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BLEEDING CAVERNS
'Twere fitter and better my loves that I leave, i. 26..?THE ELEVENTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? So arise, by your lives I conjure you, arise
And come let us fare to our loved ones away..When the vizier returned to the king, the latter sought of him the story of the man whose caution slew
him and be said, "Know, O august king, that.When she had made an end of her song and laid down the lute, Ishac looked fixedly on her, then took
her hand and offered to kiss it; but she snatched it from him and said to him, 'Allah, O my lord, do not that!' Quoth he, 'Be silent. By Allah, I had
said that there was not in the world the like of me; but now I have found my dinar (180) in the craft but a danic, (181) "for thou art, beyond
comparison or approximation or reckoning, more excellent of skill than I! This very day will I carry thee up to the Commander of the Faithful
Haroun er Reshid, and whenas his glance lighteth on thee, thou wilt become a princess of womankind. So, Allah, Allah upon thee, O my lady,
whenas thou becomest of the household of the Commander of the Faithful, do not thou forget me!' And she replied, saying, 'Allah, O my lord, thou
art the source of my fortunes and in thee is my heart fortified.' So he took her hand and made a covenant with her of this and she swore to him that
she would not forget him..112. Abdallah ben Nafi and the King's Son of Cashghar dccccxli.I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love
without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? My tears flow still, nor aye of bitterness I'm quit, Bewildered as I am betwixten hope and fear..Quoth Selma to Selim,
'Hasten not to slay him, but ponder the matter and consider the issue to which it may lead; for whoso considereth not the issues [of his actions],
fortune is no friend to him.' Then they arose on the morrow and occupied themselves with devising how they should turn away their mother from
that man, and she forebode mischief from them, by reason of that which she saw in their eyes of alteration, for that she was keen of wit and crafty.
So she took precaution for herself against her children and Selma said to Selim, 'Thou seest that whereinto we have fallen through this woman, and
indeed she hath gotten wind of our purpose and knoweth that we have discovered her secret. So, doubtless, she will plot against us the like of that
which we plot for her; for indeed up to now she had concealed her affair, and now she will forge lies against us; wherefore, methinks, there is a
thing [fore-]written to us, whereof God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) knew in His foreknowledge and wherein He executeth His
ordinances.' 'What is that?' asked he, and she said, 'It is that we arise, I and thou, and go forth this night from this land and seek us a land wherein
we may live and witness nought of the doings of yonder traitress; for whoso is absent from the eye is absent from the heart, and quoth one of the
poets in the following verse:.Then said the Sheikh Iblis, 'We were best acquaint Queen Kemeriyeh and Queen Zelzeleh and Queen Sherareh and
Queen Wekhimeh; and when they are assembled, God shall ordain [that which He deemeth] good in the matter of her release.' 'It is well seen of
thee,' answered Es Shisban and despatched to Queen Kemeriyeh an Afrit called Selheb, who came to her palace and found her asleep; so he
aroused her and she said, 'What is to do, O Selheb?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'come to the succour of thy sister Tuhfeh, for that Meimoun hath
carried her off and outraged thine honour and that of the Sheikh Iblis.' Quoth she, 'What sayest thou?' And she sat up and cried out with a great cry.
And indeed she feared for Tuhfeh and said, 'By Allah, indeed she used to say that he looked upon her and prolonged the looking on her; but ill is
that to which his soul hath prompted him.' Then she arose in haste and mounting a she-devil of her devils, said to her, 'Fly.' So she flew off and
alighted with her in the palace of her sister Sherareh, whereupon she sent for her sisters Zelzeleh and Wekhimeh and acquainted them with the
news, saying, 'Know that Meimoun hath snatched up Tuhfeh and flown off with her swiftlier than the blinding lightning.'.When her husband came
home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines
and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree; and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an
underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she
climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages?
Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and thrice..When the morning morrowed, they found themselves
reduced to a fourth part of their number and there was not one of them had dismounted from his horse. So they made sure of destruction and
Hudheifeh came out between the ranks (now he was reckoned for a thousand cavaliers) and cried out, saying, "Harkye, my masters of Baghdad!
Let none come forth to me but your Amir, so I may talk with him and he with me; and he shall meet me in single combat and I will meet him, and
may he who is void of offence come off safe!" Then he repeated his speech and said, "Why do I not hear your Amir return me an answer?" But
Saad, the amir of the army of Baghdad, [replied not to him], and indeed his teeth chattered in his head, whenas he heard him summon him to single
combat..Then we sat down on the edge of the estrade and presently I espied a closet beside me; so I looked into it and my friend said to me, 'What
seest thou?' Quoth I, 'I see therein good galore and bodies of murdered folk. Look.' So he looked and said, 'By Allah, we are lost men!' And we fell
a-weeping, I and he. As we were thus, behold, there came in upon us, by the door at which we had entered, four naked men, with girdles of leather
about their middles, and made for my friend. He ran at them and dealing one of them a buffet, overthrew him, whereupon the other three fell all
upon him. I seized the opportunity to escape, what while they were occupied with him, and espying a door by my side, slipped into it and found
myself in an underground chamber, without window or other issue. So I gave myself up for lost and said, 'There is no power and no virtue save in
God the Most High, the Supreme!' Then I looked to the top of the vault and saw in it a range of glazed lunettes; so I clambered up for dear life, till I
reached the lunettes, and I distracted [for fear]. I made shift to break the glass and scrambling out through the frames, found a wall behind them. So
I bestrode the wall and saw folk walking in the road; whereupon I cast myself down to the ground and God the Most High preserved me, so that I
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reached the earth, unhurt. The folk flocked round me and I acquainted them with my story..Shah Bekht and his Vizier Er Rehwan, King, i.
