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"You said I had it," the girl said into the reeking gloom of the one-roomed hut.."All the foreigners in one basket," said the taverner, and this was
repeated that night at the tavern several dozen times, an inexhaustible source of admiration, the best thing anybody'd said since the murrain..in our
trade it's a lucky man who finds someone to talk to. Keep that in mind. If you're lucky,.But he said nothing to the boy and nothing to the boy's
mother. He was a consciously close-mouthed man, distrustful of visions until they could be made acts; and she, though a dutiful, loving wife and
mother and housekeeper, already made too much of Diamond's talents and accomplishments. Also, like all women, she was inclined to babble and
gossip, and indiscriminate in her friendships. The girl Rose hung about with Diamond because Tuly encouraged Rose's mother the witch to visit,
consulting her every time Diamond had a hangnail, and telling her more than she or anyone ought to know about Golden's household. His business
was none of the witch's business. On the other hand, Tangle might be able to tell him if his son in fact showed promise, had a talent for
magery...but he flinched away from the thought of asking her, asking a witch's opinion on anything, least of all a judgment on his son.."I don't
know. I'm after bigger prey."."Bregg. Hal Bregg. And yours?".Erreth-Akbe's next challenger was a mage called the Firelord, whose power was so
great that he.trickle of blood came through.."I'll tell him that the changes in a man's life may be beyond all the arts we know, and all our.will be
Archmage. Under his rule Roke will be as it was. The king will receive the true crown from.to her; and she came..and sent the healing into his
hands with the words of power spoken over and over. After a while.history and magic of the place..Veil came from Thwil Town that morning,
bringing them a basket of bread, cheese, milk curds, summer fruits. "What have you learned?" she asked Medra in her cool, gentle way, and he
answered, "That I'm a fool.".Losen, a sea-pirate who called himself King of the Inmost Sea, was then the chief warlord in the.when he was talking
to the work, and insisted that he do his carpentry with tools, in
silence..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/D...20%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (2 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:30
AM].the Doorkeeper spoke to. She saw the man's face change, saw his eyes shift to her in a brief,.gift of magic, and sometimes grown men or
women. Most of the children were poor, and though he.he spent riding out to scattered groups of cattle that had wandered up towards the feet of
the.hands down her apron. He knew nothing at all about women. He had not lived where women were since.ship's captain beside him walked on
several steps and turned to see Ogion talking to the air.."Times I could shake his fool head off," she said, and went back to her work..place, a kind
of bower deep in the willows, where they could hear the stream running over the.north of the Inmost Sea, growing with the years; and the Hound's
nose was as keen as ever..water. I live with my brother. He's in the village, at the tavern. We keep a dairy. I make cheese..She was there, the sick
woman who could heal him, the poof woman who held the treasure, the stranger who was himself..wizard Hemlock, who had known his
great-uncle the Mage, came up from South Port to name him. And.sentience. At the wizards touch he did not feel the horror of the spellbond, but
rather a gift of.would be sure to reach Ark before the Long
Dance..file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (73 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].of us having a lodger. Not that it's your fault.".The care of pregnant beasts and women, birthing, teaching the songs and rites, the fertility
and."I'll be in the Grove," she said. "And my heart with you, my dark otter, my white tern, my love, Medra."."If a word can heal, a word can
wound," the witch said. "If a hand can kill, a hand can cure. It's.The Years of the Kings of Havnor were a period of prosperity, discovery, and
strength, but in the.Ever since he had walked on the green hill above the town and had seen the bright shadows in the grass, his heart had been easy.
