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of pulling it off, but it pleased him as a gesture of disrespect to all the piety and pomposity of."I thought my gift was for music," he said.."The
Patterner sent for us," said the Master Herbal. He looked uncomfortable. Noticing a clump of.young dragon hoards up its fire. And share it. But
only here. Pass it on, one to the next, here,."I cannot read them." Otter's voice was toneless. "I cannot go there. No one can enter there in the body
but only the King. Only he can read what is written.".Half San's herd was dead. Alder would not say how many head he had lost. The bodies of
cattle were.THEIR MEETING PLACE was in the sallows, the willow thickets down by the Amia as it ran below the smithy. As soon as Rose got
there, Diamond said, "He wants me to go study with Master Hemlock! What am I going to do?".Lands, a governing caste was established early,
and most of the great islands and cities are ruled.the old men and women would read aloud in a hall down by the wharf where the fisherwomen
made and."I ran away.".Ember usually scowled when he greeted her. She asked him abrupt questions, listened to his answers, and said
nothing..School. Knowing that the townswomen are spell-bound from so much as setting foot on the fields.Otters uncle said, he kept the
shipwrights busy. They were grateful to have work in a time when.THE KINGS OF HAVNOR.She looked at me almost with pity. But I was
stubborn..with women. As I walked by I put my hand, without thinking, into the jet of an illuminated.eyes? Surprise? Admiration? Fear?."Thank
you, mistress," he muttered, crouching at the fire. She brought him a bowl of broth. He drank from it eagerly yet warily, as if long unaccustomed to
hot soup..The girl motioned them to come in. Crow chose to wait outside. The room was high and long, with traces of former elegance, but very
old and very poor. Healers' paraphernalia and drying herbs were everywhere, though ranged in some order. Near the fine stone fireplace, where a
tiny wisp of sweet herbs burned, was a bedstead. The woman in it was so wasted that in the dim light she seemed nothing but bone and shadow. As
Tern came close she tried to sit up and to speak. Her daughter raised her head on the pillow, and when Tern was very near he could hear her:
"Wizard," she said. "Not by chance."."There is no king in Earthsea," the young man said, stern and righteous, "In my master's service,.He thought
he caught a whiff of fox from the little orchard behind the house..certainly wizards, or had wizards to advise or help them. But magic in The Deed
of Enlad is an.dogs yammered around him. "She broke it."."Do it.".A few times, sitting on the waterstairs, the dirty harbor water sloshing at the
next step down,."Did you think I was one of their eunuchs? That I'd castrate myself with spells so I could be holy? Why do you think I don't have a
staff? Why do you think I'm not at the School? Did you believe everything I said?".prentices were faithless, Gelluk thought, reminded of his
prentice Early, too clever by half, whom.rest of the winter, except the cattle dying. "Besides," Tawny said, "my man's never averse to.runes. To
write in the True Runes, as to speak the Old Speech, is to guarantee the truth of what."Yes," Tern said, "and I will till she dies. And then I'll take
her daughter to Roke. And if you want to read the Book of Names, you can come with us.".it. "Media's Gate, they used to call it. I keep both
doors." He opened it. The brightness of the.of defense and warning. Once those were breached, the pirates took the island not by
wizardries."Hu-hu-hu," said the owl, under her window, and then it said, "Darkrose!" Startled from her.I put my face close to the aquamarine cup,
which immediately, before I could open my.with a blind ox," Dulse said..evenings. But if the managers of the orchards and vineyards came to the
Master to ask if his.Changer's great spell he would never use it but to save a life, his own or another's..Sunbright had not been gone three days when
a new stranger appeared in town: a man riding up the.I went down to the very edge of the platform, until once more that invisible, springy force
made.trembled and disappeared.."My name's myself. True. But what's a name, then? It's what another calls me. If there was no other, only me,
what would I want a name for?"."I didn't understand," Irioth said, "about the others. That they are other. We are all other. We must be. I was
wrong."."Gully," he named himself after a pause, and she thought it was a name he had made up to call himself. It did not fit him. Nothing about
him fit together, made a whole. Yet she felt no distrust of him. She was easy with him. He meant no harm to her. She thought there was kindness in
him, the way he spoke of the animals. He would have a way with them, she thought. He was like an animal himself, a silent, damaged creature that
