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Presently, it chanced that an enemy attacked King Khedidan; so he sent out his troops to him and made Bekhtzeman head of the army. Then they
went forth to the field and Khedidan also came forth and ranged his troops and took the spear and sallied out in person and fought a sore battle and
overcame his enemy, who fled, he and his troops, ignominiously. When the king and his army returned in triumph, Bekhtzeman said to him,
'Harkye, O king! Meseemeth this is a strange thing of thee that thou art compassed about with this vast army, yet dost thou apply thyself in person
to battle and adventurest thyself.' Quoth the king, 'Dost thou call thyself a cavalier and a man of learning and deemest that victory is in abundance
of troops?' 'Ay,' answered Bekhtzeman; 'that is indeed my belief.' And Khedidan said, 'By Allah, then, thou errest in this thy belief! Woe and again
woe to him whose trust is in other than God! Indeed, this army is appointed only for adornment and majesty, and victory is from God alone. I too,
O Bekhtzeman, believed aforetime that victory was in the multitude of men, and an enemy came out against me with eight hundred men, whilst I
had eight hundred thousand. I trusted in the number of my troops, whilst mine enemy trusted in God; so he defeated me and routed me and I was
put to a shameful flight and hid myself in one of the mountains, where I met with a recluse, [who had] withdrawn [himself from the world]. So I
joined myself to him and complained to him of my case and acquainted him with all that had befallen me. Quoth he, "Knowest thou why this befell
thee and thou wast defeated?" "I know not," answered I, and he said, "Because thou puttest thy trust in the multitude of thy troops and reliedst not
upon God the Most High. Hadst thou put thy trust in God and believed in Him that it is He [alone] who advantageth and endamageth thee, thine
enemy had not availed to cope with thee. Return unto God." So I returned to myself and repented at the hands of the solitary, who said to me, "Turn
back with what remaineth to thee of troops and confront thine enemies, for, if their intents be changed from God, thou wilt overcome them, wert
thou alone." When I heard these words, I put my trust in God the Most High, and gathering together those who remained with me, fell upon mine
enemies at unawares in the night. They deemed us many and fled on the shamefullest wise, whereupon I entered my city and repossessed myself of
my place by the might of God the Most High, and now I fight not but [trusting] in His aid.'.? ? ? ? ? u. The Two Sharpers who cheated each his
Fellow dccccxi.Presently, the princess turned to her maid and bade her fetch them somewhat of food and sweetmeats and dessert and fruits. So
Shefikeh brought what she desired and they ate and drank [and abode on this wise] without lewdness, till the night departed and the day came.
Then said El Abbas, "Indeed, the day is come. Shall I go to my father and bid him go to thy father and seek thee of him in marriage for me, in
accordance with the Book of God the Most High and the Institutes of His Apostle (whom may He bless and keep!) so we may not enter into
transgression?" And Mariyeh answered, saying, "By Allah, it is well counselled of thee!" So he went away to his lodging and nought befell
between them; and when the day lightened, she improvised and recited the following verses:.This was all the merchant's good; so he said, "O
youth, I will play thee another game for the shop." Now the value of the shop was four thousand dinars; so they played and El Abbas beat him and
won his shop, with that which was therein; whereupon the other arose, shaking his clothes, and said to him, "Up, O youth, and take thy shop." So El
Abbas arose and repairing to the shop, took possession thereof, after which he returned to [the place where he had left] his servant [Aamir] and
found there the Amir Saad, who was come to bid him to the presence of the king. El Abbas consented to this and accompanied him till they came
before King Ins ben Cais, whereupon he kissed the earth and saluted him and exceeded (78) in the salutation. Quoth the king to him, "Whence
comest thou, O youth?" and he answered, "I come from Yemen.".So Iblis drank off his cup, and when he had made an end of his draught, he waved
his hand to Tuhfeh, and putting off that which was upon him of clothes, delivered them to her. Amongst them was a suit worth ten thousand dinars
and a tray full of jewels worth a great sum of money. Then he filled again and gave the cup to his son Es Shisban, who took it from his hand and
kissing it, stood up and sat down again. Now there was before him a tray of roses; so he said to her 'O Tuhfeh sing upon these roses.' Hearkening
and obedience,' answered she and sang the following verses:.So, when it was the foredawn hour, she tied his beard and spreading a veil over him,
cried out, whereupon the people of the quarter flocked to her, men and women. Presently, up came El Merouzi, for the division of the money, and
hearing the crying [of the mourners], said, 'What is to do?" Quoth they, 'Thy brother is dead;' and he said in himself, 'The accursed fellow putteth a
cheat on me, so he may get all the money for himself, but I will do with him what shall soon bring him to life again.' Then he rent the bosom of his
gown and uncovered his head, weeping and saying, 'Alas, my brother! Alas, my chief! Alas, my lord!' And he went in to the men, who rose and