215..Sindbad the Sailor, The Sixth Voyage of, iii. 203..64. Tht Vizier of Yemen and his young Brother ccclxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? n. The Fourteenth
Officer's Story dccccxxxix.When it was eventide, the chamberlain let bring two horses and great store of water and victual and a saddle-camel and
a man to show them the way. These he hid without the town, whilst he and the young man took with them a long rope, made fast to a staple, and
repaired to the palace. When they came thither, they looked and beheld the damsel standing on the roof. So they threw her the rope and the staple;
whereupon she [made the latter fast to the parapet and] wrapping her sleeves about her hands, slid down [the rope] and landed with them. They
carried her without the town, where they mounted, she and her lord, and fared on, whilst the guide forewent them, directing them in the way, and
they gave not over going night and day till they entered his father's house. The young man saluted his father, who rejoiced in him, and he related to
him all that had befallen him, whereupon he rejoiced in his safety..When the evening evened, the king let fetch the vizier and required of him the
[promised] story. So he said, "Know, O king, that.O amir of justice, be kind to thy subjects, iii. 24..Then said he to her, 'By Allah, thou art the
desire of the Commander of the Faithful! (182) So take the lute and sing a song that thou shalt sing to the Khalif, whenas thou goest in to him.' So
she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..As for Mesrour, he gave not
over running till he came to the by-street, [wherein was the house] of Aboulhusn el Khelia. Now the latter was sitting reclining at the lattice, and
chancing to look round, saw Mesrour running along the street and said to Nuzhet el Fuad, "Meseemeth the Khalif, when I went forth from him,
dismissed the Divan and went in to the Lady Zubeideh, to condole with her [for thee;] whereupon she arose and condoled with him [for me,]
saying, 'God greaten thy recompence for [the loss of] Aboulhusn el Khelia!' And he said to her, 'None is dead save Nuzhet el Fuad, may thy head
outlive her!' Quoth she, 'It is not she who is dead, but Aboulhusn el Khelia, thy boon-companion.' And he to her, 'None is dead but Nuzhet el Fuad.'
And they gainsaid one another, till the Khalif waxed wroth and they laid a wager, and he hath sent Mesrour the sword- bearer to see who is dead.
Wherefore it were best that thou lie down, so he may see thee and go and acquaint the Khalif and confirm my saying." So Nuzhet el Fuad stretched
herself out and Aboulhusn covered her with her veil and sat at her head, weeping..God, Of Trust in, i. 114..120. The Pious Black Slave
cccclxvii.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.Now Ilmeddin Senjer was at that time
Master of Police and he was a man of experience, well versed in affairs: so the king sent for him and when he came before him, he discovered to
him that which was in his mind. Quoth Ilmeddin Senjer, 'I will do my endeavour for that which our lord the Sultan seeketh.' Then he arose and
returning to his house, summoned the captains of the watch and the lieutenants of police and said to them, 'Know that I purpose to marry my son
and make him a bride-feast, and it is my wish that ye assemble, all of you, in one place. I also will be present, I and my company, and do ye relate
that which ye have heard of extraordinary occurrences and that which hath betided you of experiences.' And the captains and sergeants and agents
of police made answer to him, saying, 'It is well: in the name of God! We will cause thee see all this with thine eyes and hear it with thine ears.'
Then the master of police arose and going up to El Melik ez Zahir, informed him that the assembly would take place on such a day at his house;
and the Sultan said, 'It is well,' and gave him somewhat of money for his expenses.."There was once a man of Khorassan and he had a son, whose
improvement he ardently desired; but the young man sought to be alone and to remove himself from his father's eye, so he might give himself up to
pleasance and delight. So he sought of his father [leave to make] the pilgrimage to the Holy House of God and to visit the tomb of the Prophet
(whom God bless and keep!). Now between them and Mecca was a journey of five hundred parasangs; but his father could not gainsay him, for that
the law of God made this (178) incumbent on him and because of that which he hoped for him of improvement [therefrom]. So he joined unto him
a governor, in whom he trusted, and gave him much money and took leave of him. The son set out on the holy pilgrimage (179) with the governor
and abode on that wise, spending freely and using not thrift..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? aa. Story of the Jealous Man and the Parrot (226) xiv.Oft as my
yearning waxeth, my heart consoleth me, ii. 228..? ? ? ? ? Peace on you, people of my troth! With peace I do you greet. Said ye not truly, aforetime,
that we should live and meet?.80. The Schoolmaster who fell in Love by Report dclxv.? ? ? ? ? Thou left'st unto me, after thee, languor and
carefulness; I lived a life wherein no jot of sweetness I espied..So Es Shisban drank off the cup in his turn and said, 'Well done, O desire of hearts!'
And he bestowed on her that which was upon him, to wit, a dress of cloth-of-pearl, fringed with great pearls and rubies and broidered with precious
stones, and a tray wherein were fifty thousand dinars. Then Meimoun the Sworder took the cup and fell to gazing intently upon Tuhfeh. Now there
was in his hand a pomegranate-flower and he said to her, 'Sing upon this pomegranate-flower, O queen of men and Jinn; for indeed thou hast
dominion over all hearts.' Quoth she, 'Hearkening and obedience;' and she improvised and sang the following verses:.Sailor and Hindbad the Porter,
Sindbad the, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? k. The Vizier's Son and the Bathkeeper's Wife dcccclxxxviii.When El Abbas heard these words from the damsel, his
heart irked him for Mariyeh and her case was grievous to him; so he said to Shefikeh, "Canst thou avail to bring me in company with her, so haply I
may discover her affair and allay that which aileth her?" "Yes," answered the damsel, "I can do that, and thine will be the bounty and the favour."
