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? ? ? ? ? Fain, fain would I forget thy love. Alack, my heart denies To be consoled, and 'gainst thy wrath nought standeth me in stead..As I sat one
day at the door of the prefecture, a woman entered and said to me privily, "O my lord, I am the wife of such an one the physician, and with him is a
company of the notables (114) of the city, drinking wine in such a place." When I heard this, I misliked to make a scandal; so I rebuffed her and
sent her away. Then I arose and went alone to the place in question and sat without till the door opened, when I rushed in and entering, found the
company engaged as the woman had set out, and she herself with them. I saluted them and they returned my greeting and rising, entreated me with
honour and seated me and brought me to eat. Then I informed them how one had denounced them to me, but I had driven him (115) away and
come to them by myself; wherefore they thanked me and praised me for my goodness. Then they brought out to me from among them two
thousand dirhems (116) and I took them and went away..There was once a king of the kings of Hind, who was goodly of polity, praiseworthy in
administration, just to his subjects, beneficent to men of learning and piety and asceticism and devoutness and worship and shunning traitors and
froward folk and those of lewd life. On this wise of polity he abode in his kingship what God the Most High willed of days and hours and years,
and he married the daughter of his father's brother, a beautiful and lovesome woman, endowed with brightness and perfection, who had been reared
in the king's house in splendour and delight. She bore him two sons, the comeliest that might be of boys. Then came fore-ordained fate, which there
is no warding off, and God the Most High raised up against the king another king, who came forth upon his realm, and all the folk of the city, who
had a mind unto evil and lewdness, joined themselves unto him. So he fortified himself against the king and made himself master of his kingdom,
putting his troops to the rout and slaying his guards..Then she changed the measure and the mode and sang the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? i. The
Spider and the Wind dcxv.29. The City of Irem cclxxvi.Then, in his anger, he walled up the door of the granary with clay, and by the ordinance of
God the Most High, there came a great rain and descended from the roofs of the house wherein was the wheat [so that the latter rotted]; and needs
must the merchant give the porters five hundred dirhems from his purse, so they should carry it forth and cast it without the city, for that the smell
of it was noisome. So his friend said to him, 'How often did I tell thee thou hadst no luck in wheat? But thou wouldst not give ear to my speech, and
now it behoveth thee to go to the astrologer and question him of thy star.' Accordingly the merchant betook himself to the astrologer and questioned
him of his star, and the astrologer said to him, 'Thy star is unpropitious. Put not thy hand to any business, for thou wilt not prosper therein.'
However, he paid no heed to the astrologer's words and said in himself, 'If I do my occasion, (103) I am not afraid of aught.' Then he took the other
part of his money, after he had spent therefrom three years, and built [therewith] a ship, which he loaded with all that seemed good to him and all
that was with him and embarked on the sea, so he might travel..? ? ? ? ? h. The Thief and the Woman dcccxcix.The vizier obeyed the king's
commandment and going out from before him, [returned to his own house. When it was night, he took his elder daughter and carried her up to the
king; and when she came into his presence,] she wept; whereupon quoth he to her, 'What causeth thee weep? Indeed, it was thou who willedst this.'
And she answered, saying, 'I weep not but for longing after my little sister; for that, since we grew up, I and she, I have never been parted from her
till this day; so, if it please the king to send for her, that I may look on her and take my fill of her till the morning, this were bounty and kindness of
the king.'.Then they returned to Shehrzad and displayed her in the second dress. They clad her in a dress of surpassing goodliness, and veiled her
face to the eyes with her hair. Moreover, they let down her side locks and she was even as saith of her one of her describers in the following
verses:.One day, as I was thus feigning sleep, I felt a hand in my lap, and in it a magnificent purse. So I seized the hand and behold, it was that of a
fair woman. Quoth I to her, "O my lady, who art thou?" And she said, "Rise [and come away] from here, that I may make myself known to thee."