condoled with him. Then he accosted Er Razi's wife and said to her, 'How came his death about?' 'I know not,' answered she, 'except that, when I
arose in the morning, I found him dead.' Moreover, he questioned her of the money and good that was with her, but she said, 'I have no knowledge
of this and no tidings.'.? ? ? ? ? i. The Spider and the Wind dccccviii.King, The Old Woman, the Merchant and the, i. 265..When Abou Temam
returned with [news of] the accomplishment of his errand and brought the presents and the letter, King Ilan Shah rejoiced in this and redoubled in
showing him honour and made much of him. Some days thereafterward, the king of Turkestan sent his daughter and she went in to King Ilan Shah,
who rejoiced in her with an exceeding joy and Abou Temam's worth was exalted in his sight. When the viziers saw this, they redoubled in envy and
despite and said, 'An we contrive us not a device to rid us of this man, we shall perish of rage.' So they bethought them [and agreed upon] a device
they should practise..54. The Woman whose Hands were cut off for Almsgiving dcxli.? ? ? ? ? d. Prince Bihzad ccccliii.[One day], as the ship was
sailing along, and we unknowing where we were, behold, the captain came down [from the mast] and casting his turban from his head, fell to
buffeting his face and plucking at his beard and weeping and supplicating [God for deliverance]. We asked him what ailed him, and he answered,
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saying, 'Know, O my masters, that the ship is fallen among shallows and drifteth upon a sand-bank of the sea. Another moment [and we shall be
upon it]. If we clear the bank, [well and good]; else, we are all dead men and not one of us will be saved; wherefore pray ye to God the Most High,
so haply He may deliver us from these deadly perils, or we shall lose our lives.' So saying, he mounted [the mast] and set the sail, but at that
moment a contrary wind smote the ship, and it rose upon the crest of the waves and sank down again into the trough of the sea..When the company
heard this story, they marvelled thereat with the utmost wonderment. Then the fifth officer, who was the lieutenant of the bench, (113) came
forward and said, '[This is] no wonder and there befell me that which is rarer and more extraordinary than this..? ? ? ? ? Ye sleep; by Allah, sleep
comes not to ease my weary lids; But from mine eyes, since ye have passed away, the blood doth rain..One day the Commander of the Faithful
bade bring him to the presence; so his slave-girl changed his raiment and clothing him in sumptuous apparel, mounted him on the mule. Then he
rode to the palace and presenting himself before the Khalif, saluted him with the goodliest of salutations and bespoke him with eloquent and
deep-thoughted speech. When Er Reshid saw him, he marvelled at the goodliness of his favour and his eloquence and the readiness of his speech
and enquiring of him, was told that he was Sitt el Milah's lord; whereupon quoth he, "Indeed, she is excusable in her love for him, and if we had put
her to death unrighteously, as we were minded to do, her blood would have been upon our heads." Then he turned to the young man and entering
into discourse with him, found him well bred, intelligent, quick of wit and apprehension, generous, pleasant, elegant, erudite. So he loved him with
an exceeding love and questioned him of his native city and of his father and of the manner of his journey to Baghdad. Noureddin acquainted him
with that which he would know in the goodliest of words and with the concisest of expressions; and the Khalif said to him, "And where hast thou
been absent all this while? Indeed, we sent after thee to Damascus and Mosul and other the towns, but lit on no tidings of thee." "O my lord,"
answered the young man, "there betided thy slave in thy city that which never yet betided any." And he acquainted him with his case from first to
last and told him that which had befallen him of evil [from El Muradi and his crew]..Conclusion.? ? ? ? ? Your image midst mine eye sits nor
forsakes me aye; Ye are my moons in gloom of night and shadowtide..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor ccliii.When King
Shehriyar heard his brother's words, he rejoiced with an exceeding joy and said, "Verily, this is what I had wished, O my brother. So praised be
God who hath brought about union between us!" Then he sent after the Cadis and learned men and captains and notables, and they married the two
brothers to the two sisters. The contracts were drawn up and the two kings bestowed dresses of honour of silk and satin on those who were present,
whilst the city was decorated and the festivities were renewed. The king commanded each amir and vizier and chamberlain and deputy to decorate
his palace and the folk of the city rejoiced in the presage of happiness and content. Moreover, King Shehriyar bade slaughter sheep and get up
kitchens and made bride-feasts and fed all comers, high and low..? ? ? ? ? a. Story of the Eunuch Sewab (228) cccxxxiv.? ? ? ? ? Favour or flout
me, still my soul shall be Thy ransom, in contentment or despite..? ? ? ? ? q. Khelbes and his Wife and the Learned Man dccccvi.? ? ? ? ? So be
thou kind to me, for love my body wasteth sore, The thrall of passion I'm become its fires consume me quite..? ? ? ? ? After your loss, nor trace of
me nor vestige would remain, Did not the hope of union some whit my strength sustain..? ? ? ? ? b. The Second Officer's Story
dccccxxxii.Credulous Husband, The, i. 270..Thy loss is the fairest of all my heart's woes, iii. 43..? ? ? ? ? d. The Crow and the Serpent
