would be mute.".So, on the morrow, she made her ready and donning the costliest of apparel, adorned herself with the most magnificent of
ornaments and the highest of price and stained her hands with henna. Then she let down her tresses upon her shoulders and went forth, walking
along with coquettish swimming gait and amorous grace, followed by her slave-girls, till she came to the young merchant's shop and sitting down
thereat, under colour of seeking stuffs, saluted him and demanded of him somewhat of merchandise. So he brought out to her various kinds of
stuffs and she took them and turned them over, talking with him the while. Then said she to him, "Look at the goodliness of my shape and my
symmetry. Seest thou in me any default?" And he answered, "No, O my lady." "Is it lawful," continued she, "in any one that he should slander me
and say that I am humpbacked?".Then he bade fetch the youth and when he was present before him, he prostrated himself to him and prayed for
him; whereupon quoth the king to him, "Out on thee! How long shall the folk upbraid me on thine account and blame me for delaying thy
slaughter? Even the people of my city blame me because of thee, so that I am grown a talking-stock among them, and indeed they come in to me
and upbraid me [and urge me] to put thee to death. How long shall I delay this? Indeed, this very day I mean to shed thy blood and rid the folk of
thy prate.".When twenty days had passed by, each [egg] was hatched, and the vizier bade them pair the chickens, male and female, and rear them
well. So they did this and it was found a charge unto no one. Then they waited for them awhile and after this the vizier enquired of the chickens and
was told that they were become fowls. Moreover, they brought him all their eggs and he bade set them; and after twenty days there were hatched
from each [pair] of them thirty or five-and-twenty or fifteen [chickens] at the least. The vizier let note against each man the number of chickens that
pertained to him, and after two months, he took the old hens and the cockerels, and there came to him from each man nigh half a score, and he left
the [young] hens with them. On like wise he sent to the country folk and let the cocks abide with them. So he got him young ones [galore] and
appropriated to himself the sale of the fowls, and on this wise he got him, in the course of a year, that which the regal estate required of the king
and his affairs were set right for him by the vizier's contrivance. And he peopled (258) the country and dealt justly by his subjects and returned to
them all that he took from them and lived a happy and prosperous life. Thus good judgment and prudence are better than wealth, for that
understanding profiteth at all times and seasons. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than the story of the man whose caution slew
him.".? ? ? ? ? El Abbas from Akil his stead is come again; Prize hath he made of steeds and many a baggage-train;.? ? ? ? ? Our Lord, after
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sev'rance, with them hath conjoined us, for he who doth good Shall ne'er disappointed abide and kindnesses kindness entail..2. The Fisherman and
the Genie viii.? ? ? ? ? Our loves are joined and cruelty at last is done away; Ay, and the cup of love-delight 'twixt us doth circulate.."There was
once a man, a merchant, who was fortunate in trade, and at one time his [every] dirhem profited [him] fifty. Presently, his luck turned against him
and he knew it not; so he said in himself, 'I have wealth galore, yet do I weary myself and go round about from country to country; I were better
abide in my own country and rest myself in my house from this travail and affliction and sell and buy at home.' Then he made two parts of his
money, with one whereof he bought wheat in summer, saying, 'When the winter cometh, I will sell it at a great profit.' But, when the winter came,
wheat became at half the price for which he had bought it, whereat he was sore concerned and left it till the next year. However, next year, the price
fell yet lower and one of his friends said to him, 'Thou hast no luck in this wheat; so do thou sell it at whatsoever price.' Quoth the merchant, 'This
long while have I profited and it is allowable that I lose this time. God is all- knowing! If it abide [with me] half a score years, I will not sell it save
at a profit.'.? ? ? ? ? "What is the taste of love?" quoth one, and I replied, "Sweet water 'tis at first; but torment lurks behind.".Then he bade lodge
him near himself and was bountiful to him and took him apart and said to him, 'Expound to me the story of the phial and whence then knewest that
the water therein was that of a man, and he a stranger and a Jew, and that his ailment was indigestion?' ' It is well,' answered the weaver. ' Thou
must know that we people of Persia are skilled in physiognomy (23) and I saw the woman to be rosy-cheeked, blue-eyed and tall. Now these
attributes belong to women who are enamoured of a man and are distraught for love of him; (24) moreover, I saw her consumed [with anxiety];
wherefore I knew that the patient was her husband. As for his strangerhood, I observed that the woman's attire differed from that of the people of
the city, wherefore I knew that she was a stranger; and in the mouth of the phial I espied a yellow rag, (25) whereby I knew that the patient was a
Jew and she a Jewess. Moreover, she came to me on the first day [of the week]; (26) and it is the Jews' custom to take pottages (27) and meats that
have been dressed overnight (28) and eat them on the Sabbath day, (29) hot and cold, and they exceed in eating; wherefore indigestion betideth
them. On this wise I was directed and guessed that which thou hast heard.'.The Khalif laughed and said, "Tell it again and again to thy lady