So I arose and following her, fared on, without tarrying, till she stopped at the door of a lofty house, whereupon quoth I to her,"O my lady, who art
thou? Indeed, thou hast done me kindness, and what is the reason of this?" "By Allah," answered she, "O Captain Mum, I am a woman on whom
desire and longing are sore for the love of the daughter of the Cadi Amin el Hukm. Now there was between us what was and the love of her fell
upon my heart and I agreed with her upon meeting, according to possibility and convenience. But her father Amin el Hukm took her and went
away, and my heart cleaveth to her and love-longing and distraction are sore upon me on her account.".When the king heard this, his anger
subsided and he said, "Carry him back to prison till to-morrow, to we may look into his affair.".Meanwhile, the eunuch betook himself, he and the
horsemen, to her father and said to him, "O my lord, the king is beholden to thee for many years' service and thou hast not failed him a day of the
days; and now, behold, he hath taken thy daughter against thy wish and without thy permission." And he related to him what had passed and how
the king had taken her by force. When Isfehend heard the eunuch's story, he was exceeding wroth and assembling many troops, said to them,
"Whenas the king was occupied with his women [and concerned not himself with the affairs of his kingdom], we took no reck of him; but now he
putteth out his hand to our harem; wherefore methinketh we should do well to look us out a place, wherein we may have sanctuary.".? ? ? ? ? No
rest is there for me, no life wherein I may delight, Nor pleasant meat nor drink avails to please me, night or day..WOMEN'S CRAFT..Favourite of
the Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Hawk and the Locust, The, ii. 50..O friends, the tears flow
ever, in mockery of my pain, iii. 116..58. The King's Daughter and the Ape ccclv.There was once aforetime a certain sharper, who [was so eloquent
that he] would turn the ear inside out, and he was a man of understanding and quick wit and skill and perfection. It was his wont to enter a town
and [give himself out as a merchant and] make a show of trafficking and insinuate himself into the intimacy of people of worth and consort with
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the merchants, for he was [apparently] distinguished for virtue and piety. Then he would put a cheat on them and take [of them] what he might
spend and go away to another city; and he ceased not to do thus a great while..4. The Three Apples lxviii.Conclusion..As for that which hath
befallen thee, verily, it hath befallen [many] kings before thee and their women have played them false, for all they were greater of puissance than
thou, yea, and mightier of kingship and more abounding in troops. If I would, I could relate unto thee, O king, concerning the wiles of women, that
whereof I could not make an end all my life long; and indeed, aforetime, in all these my nights that I have passed before thee, I have told thee
[many stories and anecdotes] of the artifices of women and of their craft and perfidy; but indeed the things abound on me; (173) wherefore, if it like
thee, O king, I will relate unto thee [somewhat] of that which befell kings of old time of the perfidy of their women and of the calamities which
overtook them by reason of these latter." "How so?" asked the king. "Tell on." "Hearkening and obedience,"answered Shehrzad."It hath been told
me, O king, that a man once related to a company and spoke as follows:.93. El Feth ben Khacan and El Mutawekkil dclxxxiii.? ? ? ? ? h. Ilan Shah
and Abou Temam cccclxvi.It is related that Ibn es Semmak (162) went in one day to Er Reshid and the Khalif, being athirst, called for drink. So his
cup was brought him, and when he took it, Ibn es Semmak said to him, "Softly, O Commander of the Faithful! If thou wert denied this draught,
with what wouldst thou buy it?" "With the half of my kingdom," answered the Khalif; and Ibn es Semmak said, "Drink and God prosper it to thee!"
Then, when he had drunken, he said to him, "If thou wert denied the going forth of the draught from thy body, with what wouldst thou buy its
issue?" "With the whole of my kingdom," answered Er Reshid: and Ibn es Semmak said, "O Commander of the Faithful, verily, a kingdom that
weigheth not in the balance against a draught [of water] or a voiding of urine is not worth the striving for." And Haroun wept...Then Khelbes used
to attend the learned man's assembly, whilst the other would go in to his wife and abide with her, on such wise as he thought good, till the learned
man arose from his session; and when Khelbes saw that he purposed rising, he would speak a word for the lover to hear, whereupon he went forth
from Khelbes's wife, and the latter knew not that calamity was in his own house. At last the learned man, seeing Khelbes do on this wise every day,
began to misdoubt of him, more by token of that which he knew of his character, and suspicion grew upon him; so, one day, he advanced the time
of his rising before the wonted hour and hastening up to Khelbes, laid hold of him and said to him, 'By Allah, an thou speak a single syllable, I will
do thee a mischief!' Then he went in to his wife, with Khelbes in his grasp, and behold, she was sitting, as of her wont, nor was there about her
aught of suspicious or unseemly..Now there was a man of the kinsfolk of the Khalif [Haroun er Reshid], by name Abdulmelik ben Salih ben Ali