dcccciii.When it was the third day, the third vizier came in to the king and said to him, "O king, delay not the affair of this youth, for that his deed
hath caused us fall into the mouths of the folk, and it behoveth that thou slay him presently, so the talk may be estopped from us and it be not said,
'The king saw on his bed a man with his wife and spared him.'"* The king was chagrined by this speech and bade bring the youth. So they brought
him in shackles, and indeed the king's anger was roused against him by the speech of the vizier and he was troubled; so he said to him, "O base of
origin, thou hast dishonoured us and marred our repute, and needs must I do away thy life from the world." Quoth the youth, "O king, make use of
patience in all thine affairs, so wilt thou attain thy desire, for that God the Most High hath appointed the issue of patience [to be] in abounding
good, and indeed by patience Abou Sabir ascended from the pit and sat down upon the throne." "Who was Abou Sabir," asked the king, "and what
is his story?" And the youth answered, saying, "O king,.Baghdad, El Abbas and the King's Daughter of, iii. 53..Now the king was a very old man
and destiny decreed the ending of his term of life; so he died and when he was buried, the folk assembled and many were the sayings of the people
and of the king's kinsfolk and officers, and they took counsel together to slay the princess and the young pilgrim, saying, 'This fellow dishonoureth
us with yonder strumpet and none accepteth dishonour but the base.' So they fell upon them and slew the princess, without questioning her of
aught; whereupon the pious woman (whom they deemed a boy) said to them, 'Out on ye, O misbelievers I Ye have slain the pious lady.' Quoth
they, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, dost thou bespeak us thus? Thou lovedst her and she loved thee, and we will slay thee without mercy.' 'God forbid!'
answered she, 'Indeed, the affair is the contrary of this.' 'What proof hast thou of that?' asked they, and she said, 'Bring me women.' So they brought
her women, and when they looked on her, they found her a woman..? ? ? ? ? a. The First Calender's Story xxxix.54. The Poor Man and his
Generous Friend cccli.Think not that I forget our trothplight after you. Nay; God to me decreed remembrance heretofore. (202).Then I sang and the
captain said, "It is good," Quoth I, "Nay, but thou art loathly." He looked at me and said, "By Allah, thou shalt never more scent the odour of the
world!" But his comrades said to him, "Do it not," and appeased him, till he said, "If it must be so, she shall abide here a whole year, not going
forth." And I said, "I am content to submit to whatsoever pleaseth thee. If I have erred, thou art of those to whom pertaineth clemency." He shook
his head and drank, then arose and went out to do his occasion, what while his comrades were occupied with what they were about of
merry-making and drunkenness and sport. So I winked to my fellows and we slipped out into the corridor. We found the door open and fled forth,
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unveiled and knowing not whither we went; nor did we halt till we had left the house far behind and happened on a cook cooking, to whom said I,
"Hast thou a mind to quicken dead folk?" And he said, "Come up." So we went up into the shop, and he said, 'Lie down." Accordingly, we lay
down and he covered us with the grass, (137) wherewith he was used to kindle [the fire] under the food..[When the appointed day arrived], I arose
and changing my clothes and favour, donned sailor's apparel; then I took with me a purse full of gold and buying good [victual for the]
morning-meal, accosted a boatman [at Deir et Tin] and sat down and ate with him; after which said I to him, "Wilt thou hire me thy boat?" Quoth
he, "The Commander of the Faithful hath commanded me to be here;" and he told me the story of the concubines and how the Khalif purposed to
drown them that day. When I heard this from him, I brought out to him half a score dinars and discovered to him my case, whereupon quoth he to
me, "O my brother, get thee empty calabashes, and when thy mistress cometh, give me to know of her and I will contrive the trick.".It is as the
jasmine, when it I espy, ii. 236..? ? ? ? ? d. The Eldest Lady's Story xvii.Now the treasuries aforetime had been in the viziers' hand, so they might
do with them what they would, and when they came under the youth's hand, that of the viziers was straitened from them, and the youth became
dearer to the king than a son and he could not brook to be separated from him. When the viziers saw this, they were jealous of him and envied him
and cast about for a device against him whereby they might oust him from the king's favour, but found no opportunity. At last, when came the
destined hour, (101) it chanced that the youth one day drank wine and became drunken and wandered from his wits; so he fell to going round about
within the palace of the king and fate led him to the lodging of the women, in which there was a little sleeping-chamber, where the king lay with
his wife. Thither came the youth and entering the chamber, found there a couch spread, to wit, a sleeping place, and a candle burning. So he cast
himself on the couch, marvelling at the paintings that were in the chamber, and slept and slumbered heavily till eventide, when there came a
slave-girl, bringing with her all the dessert, eatables and drinkables, that she was wont to make ready for the king and his wife, and seeing the youth