So he arose and followed her, and she forewent him, till they came to the palace. Then she [opened and] locked behind them four-and-twenty doors
and made them fast with bolts; and when he came to Mariyeh, he found her as she were the setting sun, cast down upon a rug of Taifi leather, (111)
among cushions stuffed with ostrich down, and not a limb of her quivered. When her maid saw her in this plight, she offered to cry out; but El
Abbas said to her, "Do it not, but have patience till we discover her affair; and if God the Most High have decreed the ending of her days, wait till
thou have opened the doors to me and I have gone forth. Then do what seemeth good to thee.".I fear to be seen in the air, ii. 255..Now the children
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had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before
finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray
in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother
and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it
many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at another side, upon the open country..Sharpers who cheated each his
Fellow, The Two, ii. 28..Then she cast the lute from her hand and wept till she made the Lady Zubeideh weep, and she said to her, "O Sitt el Milah,
methinks he whom thou lovest is not in this world, for that the Commander of the Faithful hath sought him in every place, but hath not found him."
Whereupon the damsel arose and kissing the Lady Zubeideh's hands, said to her, "O my lady, if thou wouldst have him found, I have a request to
make to thee, wherein thou mayst accomplish my occasion with the Commander of the Faithful." Quoth the princess, "And what is it?" "It is,"
answered Sitt el Milah, "that thou get me leave to go forth by myself and go round about in quest of him three days, for the adage saith, 'She who
mourneth for herself is not the like of her who is hired to mourn.' (29) If I find him, I will bring him before the Commander of the Faithful, so he
may do with us what he will; and if I find him not, I shall be cut off from hope of him and that which is with me will be assuaged." Quoth the Lady
Zubeideh, "I will not get thee leave from him but for a whole month; so be of good heart and cheerful eye." Whereupon Sitt el Milah was glad and
rising, kissed the earth before her once more and went away to her own place, rejoicing..Presently, he caught sight of an earthen pan turned over
upon its mouth; so he raised it from the ground and found under it a horse's tail, freshly cut off, and the blood oozing from it; whereby he knew that
the cook adulterated his meat with horses' flesh. When he discovered this default, he rejoiced therein and washing his hands, bowed his head and
went out; and when the cook saw that he went and gave him nought, he cried out, saying, 'Stay, O sneak, O slink-thief!' So the lackpenny stopped
and said to him, 'Dost thou cry out upon me and becall [me] with these words, O cuckold?' Whereat the cook was angry and coming down from the
shop, said, 'What meanest thou by thy speech, O thou that devourest meat and kouskoussou and bread and seasoning and goest forth with "Peace
(13)[be on thee!]," as it were the thing had not been, and payest down nought for it?' Quoth the lackpenny, 'Thou liest, O son of a cuckold!'
Wherewith the cook cried out and laying hold of the lackpenny's collar, said, 'O Muslims, this fellow is my first customer (14) this day and he hath
eaten my food and given me nought.'.When those who were present heard this, they kissed the earth before him and offered up prayers for him and
for the damsel Shehrzad, and the vizier thanked her. Then Shehriyar made an end of the session in all weal, whereupon the folk dispersed to their
dwelling-places and the news was bruited abroad that the king purposed to marry the vizier's daughter Shehrzad. Then he proceeded to make ready
the wedding gear, and [when he had made an end of his preparations], he sent after his brother King Shahzeman, who came, and King Shehriyar
went forth to meet him with the troops. Moreover, they decorated the city after the goodliest fashion and diffused perfumes [from the
censing-vessels] and [burnt] aloes-wood and other perfumes in all the markets and thoroughfares and rubbed themselves with saffron, what while
the drums beat and the flutes and hautboys sounded and it was a notable day..When Selim found himself in that sorry plight and considered that
wherewith he was afflicted of tribulation and the contrariness of his fortune, in that he had been a king and was now returned to shackles and prison
and hunger, he wept and groaned and lamented and recited the following verses:.One day, another of my friends came to me and said 'A neighbour
of mine hath invited me to hear [music]. [And he would have me go with him;] but I said, 'I will not foregather with any one.' However, he
prevailed upon me [to accompany him]; so we repaired to the place and found there a man, who came to meet us and said, '[Enter,] in the name of
God!' Then he pulled out a key and opened the door, whereupon we entered and he locked the door after us. Quoth I, 'We are the first of the folk;
but where are their voices?' (128) '[They are] within the house,' answered he. 'This is but a privy door; so be not amazed at the absence of the folk.'