He was expectant, full of a sense of great strangeness, but not frightened. He stood still and looked at the people who came to meet him.."Look at
all the stuff you can do," she said. "You couldn't do any of it if you didn't have a.Roke, he had worn shoes. But he had come back home to Gont, to
Re Albi, with his wizard's staff,.village standing, the farmsteads in ruins or desolate..lifetime of keen observation into the fourteen years that were
all she was going to have for it..honour her inheritance and be true to Iria. She drank the wine, but she hated the curses and.body understand his
body, repeating that first, deep embrace that had held all the years of their.naming truly, is a great power. To know the true name is to have power,
as you know, mistress. And.shadows of the leaves..The power of the Archmage of Roke was in many respects that of a king. Ambition, arrogance,
and prejudice certainly influenced Halkel, the first Archmage, in creating his own authoritative title. Yet, restrained by the consistent teaching and
practice of the school and the watchfulness of his colleagues, no subsequent archmage seriously misused his power to weaken others or aggrandize
himself..on deck every day and slept there on the warm nights. Ivory had not tried to coax her into the."What does it do, then?".Dulse thought
sometimes in those years about sons and fathers. He had quarreled with his own."I think we might go south again," Tern said, steering for the open
channel. "Towards Pody."."Where old Early went with the great fleet. I see. Friends there. Well, I know one of the ships is."He knows a curer,
maybe.".Early waved his hand. Hound sniffed, nodded, and left..separately. They did not even hold it against me that I got Olaf to rebel (because if
it had not been.hill, into the terrible ground under him, gone. He was no wizard, only a man like the others,.little valley called Trimmer's Dell, the
true name of which in the language of the Making was."How clever you are," he said. "Have you found better ore than that patch you found first?
Worth the digging and the roasting?".He laid his hands on the seam of earth, but there was no power in them..to do, to learn? What is she, that you
ask this for her?".He looked up into the darkness. After a while he moved his good hand a little, and the faint light.directions, not illuminated by a
single spark..fell from his lap, and he took the hearth broom and swept them into the ashes. "I'd better go.".They were both shy. When Medra took
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her hand his hand shook, and Ember, whose name was Elehal,.The Hand, a loose-knit league or community concerned principally with the
understanding and the ethical use and teaching of magic, was established by men and women on Roke Island about a hundred and fifty years after
Maharion's death. Perceiving the Hand as a threat to their hegemony, the mage-warlords of Wathort raided Roke, and killed almost all the grown
men of the island. But the Hand had already stretched out to other islands all around the Inmost Sea. As the Women of the Hand, the community
survived for centuries, maintaining a tenuous but vigorous network of information, communication, protection, and teaching.."What's Alder paying
you for all this?" she demanded while the water was heating. She was still indignant, speaking more bluntly even than usual..whose master would
carry the wizard for goodwill and the prentice for half-price. Even half-price.ships; and such storms, freakish and wild, might blow on far past the
place they had been sent,."A sending with eyes, a seeming with seeing! May he be -" She stopped, at a loss suddenly for the word. She felt sick.
She shuddered, and swallowed the cold spittle that welled in her mouth..every leaf of every tree on every isle of Earthsea! There is a pattern. That's
what you must look.Three children, two boys of fifteen or sixteen and a girl of twelve, were taken by one of Losen's.King Maharion sought peace
and never found it. While Erreth-Akbe was in Karego-At (which may have been a period of years), the depredations of the dragons increased. The
Inward Isles were troubled by refugees fleeing the western lands and by interruptions to shipping and trade, since the dragons had taken to setting
fire to boats that went west of Hosk, and harried ships even in the Inmost Sea. All the wizards and armed men Maharion could command went out
to fight the dragons, and he went with them himself four times; but swords and arrows were little use against armored, fire-spouting, flying
enemies. Paln was "a plain of charcoal," and villages and towns in the west of Havnor had been burnt to the ground. The king's wizards had
spell-caught and killed several dragons over the Pelnish Sea, which probably increased the dragons' ire. Just as Erreth-Akbe returned, the Great
Dragon Orm flew to the City of Havnor and threatened the towers of the king's palace with fire.."He lay as if dead, cold, his heart not beating, yet
he breathed. The Herbal used all his art, but."They know the Rule doesn't allow them."."Our problem is with men," Veil said, "if you'll forgive me,
dear brother. Men are of more account to other men than women and children are. We might have fifty witches here and they'll pay little heed. But
if they knew we had five men of power, they'd seek to destroy us again."."Were there any women there?".There were moments when she became
quite lovely, particularly when she narrowed her eyes,.As they coasted that island, he himself put an illusion about Hopeful, so that she would seem
not a boat but a drifting log; for pirates and Losen's slave takers were thick in these waters..What am I going to do?".And they talked about that, all
the wise women of the island: what was the true art of magic, and where did it turn false; how the balance of things was kept or lost; what crafts
were needful, which useful, which dangerous; why some people had one gift but not another, and whether you could learn an art you had no native
gift for. In such discussions they worked out the names that ever since have been given to the masteries: finding, weather-working, changing,
healing, summoning, patterning, naming, and the crafts of illusion, and the knowledge of the songs. Those are the arts of the Masters of Roke even
now, though the Chanter took the Finder's place when finding came to be considered a merely useful craft unworthy of a mage..And he was easy,
he was still, he held fast, rock in rock and earth in earth in the fiery dark of the mountain..substance but of dizzying motion. Rushing upward,
enormous fountains of a liquid denser than.Early laughed. "I'll be waiting for him," he said; his man's legs turned to yellow talons, his arms to wide
feathered wings, and the eagle flew up and off across the wind.."I thought that that would. . . suit you.".Ring of the Runes was broken, and
Erreth-Akbe died with the great dragon, and Maharion the Brave."Completely?" she asked with sudden interest..against all his warnings, and now
Tangle was never anywhere near the house. Women's friendships."My mastery is here, on Gont," he said, still speaking hardly above a whisper.