lying on his back, (and none knowing of his case and he in his drunkenness unknowing where he was,) thought that he was the king asleep on his
bed; so she set the censing-vessel and laid the essences by the couch, then shut the door and went away..57. Werdan the Butcher's Adventure with
the Lady and the Bear cccliii.Seventh Voyage of Sindbad the Sailor, The, iii. 224..Then they brought the raft before him and I said to him, 'O my
lord, I am in thy hands, I and all my good.' He looked at the raft and seeing therein jacinths and emeralds and crude ambergris, the like whereof was
not in his treasuries, marvelled and was amazed at this. Then said he, 'O Sindbad, God forbid that we should covet that which God the Most High
hath vouchsafed unto thee! Nay, it behoveth us rather to further thee on thy return to thine own country.' So I called down blessings on him and
thanked him. Then he signed to one of his attendants, who took me and established me in a goodly lodging, and the king assigned me a daily
allowance and pages to wait on me. And every day I used to go in to him and he entertained me and entreated me friendly and delighted in my
converse; and as often as our assembly broke up, I went out and walked about the town and the island, diverting myself by viewing them..So, when
he arose in the morning, he repaired to the vizier and repeated to him that which the old woman had taught him; whereat the vizier marvelled and
said to him, 'What sayst thou of a man, who seeth in his house four holes, and in each a viper offering to come out and kill him, and in his house are
four staves and each hole may not be stopped but with the ends of two staves? How shall he stop all the holes and deliver himself from the vipers?'
When the merchant heard this, there betided him [of concern] what made him forget the first and he said to the vizier, 'Grant me time, so I may
consider the answer.' 'Go out,' replied the vizier, 'and bring me the answer, or I will seize thy good.'.? ? ? ? ? And when I long to look upon thy face,
My life is perished with desire straightway..To return to King El Aziz. When his son El Abbas left him, he was desolated for him with an
exceeding desolation, he and his mother; and when tidings of him tarried long and the appointed time passed [and the prince returned not], the king
caused public proclamation to be made, commanding all his troops to make ready to mount and go forth in quest of his son El Abbas at the end of
three days, after which time no cause of hindrance nor excuse should be admitted unto any. So on the fourth day, the king bade number the troops,
and behold, they were four-and-twenty thousand horse, besides servants and followers. Accordingly, they reared the standards and the drums beat
to departure and the king set out [with his army], intending for Baghdad; nor did he cease to fare on with all diligence, till he came within half a
day's journey of the city and bade his troops encamp in [a place there called] the Green Meadow. So they pitched the tents there, till the country
was straitened with them, and set up for the king a pavilion of green brocade, broidered with pearls and jewels..27. The Khalif Hisham and the
Arab Youth cclxxi.?Story of the Prisoner and How God Gave Him Relief..? ? ? ? ? One of the host am I of lovers sad and sere For waiting long
drawn out and expectation drear..? ? ? ? ? Him I beseech our loves who hath dissevered, Us of his grace once more to reunite..Sons, Story of King
Suleiman Shah and his, i. 150..Tuhfet el Culoub and Er Reshid, ii. 203..? ? ? ? ? Thy presence honoureth us and we Confess thy
magnanimity;.Third Officer's Story, The, ii. 137..Ye know I'm passion-maddened, racked with love and languishment, ii. 230..155. Hassan of
Bassora and the King's Daughter of the Jinn dcclxxviii.Now the children had entered the coppice, to make water, and there was there a forest of
trees, wherein, if a horseman entered, he might wander by the week, [before finding his way out], for none knew the first thereof from the last. So
the boys entered therein and knew not how they should return and went astray in that wood, to an end that was willed of God the Most High, whilst
their father sought them, but found them not. So he returned to their mother and they abode weeping for their children. As for these latter, when
they entered the wood, it swallowed them up and they went wandering in it many days, knowing not where they had entered, till they came forth, at
another side, upon the open country..? ? ? ? ? I make a vow to God, if ever day or night.Hardly was the night come, when he went in to his wife and
found her lying back, [apparently] asleep; so he sat down by her side and laying the hoopoe's heart on her breast, waited awhile, so he might be
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certified that she slept. Then said he to her, 'Shah Khatoun, Shah Khatoun, is this my recompense from thee?' Quoth she, 'What offence have I
committed?' And he, 'What offence can be greater than this? Thou sentest after yonder youth and broughtest him hither, on account of the desire of
thy heart, so thou mightest do with him that for which thou lustedst.' 'I know not desire,' answered she. 'Verily, among thy servants are those who
are comelier and handsomer than he; yet have I never desired one of them.' 'Why, then,' asked he, 'didst thou lay hold of him and kiss him!' And she
said, 'This is my son and a piece of my heart; and of my longing and love for him, I could not contain myself, but sprang upon him and kissed him.'