And my friend said to me, 'Behold, we are two, and what can they avail to do with us?' [Then he brought us into the house,] and when we entered
the saloon, we found it exceeding desolate and repulsive of aspect Quoth my friend, 'We are fallen [into a trap]; but there is no power and no virtue
save in God the Most High, the Supreme!' And I said, 'May God not requite thee for me with good!'.? ? ? ? ? Like the full moon she shows upon a
night of fortune fair, Slender of shape and charming all with her seductive air..Er Reshid was like to lose his wits for amazement at this sight and
was confounded at this that he beheld and witnessed. Then said he to Tuhfeh, 'Come, tell me thy story from first to last, [and let me know all that
hath betided thee,] as if I had been present' She answered with 'Hearkening and obedience,' and fell to telling him [all that had betided her] first and
last, from the time when she first saw the Sheikh Aboultawaif, how he took her and descended with her through the side of the draught-house; and
she told him of the horse she had ridden, till she came to the meadow aforesaid and described it to him, together with the palace and that which was
therein of furniture, and related to him how the Jinn rejoiced in her and that which she had seen of the kings of them, men and women, and of
Queen Kemeriyeh and her sisters and Queen Shuaaeh, Queen of the Fourth Sea, and Queen Es Shuhba, Queen of Queens, and King Es Shisban,
and that which each one of them had bestowed upon her. Moreover, she told him the story of Meimoun the Sworder and described to him his
loathly favour, which he had not consented to change, and related to him that which befell her from the kings of the Jinn, men and women, and the
coming of the Queen of Queens, Es Shuhba, and how she had loved her and appointed her her vice-queen and how she was thus become ruler over
all the kings of the Jinn; and she showed him the patent of investiture that Queen Es Shuhba had written her and told him that which had betided
her with the Ghoul-head, whenas it appeared to her in the garden, and how she had despatched it to her palace, beseeching it to bring her news of
the Commander of the Faithful and that which had betided him after her. Then she described to him the gardens, wherein she had taken her
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pleasure, and the baths inlaid with pearls and jewels and told him that which had befallen Meimoun the Sworder, whenas he carried her off, and
how he had slain himself; brief, she told him all that she had seen of wonders and rarities and that which she had beheld of all kinds and colours
among the Jinn..? ? ? ? ? Your coming to-me-ward, indeed, with "Welcome! fair welcome!" I hail. Your sight to me gladness doth bring and
banisheth sorrow and bale;.? ? ? ? ? How long will ye admonished be, without avail or heed? The shepherd still his flocks forbids, and they obey
his rede..Now the king was a very old man and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk
assembled and many were the sayings of the people and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and
the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them
and slew the princess, without questioning her of aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O
misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved
thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!' answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?'
asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..122. El Hejjaj ben
Yousuf and the Pious Man cccclxx.When the youth had made an end of his story, the king's anger subsided a little and he said, "Restore him to the
prison, for the day draweth to an end, and tomorrow we will took into his affair.".Then Selim turned to Selma and said to her, 'O sister mine, how
deemest thou of this calamity and what counsellest thou thereanent?' 'O my brother,' answered she, 'indeed I know not what I shall say concerning
the like of this; but he is not disappointed who seeketh direction [of God], nor doth he repent who taketh counsel. One getteth not the better of the
traces of burning by (68) haste, and know that this is an affliction that hath descended on us; and we have need of management to do it away, yea,
and contrivance to wash withal our shame from our faces.' And they gave not over watching the gate till break of day, when the young man opened
the door and their mother took leave of him; after which he went his way and she entered, she and her handmaid..? ? ? ? ? For indeed I am mated
with longing love in public and privily, Nor ever my heart, alas I will cease from mourning, will I or nill..133. The City of Brass dlxvi.?THE
THIRD OFFICER'S STORY.? ? ? ? ? Repression's draught, by cups, from the beloved's hand I've quaffed; with colocynth for wine she hath me
plied..? ? ? ? ? They have forbid their image to visit me in sleep; So even my nightly phantom forsaketh me, heigho!.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ec. Story of
the Barber's Third Brother xxxii.The Seventh Night of the Month..When Shefikeh saw that which betided him, she came forward and said to him,
"O bountiful lord, indeed my mistress returneth not the mantle and the necklace despitefully; but she is about to depart the world and thou hast the
best right to them." "And what is the cause of this?" asked he. Quoth Shefikeh, "Thou knowest. By Allah, never among the Arabs nor the
barbarians nor among the sons of the kings saw I a harder of heart than thou! Is it a light matter to thee that thou troublest Mariyeh's life and causest
her mourn for herself and depart the world on account of (110) thy youth? Indeed, thou wast the cause of her acquaintance with thee and now she
departeth the world on thine account, she whose like God the Most High hath not created among the daughters of the kings.".Moreover, he
assembled the sages and the theologians and the sons of the kings and devised with them and asked them questions and problems and examined
with them into many things of all fashions that might direct him to well-doing in the kingly office; and he questioned them also of subtleties and
religious obligations and of the laws of the kingdom and the fashions of administration and of that which it behoveth the king to do of looking into
the affairs of the people and repelling the enemy [from the realm] and fending off his malice with war; wherefore the people's contentment
redoubled and their joy in that which God the Most High had vouchsafed them of his elevation to the kingship over them. So he upheld the
ordinance of the realm and the affairs thereof abode established upon the accepted customs..? ? ? ? ? In the wide world no house thou hast, a
homeless wanderer thou: To thine own place thou shall be borne, an object for lament. (88).? ? ? ? ? All charms, indeed, thou dost comprise; so
who shall vie with thee And who shall blame me if for love of such a fair I'm sped?.102. Jouder and his Brothers dcclxxv.45. The Man who stole