"My master is.Grove they were all of one kind, which grew nowhere else, yet had no name in Hardic but "tree" In.cattle, fattening beef for the
populous southern coast, letting the animals stray for miles across.She said nothing. Labby, glancing at her, set his woodhorn to his lips. The
drummer struck a triple beat on his tabor, and they were off into a sailor's jig..The Osskili use the Hardic runes to write their language, since they
trade mostly with Hardic-."When I said that. . .".the boys I had studying at the Tower left.".After Golden had gone out, she found her son in the
counting-room going through ledgers. She looked at the pages. Long, long lists of names and numbers, debts and credits, profits and losses..He
stared at her, seeing a round-faced woman, middle-aged, short and strong, with grey in her hair.within it. Then Otter could call to Anieb. At once
she came into his mind and being, and was there.the veins of water underground, the lodes and knots of ore, the lay and interfolding of the
kinds.Otter had seen, with bluish eyes. Grey and black hairs curled here and there on his chin
and.file:///D|/Documents%20and%20Settings/harry/...0%20LeGuin%20-%20Tales%20From%20Earthsea.txt (47 of 111) [2/5/2004 12:33:31
AM].high about them, she heard a call - a horn blowing, a cry? - remote, on the very edge of hearing..sound. She adjusted the back of it, gave me a
smile, and left. I sat down. The cushions were.you do, either, ever. So go!".things like that, and who would have expected it of a rich man?
Wouldn't he have servants, where.As he walked he thought; he thought hard; he recalled. He recalled all he could of matters his teacher had spoken
of once only and long ago. Strange matters, so strange he had never known if they were true wizardry or mere witchery, as they said on Roke.
Matters he certainly had never heard about on Roke, nor did he ever speak about them there, maybe fearing the Masters would despise him for
taking such things seriously, maybe knowing they would not understand them, because they were Gontish matters, truths of Gont. They were not
written even in Ard's lore-books, that had come down from the Great Mage Ennas of Perregal. They were all word of mouth. They were home
truths..The early kings and queens of Enlad, among whose names are Lar Ashal, Dohun, Enashen, Timan, and.art, any word of the Language of the
Making. It's always been so. They will not listen. So they."Everything. When I left -- don't take this in bad part -- a girl like you would not
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have.Otter crouched there at the foot of the hillslope, alone.."Nais. How old are you?"."He wanted me to go to the College on Roke to study with
the Master Summoner. He was going to send.you. But I can't bear to see you unhappy, without pride! I don't know. Maybe you're right.
Maybe.you're here, it adds up, you see. It adds up. Well! But listen here, did you just run off from the.After a while Ayo said, "She went down to
Firn with some of the young folk. To buy fleece from the shepherds there. A year ago last spring. That wizard they spoke of came there, casting
spells. Taking slaves.".He had a way with her cows that was wonderful. When he was there and she needed a hand, he took.that darkened the air
about him for an instant..ones..neighbor had made herself useful and was gathering up blood-soaked cloths scattered by the bed.
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