When the king heard this, he was perplexed and amazed and said to her, 'Hast thou a proof that this youth is thy son? Indeed, I have a letter from
thine uncle King Suleiman Shah, [wherein he giveth me to know] that his unck Belehwan cut his throat.' 'Yes,' answered she, 'he did indeed cut his
throat, but severed not the windpipe; so my uncle sewed up the wound and reared him, [and he lived,] for that his hour was not come.'.? ? ? ? ? ? ? ?
? ? eb. Story of the Barber's Second Brother xxxi.? ? ? ? ? I am content, for him I love, to all abide; So, who will, let him blame, and who will, let
him chide..Some months after this, I met him again under arrest, in the midst of the guards and officers of the police, and he said to them, "Seize
yonder man." So they laid hands on me and carried me to the chief of the police, who said, "What hast thou to do with this fellow?" The thief
turned to me and looking a long while in my face, said, "Who took this man?" Quoth the officers, "Thou badest us take him; so we took him." And
he said, "I seek refuge with God! I know not this man, nor knoweth he me; and I said not that to you but of a man other than this." So they released
me, and awhile afterward the thief met me in the street and saluted me, saying, "O my lord, fright for fright! Hadst thou taken aught from me, thou
hadst had a part in the calamity." (146) And I said to him, "God [judge] between thee and me!" And this is what I have to tell'..I'm the crown of
every sweet and fragrant weed, ii. 255..When her husband came home, she said to him, 'I desire to go a-pleasuring.' And he said, ' With all my
heart.' So he went, till he came to a goodly place, abounding in vines and water, whither he carried her and pitched her a tent beside a great tree;
and she betook herself to a place beside the tent and made her there an underground hiding-place, [in which she hid her lover]. Then said she to her
husband, 'I desire to mount this tree.' And he said, 'Do so.' So she climbed up and when she came to the top of the tree, she cried out and buffeted
her face, saying, 'Lewd fellow that thou art, are these thy usages? Thou sworest [fidelity to me] and liedst.' And she repeated her speech twice and
thrice..? ? ? ? ? The priests from all the convent came flocking onto it: With cries of joy and welcome their voices they did rear..Favourite of the
Khalif El Mamoun el Hakim bi Amrillah, The Merchant of Cairo and the, iii. 171..Merchant and his Sons, The, i. 81..Issues of Affairs, Of Looking
to the, i. 80..The Third Day..? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ? ea. Story of the Barber's First Brother cxlv.Physician by his Wife's Commandment, The Weaver who
became a, ii. 21..14. The Mouse and the Weasel cl.123. The Blacksmith who could Handle Fire without Hurt cccclxxi.Hindbad the Porter, Sindbad
the Sailor and, iii. 199..? ? ? ? ? m. The Boy and the Thieves dcxxvii.? ? ? ? ? p. The Idiot and the Sharper dccccv."When I returned from my fifth
voyage, I gave myself up to eating and drinking and passed my time in solace and delight and forgot that which I had suffered of stresses and
afflictions, nor was it long before the thought of travel again presented itself to my mind and my soul hankered after the sea. So I brought out the
goods and binding up the bales, departed from Baghdad, [intending] for certain of the lands, and came to the sea-coast, where I embarked in a stout
ship, in company with a number of other merchants of like mind with myself, and we [set out and] sailed till we came among certain distant islands
and found ourselves in difficult and dangerous case..The Seventh Day..Dadbin (King) and his Viziers, Story of, i. 104..So he left her and slept his
night and on the morrow he repaired to the shop of his friend the druggist and saluted him. The other welcomed him and questioned him of his
case; whereupon he told him how he had fared, till he came to the mention of the woman's husband, when he said, 'Then came the cuckold her
husband and she clapped me into the chest and shut the lid on me, whilst her addlepated pimp of a husband went round about the house, top and
bottom; and when he had gone his way, we returned to what we were about.' With this, the druggist was certified that the house was his house and
the wife his wife, and he said, 'And what wilt thou do to-day?' Quoth the singer, 'I shall return to her and weave for her and full her yarn, (198) and
I came but to thank thee for thy dealing with me.'.56. The Ruined Man who became Rich again through a Dream dcxliv.[When] Hudheifeh [saw
him], he cried out to him, saying, "Haste thee not, O youth! Who art thou of the folk?" And he answered, "I am Saad [ibn] el Wakidi, commander
of the host of King Ins, and but that thou vauntedst thyself in challenging me, I had not come forth to thee; for that thou art not of my peers neither
art counted equal to me in prowess and canst not avail against my onslaught. Wherefore prepare thee for departure, (73) seeing that there abideth
but a little of thy life." When Hudheifeh heard this his speech, he threw himself backward, (74) as if in mockery of him, whereat El Abbas was
wroth and called out to him, saying, "O Hudheifeh, guard thyself against me." Then he rushed upon him, as he were a swooper of the Jinn, (75) and
Hudheifeh met him and they wheeled about a long while..When it was the Nine hundred and thirtieth Night, Shehrzad said, "O king, there is
present in my thought a story which treateth of women's craft and wherein is a warning to whoso will be warned and an admonishment to whoso
will be admonished and whoso hath discernment; but I fear lest the hearing of this lessen me with the king and lower my rank in his esteem; yet I
hope that this will not be, for that it is a rare story. Women are indeed corruptresses; their craft and their cunning may not be set out nor their wiles