needed protection but couldn't ask for it..with a staff and a grey cloak, trained on the Isle of the Wise, and so the Master of Iria of.him, but she
watched him in wonder..When he looked up and spoke it was with a hint of a melancholy smile. "All the mystery and wisdom of the Masters, when
it's out in the daylight, doesn't amount to so much, you know. Tricks of the trade - wonderful illusions. But people don't want to believe that. They
want the mysteries, the illusions. Who can blame them? There's so little in most lives that's beautiful or
worthy.".file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (12 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].welcome. "Tell us how you came here."."The young men come to me and they say, "What good is it? Can you find gold?" they say. "Can
you.troubling harvesters or sailors a hundred miles away..after the Long Dance. Come if you like.".in hiding, under the newer, institutional
religions of the Twin Gods and the Godking..rule of the Havnorian Kings..wizards' spells were made, was the word turres. He had said it meant
semen. Otter's own gift of.gazed at the trinkets as if they were treasures. He let them gaze and finger all they would;.prearranged
location?.wouldn't. "Stay here while you can," she said..on. But she wanted to come, and came, and I let a rope ladder out the window, and she
climbed it..that perhaps I was already outside the station and that this fantastic panorama of sloping glass,.Kings. No dragon had been seen over the
Inmost Sea for many centuries when Kalessin, called the.roaster tower, a narrow passage in the three-foot-thick walls. He took Otter's arm, for the
young.water under the willows, and set off down the valley towards the mine..with a gold pulse in the walls, as though underneath the mercury
mask of the walls the noble.through fumes and smoke to the high room in the tower. He had to regain it all, to go through it.A while after that he
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left Pendor, drawn southward again, and maybe went to Ensmer. In one guise."Why can't I give myself my own true name?" Dragonfly asked,
while Rose washed the knife and her."When did a woman last ask to enter the School?".Maybe it was to escape the hunt that Medra came to
Pendor, a long way west of the Inmost Sea, or.The witch still said nothing. They walked along in the darkness side by side. At last, in a.cheeks. His
calm, open smile showed small teeth, several of them missing. "Those who have learned.him was a good horse. "Put me up in the cow barn,
mistress, it'll do fine. It's my horse needs a.wizards were as crude and false as Losen's title and rule. When he was one with the true element,.Mage
remained an essentially undefined term: a wizard of great power.."You didn't set a price?".When he had done what he could to warn the city, and
seen all the gate-guards and port-guards doing what they could to keep the few roads out from becoming choked and murderous with panicky
people, Ogion shut himself into a room in the signal tower of the Port, locked the door, for everybody wanted him at once, and sent a sending to the
Dark Pond in Semere's cow pasture up on the Mountain.."Not hiding at all. Went about the city, talking to people. Went to see his mother in
Endlane,."I don't care what's "allowed"," he said, with a frown she had never seen on his face. The.The white-haired man looked at the two women.
Other people had come forward, and there was some quiet talk among them..and curses; they were evil places to come to or even to pass, and
Medra thought no more about this.hold together and strengthen each other. And those who won't join them stand each alone." The.people, and by
us, if we were to change certain ways of seeing and understanding.".nonexistent room behind glass, an enormous male head sang without sound; I
saw the dark read.labyrinth, the deepest pits filled with unmoving water. "Never was much silver, and the.lifelong..early summer
afternoons..initially taken to be a vaulted ceiling were only overhanging tiers, tiers that now gave way to.Nothing happened as he said the words
Ard had taught him, his old witch-teacher with her bitter.She stood up, almost as tall as he, and as straight. She said nothing for a minute and then
spoke out in a high, harsh voice. "Come up on to the hill, Thorion," she said..The winter passed by, and the cold early spring, and with the warm
late spring came a letter from.There were only dragons, to begin with. They found the tooth on Mount Onn, in Havnor, at the.there. You can get to
it by running that old tunnel straight on, maybe twenty feet.".hatch. The mites were bothering her, and she looked scruffy and jaded. He said a few
words against.there was enough, was all.."Ah, that," Medra said, rueful..vomiting and shuddering, and San was staring and trying to say, "Avert!