ben Abdallah ben el Abbas, (148) who was great of gravity and piety and decorousness, and Er Reshid was used instantly to require of him that he
should keep him company in his carousals and drink with him and had proffered him, to this end, riches galore, but he still refused. It chanced that
this Abdulmelik es Salih came to the door of Jaafer ben Yehya, that he might bespeak him of certain occasions of his, and the chamberlain,
doubting not but he was the Abdulmelik ben Salih aforesaid, whom Jaafer had charged him admit and that he should suffer none but him to enter,
allowed him to go in to his master..After that, there appeared a queen, never saw eyes a goodlier than she nor than her attributes; she was clad in
rich raiment, embroidered with pearls and jewels, and on her head was a crown set with various kinds of pearls and jewels. About her were five
hundred slave-girls, high-bosomed maids, as they were moons, screening her, right and left, and she among them as she were the moon on the night
of its full, for that she was the most of them in majesty and dignity. She gave not over walking, till she came to Tuhfeh, whom she found gazing on
her in amazement; and when the latter saw her turn to her, she rose to her, standing on her feet, and saluted her and kissed the earth before
her..When the evening evened, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the story of the King of Hind and his vizier. So he said,
"Hearkening and obedience. Know, O king of august lineage, that.A certain thief was a [cunning] workman and used not to steal aught, till he had
spent all that was with him; moreover, he stole not from his neighbours, neither companied with any of the thieves, lest some one should come to
know him and his case get wind. On this wise he abode a great while, in flourishing case, and his secret was concealed, till God the Most High
decreed that he broke in upon a poor man, deeming that he was rich. When he entered the house, he found nought, whereat he was wroth, and
necessity prompted him to wake the man, who was asleep with his wife. So he aroused him and said to him, 'Show me thy treasure.'.Then they
brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents were of gold and emerald, and thereon
were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Those who our parting plotted our sev'rance still delights; The spies, for fearful prudence, their wish of
us attain..How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? iii. 40..? ? ? ? ? g. The King's Son and the Ogress dlxxxi.Presently, the king [of
the city] was minded to go forth to his garden, (206) a-pleasuring, and bade the cook forego him thither and appoint in his stead one who should
dress meat for the king, so that, when he returned, he might find it ready. So the cook fell a-considering of whom he should appoint and was
bewildered concerning his affair. As he was on this wise, the old man came to him and seeing him perplexed how he should do, said to him, 'Tell
me what is in thy mind; belike, I may avail to relieve thee.' So he acquainted him with the king's wishes and he said, 'Have no care for this, but
leave me one of the serving-men and go thou in peace and surety, for I will suffice thee of this.' So the cook departed with the king, after he had
brought the old man what he needed and left him a man of the guards..?STORY OF THE KING WHO LOST KINGDOM AND WIFE AND
WEALTH AND GOD RESTORED THEM TO HIM..?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..75.
The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii.So saying, he went away, whilst Mesrour entered and taking up
Aboulhusn, shut the door after him, and followed his master, till he reached the palace, what while the night drew to an end and the cocks cried out,
and set him down before the Commander of the Faithful, who laughed at him. Then he sent for Jaafer the Barmecide and when he came before him,
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he said to him, "Note this young man and when thou seest him to-morrow seated in my place of estate and on the throne of my Khalifate and clad
in my habit, stand thou in attendance upon him and enjoin the Amirs and grandees and the people of my household and the officers of my realm to
do the like and obey him in that which he shall command them; and thou, if he bespeak thee of anything, do it and hearken unto him and gainsay
him not in aught in this coming day." Jaafer answered with, "Hearkening and obedience," (17) and withdrew, whilst the Khalif went in to the
women of the palace, who came to him, and he said to them, "Whenas yonder sleeper awaketh to-morrow from his sleep, kiss ye the earth before
him and make obeisance to him and come round about him and clothe him in the [royal] habit and do him the service of the Khalifate and deny not
aught of his estate, but say to him, 'Thou art the Khalif.'" Then he taught them what they should say to him and how they should do with him and
withdrawing to a privy place, let down a curtain before himself and slept..? ? ? ? ? Nor troops have I nor henchmen nor one to lend me aid Save
God, to whom, my Maker, my voice in praise I rear..Then came forward the thirteenth officer and said, 'I will tell you a story that a man of my
friends told me. (Quoth he).? ? ? ? ? Sore, sore doth rigour me beset, its onslaughts bring me near Unto the straitness of the grave, ere in the shroud
I'm dight.
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