known. Men enjoy their company and are not careful to uphold them [in the right way], neither do they watch over them with all vigilance, but
enjoy their company and take that which is agreeable and pay no heed to that which is other than this. Indeed, they are like unto the crooked rib,
which if thou go about to straighten, thou distortest it, and which if thou persist in seeking to redress, thou breakest it; wherefore it behoveth the
man of understanding to be silent concerning them.".The king gave him money and men and troops galore and Bekhtzeman said in himself, 'Now
am I fortified with this army and needs must I conquer my enemy therewith and overcome him;' but he said not, 'With the aid of God the Most
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High.' So his enemy met him and overcame him again and he was defeated and put to the rout and fled at a venture. His troops were dispersed from
him and his money lost and the enemy followed after him. So he sought the sea and passing over to the other side, saw a great city and therein a
mighty citadel. He asked the name of the city and to whom it belonged and they said to him, 'It belongeth to Khedidan the king.' So he fared on till
he came to the king's palace aud concealing his condition, passed himself off for a horseman (120) and sought service with King Khedidan, who
attached him to his household and entreated him with honour; but his heart still clave to his country and his home..Destiny, Of, i. 136..Presently,
the sharper came to the ruin, rejoicing in that which he deemed he should get, and dug in the place, but found nothing and knew that the idiot had
tricked him. So he buffeted his face, for chagrin, and fell to following the other whithersoever he went, so he might get what was with him, but
availed not unto this, for that the idiot knew what was in his mind and was certified that he spied upon him, [with intent to rob him]; so he kept
watch over himself. Now, if the sharper had considered [the consequences of] haste and that which is begotten of loss therefrom, he had not done
thus. Nor," continued the vizier, "is this story, O king of the age, rarer or more extraordinary or more diverting than the story of Khelbes and his
wife and the learned man and that which befell between them.".A Damsel made for love and decked with subtle grace, iii. 192..37. The Imam Abou
Yousuf with Er Reshid and Jaafer dlv.[Aforetime] I journeyed in [many] lands and climes and towns and visited the great cities and traversed the
ways and [exposed myself to] dangers and hardships. Towards the last of my life, I entered a city [of the cities of China], (155) wherein was a king
of the Chosroes and the Tubbas (156) and the Caesars. (157) Now that city had been peopled with its inhabitants by means of justice and equitable
dealing; but its [then] king was a tyrant, who despoiled souls and [did away] lives; there was no wanning oneself at his fire, (158) for that indeed he
oppressed the true believers and wasted the lands. Now he had a younger brother, who was [king] in Samarcand of the Persians, and the two kings
abode a while of time, each in his own city and place, till they yearned unto each other and the elder king despatched his vizier in quest of his
younger brother.."There was once, of old time, a king and he had a son [named Bihzad], there was not in his day a goodlier than he and he loved to
consort with the folk and to sit with the merchants and converse with them. One day, as he sat in an assembly, amongst a number of folk, he heard
them talking of his own goodliness and grace and saying, 'There is not in his time a goodlier than he.' But one of the company said, 'Indeed, the
daughter of King Such-an-one is handsomer than he.' When Bihzad heard this saying, his reason fled and his heart fluttered and he called the last
speaker and said to him, 'Repeat to me that which thou saidst and tell me the truth concerning her whom thou avouchest to be handsomer than I and
whose daughter she is.' Quoth the man, 'She is the daughter of King Such-an-one;' whereupon Bihzad's heart clave to her and his colour
changed..After this, she abode with the four queens, till they arose and entered the palace, where she found the candles lit and ranged in
candlesticks of gold and silver and censing-vessels of gold and silver, filled with aloes-wood and ambergris, and there were the kings of the Jinn
sitting. So she saluted them, kissing the earth before them and doing them worship; and they rejoiced in her and in her sight. Then she ascended
[the estrade] and sat down upon her chair, whilst King Es Shisban and King El Muzfir and Queen Louloueh and [other] the kings of the Jinn sat on
chairs, and they brought tables of choice, spread with all manner meats befitting kings. They ate their fill; after which the tables were removed and
they washed their hands and wiped them with napkins. Then they brought the wine-service and set on bowls and cups and flagons and hanaps of
gold and silver and beakers of crystal and gold; and they poured out the wines and filled the flagons..? ? ? ? ? b. The Controller's Story cxix.Wife,
The King and his Chamberlain's, ii. 53..When the princess heard this her slave-girl's report, she wept and lamented and was like to depart the
world. Then she clave to her pillow and said, "O Shefikeh, I will instruct thee of somewhat that is not hidden from God the Most High, and it is that
thou watch over me till God the Most High decree the accomplishment of His commandment, and when my days are ended, take thou the necklace
and the mantle that El Abbas gave me and return them to him. Indeed, I deem not he will live after me, and if God the Most High decree against
him and his days come to an end, do thou give one charge to shroud us and bury us both in one grave.".Then Iblis took the cup and signed to
Tuhfeh to sing; and she said, 'Hearkening and obedience.' So she took the lute and tuning it, sang the following verses:.Selim and Selma, ii. 81..7.