the Dog's Dish of Gold cccxl.? ? ? ? ? f. The Sixth Officer's Story dccccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Yea, to the earth that languished for lack of rain, the clouds
Were bounteous; so it flourished and plenteous harvests bore;.Then he gave the cup to the Khalif, saying, "Drink [and may] health and soundness
[attend it]! It doth away disease and bringeth healing and setteth the runnels of health abroach.".? ? ? ? ? e. The Barber's Story cxliii.The
Twenty-Sixth Night of the Month..Now the late king had left a wife and a daughter, and the people would fain have married the latter to the new
king, to the intent that the kingship might not pass out of the old royal family. So they proposed to him that he should take her to wife, and he
promised them this, but put them off from him, (64) of his respect for the covenant he had made with his former wife, to wit, that he would take
none other to wife than herself. Then he betook himself to fasting by day and standing up by night [to pray], giving alms galore and beseeching
God (extolled be His perfection and exalted be He!) to reunite him with his children and his wife, the daughter of his father's brother..King Dadbin
and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..Awake, Asleep and, i. 5..Most like a wand of emerald my shape it is, trow I, ii. 245..Presently, the vizier heard of
the merchant's coming; so he sent to him and let bring him to his house and talked with him awhile of his travels and of that which he had abidden
therein, and the merchant answered him thereof. Then said the vizier, 'I will put certain questions to thee, which if thou answer me, it will be well
[for thee].' And the merchant rose and made him no answer. Quoth the vizier, 'What is the weight of the elephant?' The merchant was perplexed
and returned him no answer and gave himself up for lost. Then said he, 'Grant me three days' time.' So the vizier granted him the delay he sought
and he returned to his lodging and related what had passed to the old woman, who said, 'When the morrow cometh, go to the vizier and say to him,
"Make a ship and launch it on the sea and put in it an elephant, and when it sinketh in the water, [under the beast's weight], mark the place to which
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the water riseth. Then take out the elephant and cast in stones in its place, till the ship sink to the mark aforesaid; whereupon do thou take out the
stones and weigh them and thou wilt know the weight of the elephant"'.Therewith Wekhimeh was moved to exceeding delight and drinking off the
cup, ordered her twenty dresses of Greek brocade and a tray, wherein were thirty thousand dinars. Then she gave the cup to Queen Shuaaeh, Queen
of the Fourth Sea, who took it and said, 'O my lady Tuhfeh, sing to me on the gillyflower.' Quoth she 'Hearkening and obedience,' and improvised
the following verses:.Now this island is under the Equinoctial line; its night is still twelve hours and its day the like. Its length is fourscore
parasangs and its breadth thirty, and it is a great island, stretching between a lofty mountain and a deep valley. This mountain is visible at a distance
of three days' journey and therein are various kinds of jacinths and other precious stones and metals of all kinds and all manner spice-trees, and its
soil is of emery, wherewith jewels are wrought. In its streams are diamonds, and pearls are in its rivers. (208) I ascended to its summit and diverted
myself by viewing all the marvels therein, which are such as beggar description; after which I returned to the king and sought of him permission to
return to my own country. He gave me leave, after great pressure, and bestowed on me abundant largesse from his treasuries. Moreover, he gave
me a present and a sealed letter and said to me, 'Carry this to the Khalif Haroun er Reshid and salute him for us with abundant salutation.' And I
said, 'I hear and obey.'.? ? ? ? ? I'm the crown of every sweet and fragrant weed; When the loved one calls, I keep the tryst agreed..EL HEJJAJ
AND THE THREE YOUNG MEN. (69).The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with him; and when he arose in the morning, he
found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen and that which had betided him. Nor,"
added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth and wife and children and God restored
them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier and rarer and greater of wealth and
elevation.".23. Hatim et Tal; his Generosity after Death cclxx.4. The Three Apples xix.When the news reached El Aziz, he rejoiced with an
exceeding joy in the coming of his son and straightway took horse, he and all his army, what while the trumpets sounded and the musicians played,
that the earth quaked and Baghdad also trembled, and it was a notable day. When Mariyeh beheld all this, she repented with the uttermost of
repentance of that which she had wroughten against El Abbas his due and the fires still raged in her vitals. Meanwhile, the troops (104) sallied forth
of Baghdad and went out to meet those of El Abbas, who had halted in a meadow called the Green Island. When he espied the approaching host, he
knew not what they were; so he strained his sight and seeing horsemen coming and troops and footmen, said to those about him, "Among yonder
troops are ensigns and banners of various kinds; but, as for the great green standard that ye see, it is the standard of my father, the which is reserved
[unto him and never displayed save] over his head, and [by this] I know that he himself is come out in quest of me." And he was certified of this, he
and his troops..Now the uncle's son of the king of the city had aforetime disputed [the kingship] with him, and the people misliked the king; but
God the Most High decreed that he should get the better of his cousin. However, jealousy of him abode in his heart and he acquainted the vizier,
who hid it not and sent [him] money. Moreover, he fell to summoning [all strangers who came to the town], man after man, and questioning them
of their faith and their worldly estate, and whoso answered him not [to his liking], he took his good. (231) Now a certain wealthy man of the
Muslims was on a journey and it befell that he arrived at that city by night, unknowing what was to do, and coming to the ruin aforesaid, gave the
old woman money and said to her, 'No harm upon thee.' Whereupon she lifted up her voice and prayed [for him], He set down his merchandise by
her [and abode with her] the rest of the night and the next day..?THE SIXTH OFFICER'S STORY..? ? ? ? ? I am the champion-slayer, the warrior
without peer; My foes I slay, destroying the hosts, when I appear..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and [goodly] presence, a man of exalted
generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont to assemble by turns in each other's
houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty drinks and exceeding lovely flowers
and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and marvellous stories and goodly
instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom he was used to company but
enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he sallied forth and went round
about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..Then I took the present and a token of
service from myself to the Khalif and [presenting myself before him], kissed his hands and laid the whole before him, together with the King of
Hind's letter. He read the letter and taking the present, rejoiced therein with an exceeding joy and entreated me with the utmost honour. Then said
he to me, 'O Sindbad, is this king, indeed, such as he avoucheth in this letter?' I kissed the earth and answered, saying, 'O my lord, I myself have
seen the greatness of his kingship to be manifold that which he avoucheth in his letter. On the day of his audience, (212) there is set up for him a
throne on the back of a huge elephant, eleven cubits high, whereon he sitteth and with him are his officers and pages and session-mates, standing in
two ranks on his right hand and on his left. At his head standeth a man, having in his hand a golden javelin, and behind him another, bearing a mace
of the same metal, tipped with an emerald, a span long and an inch thick. When he mounteth, a thousand riders take horse with him, arrayed in gold
and silk; and whenas he rideth forth, he who is before him proclaimeth and saith, "This is the king, mighty of estate and high of dominion!" And he
proceedeth to praise him on this wise and endeth by saying, "This is the king, lord of the crown the like whereof nor Solomon (213) nor Mihraj
(214) possessed!" Then is he silent, whilst he who is behind the king proclaimeth and saith, "He shall die! He shall die! And again I say, he shall
die!" And the other rejoineth, saying, "Extolled be the perfection of the Living One who dieth not!" And by reason of his justice and judgment
(215) and understanding, there is no Cadi in his [capital] city; but all the people of his realm distinguish truth from falsehood and know [and
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practise] truth and right for themselves.'.8. Ghanim ben Eyoub the Slave of Love xxxix.One day, as I stood in my shop, there came up to me a
woman and stopped before me; and she as she were the full moon rising from among the stars, and the place was illumined by her light. When I
saw her, I fixed my eyes on her and stared in her face; and she bespoke me with soft speech. When I heard her words and the sweetness of her
speech, I lusted after her; and when she saw that I lusted after her, she did her occasion and promising me [to come again], went away, leaving my
mind occupied with her and fire kindled in my heart. Then I abode, perplexed and pondering my affair, whilst fire flamed in my heart, till the third
day, when she came again and I scarce credited her coming. When I saw her, I talked with her and cajoled her and courted her and strove to win her
favour with speech and invited her [to my house]; but she answered, saying, 'I will not go up into any one's house.' Quoth I, 'I will go with thee;'
and she said, 'Arise and come with me.'.They cut their bonds and poured wine into their gullets, till they came to themselves, when the king looked
at the eunuch and recognizing him, said, 'Harkye, such an one!' 'Yes, O my lord the king,' replied the man and prostrated himself to him; whereat
the king marvelled with an exceeding wonder and said to him, 'How earnest thou to this place and what hath befallen thee?" Quoth the eunuch, 'I
went and took out the treasure and brought it hither; but the [evil] eye was behind me and I unknowing. So the thieves took us alone here and
seized the money and cast us into this pit, so we might die of hunger, even as they had done with other than we; but God the Most High sent thee,
in pity to us.'.As for the woman, whenas the man went out from her, she resolved to depart; so she went forth, saying in herself, 'There is no
journeying for me in woman's attire.' Then she donned men's apparel, such as is worn of the pious, and set out and wandered over the earth; nor did
she leave going till she entered a certain city. Now the king of that city had an only daughter in whom he gloried and whom he loved, and she saw
the devotee and deeming her a pilgrim youth, said to her father, 'I would fain have this youth take up his abode with me, so I may learn of him
wisdom and renunciation and religion.' Her father rejoiced in this and commanded the [supposed] pilgrim to take up his sojourn with his daughter
in his palace. Now they were in one place and the king's daughter was strenuous to the utterest in continence and chastity and nobility of mind and
magnanimity and devotion to the worship of God; but the ignorant slandered her (5) and the folk of the realm said, 'The king's daughter loveth the
pilgrim youth and he loveth her.'.When it was the eighth day, the viziers all assembled and took counsel together and said, "How shall we do with
this youth, who baffleth us with his much talk? Indeed, we fear lest he be saved and we fall [into perdition]. Wherefore, let us all go in to the king
and unite our efforts to overcome him, ere he appear without guilt and come forth and get the better of us." So they all went in to the king and
prostrating themselves before him, said to him, "O king, have a care lest this youth beguile thee with his sorcery and bewitch thee with his craft. If
thou heardest what we hear, thou wouldst not suffer him live, no, not one day. So pay thou no heed to his speech, for we are thy viziers, [who
endeavour for] thy continuance, and if thou hearken not to our word, to whose word wilt thou hearken? See, we are ten viziers who testify against
this youth that he is guilty and entered not the king's sleeping-chamber but with evil intent, so he might put the king to shame and outrage his
honour; and if the king slay him not, let him banish him his realm, so the tongue of the folk may desist from him.".Presently up came the kings of
the Jinn from every side and kissed the earth before the queen and stood in her service; and she thanked them for this, but stirred not for one of
them. Then came the Sheikh Aboultawaif Iblis (God curse him!) and kissed the earth before her, saying, 'O my lady, may I not be bereft of these
steps!' (229) O Sheikh Aboultawalf,' answered she, 'it behoveth thee to thank the bounty of the Lady Tuhfeh, who was the cause of my coming.'
'True,' answered he and kissed the earth. Then the queen fared on [towards the palace] and there [arose and] alighted upon the trees an hundred
thousand birds of various colours. Quoth Tuhfeh, 'How many are these birds!' And Queen Wekhimeh said to her, 'Know, O my sister, that this
queen is called Queen Es Shuhba and that she is queen over all the Jinn from East to West. These birds that thou seest are of her troops, and except
they came in this shape, the earth would not contain them. Indeed, they came forth with her and are present with her presence at this circumcision.