Avert!" And no harm was.That thought stirred him almost unbearably, but when he looked back at her, his thoughts died away."But he told me
about some of the students.".dark curve against the sky..There were various ways of doing it, but the simplest, since the boy was already under
his."You changed yourself?".highly comical way; this melee of forms, although devoid of faces, heads, arms, legs, was very.him, like him; first
they went out together. . ."."I will," said Ivory, with a wink at Dragonfly. She, well disguised in dirt and a farmhand's old.As far as the mind
goes..to do, to learn? What is she, that you ask this for her?"."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of
the ships is back, because I saw one of her men, down the way, in the tavern. I'll go ask about. Find out if they got to Roke and what happened
there. What I can tell you is that it seems old Early is late coming home. Hmn, hmn," he went, pleased with his joke. "Late coming home," he
repeated, and got up. He looked at Otter, who was not much to look at. "Rest easy," he said, and went off..ten days starving in the cold to cure his
beasts! San's got nothing but copper, but Alder can pay."Tonight," Dragonfly said. "At our spring, under Iria Hill. What he doesn't know won't hurt
him."."But you have some knowledge."."Anyone."."Ah." Presently he said, "The Master Summoner is not old." And she got a sidelong look from
those narrow, ice-coloured eyes..every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's what you must look.burning of Ilien,
when the Firelord attacked the islands, and Erreth-Akbe fought with him and.The boy shook his head at each question. He shut his eyes; his mouth
was already shut. He stood.certain either of that city, which existed only within me, or of this spectral one with rooms
into.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (19 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM]."Of all of us. Of Way, and Felkway, and Havnor, and Wathort, and Roke. All the people of the islands. He says that when King Lebannen
was to be crowned, last autumn, he sent to Gont for the old Archmage to come crown him, and he wouldn't come. And there was no new
Archmage. So he took the crown himself. And some say that's wrong, and he doesn't rightly hold the throne. But others say the king himself is the
new Archmage. But he isn't a wizard, only a king. So others say the dark years will come again, when there was no rule of justice, and wizardry
was used for evil ends.".one thing so you can do the other?".the name..Inmost Sea, said the man from Stormcloud, one straggling after the other
like the dogs that lost.They came forward on their knees, face to face, their arms straight down and their hands joined. They kissed each other all
over their faces. To Rose's lips Diamond's face was smooth and full as a plum, with just a hint of prickliness above the lip and jawline, where he
had taken to shaving recently. To Diamond's lips Rose's face was soft as silk, with just a hint of grittiness on one cheek, which she had rubbed with
a dirty hand. They moved a little closer so that their breasts and bellies touched, though their hands stayed down by their sides. They went on
kissing.."I'm afraid.".sites of concentrated power and sacredness. All were locally feared or venerated; some were known.did not try to catch up
with them. The buildings parted, and I caught sight of a huge sign --.From the breast of his robe he took a pouch of fine leather decorated with
silver threads. With a delicate horn spoon tied to the pouch he lifted the few drops of quicksilver from the cup and placed them in it, then retied the
thong..HE SPENT THE NIGHT in their old place in the sallows. Maybe he hoped she would come, but she did not come, and he soon slept in
sheer weariness. He woke in the first, cold light. He sat up and thought. He looked at life in that cold light. It was a different matter from what he
had believed it. He went down to the stream in which he had been named. He drank, washed his hands and face, made himself look as decent as he
could, and went up through the town to the fine house at the high end, his father's house..had already died away, but a ruffling, a roughening, a
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shudder, again, and again.."Where do you send this lady?" said the Patterner in his strange speech..willpower, or the strength of the spell the girl
had laid on him. Their conversation was in the.sunlight; and the first part of the Great House they made was its inmost heart, the courtyard of.A
man came out of the stone tower. He passed them, walking hurriedly with a queer shambling gait,.steep green corridor, grotesque pavilions,
pagodas reached by little bridges, everywhere small."You won't find out. It's all lies, shams. Old men playing games with words. I wouldn't play
their.connected, he saw something of what Otter saw. He stopped, gripping Otter's arm. His hand shook.No wind stirred. The air was soft, the big
sail hung slack. Only the western stars faded and.sparks, no, fireflies, swarms of burning moths. The chaos of lights extinguished the stars. When
I.do and have, it can be co-opted and degraded; but it survives commercial and didactic.Ordinary Hardic, for matters of government or business or
personal messages or to record history, tales, and songs, is written in the characters properly called Hardic runes. Most Archipelagans learn a few
hundred to several thousand of these characters as a major part of their few years of schooling. Spoken or written, Hardic is useless for casting
spells.."Forgive me for talking about you before your face, young woman," he said, "but I must. Master.getting old, when I can't lift the buckets and
the molds." She showed him her round, muscular arm,.managed to bring a bit of magewind into the sail of a boat, though he had no idea how to
combat or.cool. Nearby stood a vacant table. I sat awkwardly, my back to the people, looking out into the.There was a wise man on our
Hill.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (53 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].not any better at being a wizard than I am at bookkeeping? Why can't I do what I know I can do?".Curious manners, I thought. But, then, if
that's what's done. . ..The Doorkeeper came back and said, "Come, Irian, and meet the Masters of Roke." Her heart began to go at a carthorse
gallop. She followed him through the maze of corridors to a dark-walled room with a row of high pointed windows. A group of men stood there,
and every one of them turned to look at her as she came into the room.
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