Ali ben Bekkar and Shemsennehar clxix.Woman accused of Lewdness, The Pious, ii. 5..She comes in a robe the colour of ultramarine, iii.
190..King Shehriyar marvelled [at this story (146)] and said "By Allah, verily, injustice slayeth its folk!" (147) And he was edified by that
wherewith Shehrzad bespoke him and sought help of God the Most High. Then said he to her, "Tell me another of thy stories, O Shehrzad; let it be
a pleasant one and this shall be the completion of the story-telling." "With all my heart," answered Shehrzad. "It hath reached me, O august King,
that a man once said to his fellows, 'I will set forth to you a means (148) of security (149) against vexation. (150) A friend of mine once related to
me and said, "We attained [whiles] to security (151) against vexation, (152)and the origin of it was other than this; to wit, it was as follows. (153).?
? ? ? ? c. The Fuller and his Son dlxxix.Now the king was leaning back; so he sat up and said, 'Tell me of this.' 'It is well,' answered the tither. 'I go
to the man whom I purpose to tithe and circumvent him and feign to be occupied with certain business, so that I seclude myself therewith from the
folk; and meanwhile the man is squeezed after the foulest fashion, till nothing is left him. Then I appear and they come in to me and questions
befall concerning him and I say, "Indeed, I was ordered worse than this, for some one (may God curse him!) hath slandered him to the king." Then
I take half of his good and return him the rest publicly before the folk and send him away to his house, in all honour and worship, and he causeth
the money returned to be carried before him, whilst he and all who are with him call down blessings on me. So is it published in the city that I have
returned him his money and he himself saith the like, so he may have a claim on me for the favour due to whoso praiseth me. Then I feign to forget
him till some time (242) hath passed over him, when I send for him and recall to him somewhat of that which hath befallen aforetime and demand
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[of him] somewhat privily. So he doth this and hasteneth to his dwelling and sendeth what I bid him, with a glad heart. Then I send to another man,
between whom and the other is enmity, and lay hands upon him and feign to the first man that it is he who hath traduced him to the king and taken
the half of his good; and the people praise me.' (243).His story troubled the Sultan's deputy and he was sore enraged against him; so he drew his
sword and smiting him, cut off his head; whereupon one recited the following verses:.? ? ? ? ? When love-longing for her sweet sake I took upon
myself, The railers flocked to me anon, on blame and chiding bent;.? ? ? ? ? In wine, as the glittering sunbeams bright, my heart's contentment is,
That banishes hence, with various joys, all kinds of care and dole..The company marvelled at the goodliness of his story and it pleased El Melik ez
Zahir; and the prefect said, 'By Allah, this story is extraordinary!' Then came forward the sixth officer and said to the company, 'Hear my story and
that which befell me, to wit, that which befell such an one the assessor, for it is rarer than this and stranger..Next morning, the old woman said to
him, 'When the lady cometh to thee, do thou arise and kiss her hand and say to her, "I am a strange man and indeed cold and hunger slay me;" so
haply she may give thee somewhat that thou mayst expend upon thy case.' And he answered, 'Hearkening and obedience.' Then she took him by the
hand and carrying him without her house, seated him at the door. As he sat, behold, the lady came up to him, whereupon the old woman rose to her
and Selim kissed her hand and offered up prayers for her. Then he looked on her and when he saw her, he knew her for his wife; so he cried out and
wept and groaned and lamented; whereupon she came up to him and cast herself upon him; for indeed she knew him with all knowledge, even as
he knew her. So she laid hold of him and embraced him and called to her serving-men and attendants and those who were about her; and they took
him up and carried him forth of that place..So he abode in this employ, till he had sowed and reaped and threshed and winnowed, and all was sheer
in his hand and the owner appointed neither inspector nor overseer, but relied altogether upon him. Then he bethought himself and said, '_I_*
misdoubt me the owner of this grain will not give me my due; so I were better take of it, after the measure of my hire; and if he give me my due, I
will restore him that which I have taken.' So he took of the grain, after the measure of that which fell to him, and hid it in a privy place. Then he
carried the rest to the old man and meted it out to him, and he said to him, 'Come, take [of the grain, after the measure of] thy hire, for which I
agreed with thee, and sell it and buy with the price clothes and what not else; and though thou abide with me half a score years, yet shall thou still
have this wage and I will acquit it to thee thus.' Quoth the merchant in himself, 'Indeed, I have done a foul thing in that I look it without his
leave.'.As for his mother, Shah Khatoun, great was her longing for her son and she [still] thought of him and news of him was cut off from her,