lack-wit." When the Lady Zubeideh heard Mesrour's words [and those of the Khalif,] she was wroth and said, "None lacketh wit but he who
believeth a black slave." And she reviled Mesrour, whilst the Khalif laughed. Mesrour was vexed at this and said to the Khalif, "He spoke sooth
who said, 'Women lack wit and religion.'" Then said the Lady Zubeideh to the Khalif, "O Commander of the Faithful, thou sportest and jestest with
me, and this slave hoodwinketh me, to please thee; but I will send and see which is dead of them." And he answered, saying, "Send one who shall
see which is dead of them." So the Lady Zubeideh cried out to an old woman, a stewardess, and said to her, "Go to the house of Nuzhet el Fuad in
haste and see who is dead and loiter not." And she railed at her..? ? ? ? ? s. The Journeyman and the Girl dccccix.When the king heard the vizier's
story, it pleased him and he bade him go to his house..? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxlix.? ? ? ? ? The pitcher then of goblets filled full and
brimming o'er With limpid wine we plunder, that pass from friend to friend..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ed. Story of the Barber's Fourth Brother xxxii.Now
King Azadbekht's wife was big with child and the pains of labour took her in the mountain; so they alighted at the mountain-foot, by a spring of
water, and she gave birth to a boy as he were the moon. Behrjaur his mother pulled off a gown of gold-inwoven brocade and wrapped the child
therein, and they passed the night [in that place], what while she gave him suck till the morning. Then said the king to her, "We are hampered by
this child and cannot abide here nor can we carry him with us; so methinks we were better leave him here and go, for Allah is able to send him one
who shall take him and rear him." So they wept over him exceeding sore and left him beside the spring, wrapped in the gown of brocade: then they
laid at his head a thousand dinars in a bag and mounting their horses, departed, fleeing..? ? ? ? ? e. The Fifth Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.Then she
mounted the mule and repairing to the palace of the Commander of the Faithful, went in to him and kissed the earth before him. Quoth he to her, as
who should make mock of her, "I doubt not but thou hast found thy lord." "By thy felicity and the length of thy continuance [on life,]" answered
she, "I have indeed found him!" Now Er Reshid was leaning back; but, when he heard this, he sat up and said to her, "By my life, [is this thou
sayest] true?" "Ay, by thy life!" answered she; and he said, "Bring him into my presence, so I may see him." But she replied, "O my lord, there
have betided him many stresses and his charms are changed and his favour faded; and indeed the Commander of the Faithful vouchsafed me a
month; wherefore I will tend him the rest of the month and then bring him to do his service to the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth Er Reshid,
"True; the condition was for a month; but tell me what hath betided him." "O my lord," answered she, "may God prolong thy continuance and make
Paradise thy place of returning and thy harbourage and the fire the abiding-place of thine enemies, when he presenteth himself to pay his respects to
thee, he will expound to thee his case and will name unto thee those who have wronged him; and indeed this is an arrear that is due to the
Commander of the Faithful, in (41) whom may God fortify the Faith and vouchsafe him the mastery over the rebel and the froward!".When El
Abbas heard her verses, they pleased him and he said to her, "Well done, O Sitt el Husn! Indeed, thou hast done away trouble from my heart and
[banished] the things that had occurred to my mind." Then he heaved a sigh and signing to the fifth damsel, who was from the land of the Persians
and whose name was Merziyeh (now she was the fairest of them all and the sweetest of speech and she was like unto a splendid star, endowed with
beauty and loveliness and brightness and perfection and justness of shape and symmetry and had a face like the new moon and eyes as they were
gazelle's eyes) and said to her, "O Merziyeh, come forward and tune thy lute and sing to us on the [same] subject, for indeed we are resolved upon
departure to the land of Yemen." Now this damsel had met many kings and had consorted with the great; so she tuned her lute and sang the
following verses:.? ? ? ? ? f. The Unjust King and the Pilgrim Prince dcxii.? ? ? ? ? Then was my heart by that which caused my agitation seared,
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And from mine eyelids still the tears poured down without relent..Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet, ii. 224..? ? ? ? ?
How presents in great store thou didst refuse and eke The givers, great and small, with flouting didst requite..The Second Night of the Month.37.
Abou Mohammed the Lazy ccc.? ? ? ? ? a. The First Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor.? ? ? ? ? O son of Simeon, give no ear to other than my say.
How bitter from the convent 'twas to part and fare away!.[When the appointed day arrived], I arose and changing my clothes and favour, donned
sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the] morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and
sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded
me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I
brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and
when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".He who Mohammed sent, as prophet to mankind, i. 50..? ? ? ? ?
Ay, and we would have spread our bosoms in thy way, That so thy feet might fare on eyelids, carpet-wise.
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