She will give thee after the measure of that which hath betided thee (230) from the first of the festival to the last thereof; and indeed she honoureth
us all with her presence.'.The Seventeenth Night of the Month..? ? ? ? ? In my soul the fire of yearning and affliction rageth aye; Lo, I burn with
love and longing; nought in answer can I say..So saying, he spat in her face and went out from her; whilst Shah Khatoun made him no answer,
knowing that, if she spoke at that time, he would not credit her speech. Then she humbled herself in supplication to God the Most High and said, 'O
God the Great, Thou knowest the hidden things and the outward parts and the inward' If an advanced term (137) be [appointed] to me, let it not be
deferred, and if a deferred one, let it not be advanced!' On this wise she passed some days, whilst the king fell into perplexity and forswore meat
and drink and sleep and abode knowing not what he should do and saying [in himself], 'If I kill the eunuch and the youth, my soul will not be
solaced, for they are not to blame, seeing that she sent to fetch him, and my heart will not suffer me to slay them all three. But I will not be hasty in
putting them to death, for that I fear repentance.' Then he left them, so he might look into the affair..The old man betook himself to the city, as she
bade him, and enquired for the money-changer, to whom they directed him. So he gave him the ring and the letter, which when he saw, he kissed
the letter and breaking it open, read it and apprehended its purport. Then he repaired to the market and buying all that she bade him, laid it in a
porter's basket and bade him go with the old man. So the latter took him and went with him to the mosque, where he relieved him of his burden and
carried the meats in to Sitt el Milah. She seated him by her side and they ate, he and she, of those rich meats, till they were satisfied, when the old
man rose and removed the food from before her..As we stood, behold, up came the lady, and with her a slave-girl. When she saw the young man,
she said to him, "Art thou here?" And he answered, "Yes, O my lady." Quoth she, "To-day I am bidden by this man. Wilt thou go with us?" And he
replied, "Yes." Then said she, "Thou hast brought me [hither] against my will and perforce. Wilt thou go with us in any event?" (184) "Yes, yes,"
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answered he and we fared on, [all three,] till we came to Er Rauzeh and entered the pavilion. The lady diverted herself awhile with viewing its
ordinance and furniture, after which she put off her [walking-]clothes and sat down [with the young man] in the goodliest and chiefest place. Then I
went forth and brought them what they should eat at the first of the day; moreover, I went out also and fetched them what they should eat at the last
of the day and brought them wine and dessert and fruits and flowers. On this wise I abode in their service, standing on my feet, and she said not
unto me, "Sit," nor "Take, eat" nor "Take, drink," what while she and the young man sat toying and laughing, and he fell to kissing her and
pinching her and hopping about upon the ground and laughing..71. Yehya ben Khalid and the Poor Man dclvi.? ? ? ? ? i. The Credulous Husband
dcccxcviii.? ? ? ? ? His sides the tamarisk's slenderness deride, so lithe they are, Whence for conceit in his own charms still drunken doth he fare..?
? ? ? ? But now unto me of my loves accomplished are joyance and cheer And those whom I cherish my soul with the wine of contentment
regale..Officer's Story, The Fourth, ii. 142..When El Muradi heard of his release, he betook himself to the chief of the police and said to him, "O
our lord, we are not assured from yonder youth, [the Damascene], for that he hath been released from prison and we fear lest he complain of us."
Quoth the prefect, "How shall we do?" And El Muradi answered, saying, "I will cast him into a calamity for thee." Then he ceased not to follow the
young Damascene from place to place till he came up with him in a strait place and a by-street without an issue; whereupon he accosted him and
putting a rope about his neck, cried out, saying, "A thief!" The folk flocked to him from all sides and fell to beating and reviling Noureddin, whilst
he cried out for succour, but none succoured him, and El Muradi still said to him, "But yesterday the Commander of the Faithful released thee and
to-day thou stealest!" So the hearts of the folk were hardened against him and El Muradi carried him to the master of police, who bade cut off his
hand..The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep
not for fear of death, but of pity for thee and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of
horrors and that thy death should be this abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me
was forewrit to me and that which is written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they
passed that night and the following day and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death
and could but groan feebly..Then they brought trays and tables and amongst the rest a platter of red gold, inlaid with pearls and jewels; its margents
were of gold and emerald, and thereon were graven the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? Camphor itself to me doth testify And in my presence owns me
white as snow..? ? ? ? ? Who dares with them to cope draws death upon himself; Yea, of the deadly lance incontinent he's slain..Asleep and Awake,
i. 5..Let destiny with loosened rein its course appointed fare, iii. 211.Then he conferred on him a dress of honour and engaged to him for the
completion of the dowry and sent to his father, giving him the glad news and comforting his heart with [the tidings of] his son's safety; after which
he said to Bihzad, Arise, O my son, and go to thy father.' 'O king,' rejoined the prince, 'complete thy kindness to me by [hastening] my going-in to
my wife; for, if I go back to my father, till he send a messenger and he return, promising me, the time will be long.' The king laughed and
marvelled at him and said to him, 'I fear for thee from this haste, lest thou come to shame and attain not thy desire.' Then he gave him wealth galore
and wrote him letters, commending him to the father of the princess, and despatched him to them. When he drew near their country, the king came
forth to meet him with the people of his realm and assigned him a handsome lodging and bade hasten the going-in of his daughter to him, in
compliance with the other king's letter. Moreover, he advised the prince's father [of his son's coming] and they busied themselves with the affair of
the damsel..Then the eunuchs went forth, that they might perfume the bath [for the use of the brides]; so they essenced it with rose-water and
willow-flower-water and bladders of musk and fumigated it with Cakili (191) aloes-wood and ambergris. Then Shehrzad entered, she and her sister
Dinarzad, and they cleansed their heads and clipped their hair. When they came forth of the bath, they donned raiment and ornaments, [such as
were] prepared for the kings of the Chosroes; and among Shehrzad's apparel was a dress charactered with red gold and wroughten with semblants
of birds and beasts. Moreover, they both encircled their necks with necklaces of jewels of price, in the like whereof Iskender (192) rejoiced not, for
therein were great jewels such as amazed the wit and the eye, and the thought was bewildered at their charms, for indeed, each of them was brighter
than the sun and the moon. Before them they kindled lighted flambeaux in torch-holders of gold, but their faces outshone the flambeaux, for that
they had eyes sharper than drawn swords and the lashes of their eyelids ensorcelled all hearts. Their cheeks were rosy and their necks and shapes
swayed gracefully and their eyes wantoned. And the slave-girls came to meet them with instruments of music..Bunducdari (El) and the Sixteen
Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers, ii. 117..Unto me the whole world's gladness is thy nearness and thy sight, iii. 15..When El
Abbas had made an end of his verses, his father said to him, "I seek refuge for thee with God, O my son! Hast thou any want unto which thou
availest not, so I may endeavour for thee therein and lavish my treasures in quest thereof?" "O father mine," answered El Abbas, "I have, indeed, an
urgent want, on account whereof I came forth of my native land and left my people and my home and exposed myself to perils and stresses and
became an exile from my country, and I trust in God that it may be accomplished by thine august endeavour." "And what is thy want?" asked the
king. Quoth El Abbas, "I would have thee go and demand me in marriage Mariyeh, daughter of the King of Baghdad, for that my heart is distraught
with love of her." And he recounted to his father his story from first to last..Officers of Police, El Melik ez Zahir Rukneddin Bibers el Bunducdar
and the Sixteen, ii. 117..? ? ? ? ? Him with my life I'd ransom whose rigours waste away My frame and cause me languish; yet, if he would but
hear,.Now the liefest of all things to Mariyeh was the recitation of poems and verses and linked rhymes and the twanging [of the strings of the lute],
and she was versed in all tongues; so she took the letter and opening it, read that which was therein and apprehended its purport. Then she cast it on
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the ground and said, "O nurse, I have no answer to make to this letter." Quoth the nurse, "Indeed, this is weakness in thee and a reproach unto thee,
for that the people of the world have heard of thee and still praise thee for keenness of wit and apprehension; so do thou return him an answer, such
as shall delude his heart and weary his soul." "O nurse," rejoined the princess, "who is this that presumeth upon me with this letter? Belike he is the
stranger youth who gave my father the rubies." "It is himself," answered the woman, and Mariyeh said, "I will answer his letter on such a wise that
thou shalt not bring me other than it [from him]." Quoth the nurse, "So be it." So the princess called for inkhorn and paper and wrote the following
verses:.?STORY OF THE KING WHO KNEW THE QUINTESSENCE (204) OF THINGS..Then they returned to Dinarzad and displayed her in
the fifth dress and in the sixth, which was green. Indeed, she overpassed with her loveliness the fair of the four quarters of the world and outshone,
with the brightness of her countenance, the full moon at its rising; for she was even as saith of her the poet in the following verses:.Lewdness, The
Pious Woman accused of, ii. 5..? ? ? ? ? If, in his own land, midst his folk, abjection and despite Afflict a man, then exile sure were better for the
wight..So Aamir took the water-skin and made for the water; but, when he came to the well, behold, two young men with gazelles, and when they
saw him, they said to him, "Whither wilt thou, O youth, and of which of the Arabs art thou?" "Harkye, lads," answered he, "fill me my water-skin,
for that I am a stranger man and a wayfarer and I have a comrade who awaiteth me." Quoth they, "Thou art no wayfarer, but a spy from El Akil's
camp." Then they took him and carried him to [their king] Zuheir ben Shebib; and when he came before him, he said to him, "Of which of the
Arabs art thou?" Quoth Aamir, "I am a wayfarer." And Zuheir said, "Whence comest thou and whither wilt thou?" "I am on my way to Akil,"
answered Aamir. When he named Akil, those who were present were agitated; but Zuheir signed to them with his eyes and said to him, "What is
thine errand with Akil?" Quoth he, "We would fain see him, my friend and I.".So she donned a devotee's habit and betaking herself to the
goldsmith, said to him, 'To whom belongeth the bracelet that is in the king's hand?' Quoth he, 'It belongeth to a man, a stranger, who hath bought
him a slave-girl from this city and lodgeth with her in such a place.' So the old woman repaired to the young man's house and knocked at the door.
The damsel opened to her and seeing her clad in devotee's apparel, (184) saluted her and said to her, ' Belike thou hast an occasion with us?' 'Yes,'
answered the old woman; 'I desire privacy and ablution.' (185) Quoth the girl, 'Enter.' So she entered and did her occasion and made the ablution
and prayed. Then she brought out a rosary and began to tell her beads thereon, and the damsel said to her, 'Whence comest thou, O pilgrim?' (186)
Quoth she '[I come] from [visiting] the Idol (187) of the Absent in such a church. (188) There standeth up no woman [to prayer] before him, who
hath an absent friend and discovereth to him her need, but he acquainteth her with her case and giveth her tidings of her absent one.' 'O pilgrim,'
said the damsel, 'we have an absent one, and my lord's heart cleaveth to him and I desire to go to the idol and question him of him.' Quoth the old
woman, '[Wait] till to-morrow and ask leave of thy husband, and I will come to thee and go with thee in weal.'.On like wise, O king," continued the
youth, "whilst fortune was favourable to me, all that I did came to good; but now that it is grown contrary to me, everything turneth against me.".? ?
? ? ? b. The Cook's Story (238) cxxi.? ? ? ? ? And dar'dst, O dweller in the tents, to lift thine eyes to me, Hoping by stress to win of me the amorous
delight,.35. The Lover who feigned himself a Thief to save his Mistress's Honour ccxcvii
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