wherefore her life was troubled and she forswore sleep and could not make mention of him before King Caesar her husband. Now she had an
eunuch who had come with her from the court of her uncle King Suleiman Shah, and he was intelligent, quickwitted, a man of good counsel. So
she took him apart one day and said to him, 'Thou hast been my servant from my childhood to this day; canst thou not therefore avail to get me
news of my son, for that I cannot speak of his matter?' 'O my lady,' answered he, 'this is an affair that thou hast concealed from the first, and were
thy son here, it would not be possible for thee to harbour him, lest thine honour fall into suspicion with the king; for they would never credit thee,
since the news hath been spread abroad that thy son was slain by his uncle.' Quoth she, 'The case is even as thou sayst and thou speakest truly; but,
provided I know that my son is alive, let him be in these parts pasturing sheep and let me not see him nor he me.' And he said to her, 'How shall we
contrive in this affair?' 'Here are my treasures and my wealth,' answered she. 'Take all thou wilt and bring me my son or else news of
him.'.Barmecides, Haroun er Reshid and the Woman of the, i. 57..So El Aziz sent after his son and acquainted him with that which had passed;
whereupon El Abbas called for four-and-twenty males and half a score horses [and as many camels] and loaded the mules with pieces of silk and
rags of leather and boxes of camphor and musk and the camels [and horses] with chests of gold and silver. Moreover, he took the richest of the
stuffs and wrapping them in pieces of gold-striped silk, laid them on the heads of porters, and they fared on with the treasures till they reached the
King of Baghdad's palace, whereupon all who were present dismounted in honour of El Abbas and escorting him to the presence of King Ins ben
Cais, displayed unto the latter all that they had with them of things of price. The king bade carry all this into the harem and sent for the Cadis and
the witnesses, who drew up the contract and married Mariyeh to Prince El Abbas, whereupon the latter commanded to [slaughter] a thousand head
of sheep and five hundred buffaloes. So they made the bride-feast and bade thereto all the tribes of the Arabs, Bedouins and townsfolk, and the
tables abode spread for the space of ten days..?STORY OF THE UNJUST KING AND THE TITHER..Now there was a ruined building hard by
and he climbed up on to a high wall and gave not over clambering hither and thither, of the excess of his carefulness, till his feet betrayed him and
he slipped [and fell] to the bottom and died, whilst his companions arose in the morning in health [and weal]. Now, if he had overmastered his
corrupt (259) judgment and submitted himself to fate and fortune fore-ordained, it had been safer and better [for him]; but he made light of the folk
and belittled their wit and was not content to take example by them; for his soul whispered him that he was a man of understanding and he
imagined that, if he abode with them, he would perish; so his folly cast him into perdition. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more extraordinary than
the story of the man who was lavish of his house and his victual to one whom he knew not".? ? ? ? ? Raiment of silk and sendal, too, he brought to
us for gift, And me in marriage sought therewith; yet, all his pains despite,.Now this present was a cup of ruby, a span high and a finger's length
broad, full of fine pearls, each a mithcal (211) in weight and a bed covered with the skin of the serpent that swalloweth the elephant, marked with
spots, each the bigness of a dinar, whereon whoso sitteth shall never sicken; also an hundred thousand mithcals of Indian aloes-wood and thirty
grains of camphor, each the bigness of a pistachio-nut, and a slave-girl with her paraphernalia, a charming creature, as she were the resplendent
moon. Then the king took leave of me, commending me to the merchants and the captain of the ship, and I set out, with that which was entrusted to
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my charge and my own good, and we ceased not to pass from island to island and from country to country, till we came to Baghdad, when I entered
my house and foregathered with my family and brethren..? ? ? ? ? a. The Man of Khorassan, his Son and his Governor dccclxxxvi.74. The
Simpleton and the Sharper ccclxxxviii.? ? ? ? ? q. The Shepherd and the Thief dcxxxii.The young man marvelled at his story and lay the night with
him; and when he arose in the morning, he found his strays. So he took them and returning [to his family.], acquainted them with what he had seen
and that which had betided him. Nor," added the vizier, "is this more marvellous or rarer than the story of the king who lost kingdom and wealth
and wife and children and God restored them unto him and requited him with a kingdom more magnificent than that which he had lost and goodlier
and rarer and greater of wealth and elevation.".? ? ? ? ? My juice among kings is still drunken for wine And a present am I betwixt friends, young
and old..There was once a man, a headman [of a village], by name Abou Sabir, and he had much cattle and a fair wife, who had borne him two
sons. They abode in a certain village and there used to come thither a lion and devour Abou Sabir's cattle, so that the most part thereof was wasted
and his wife said to him one day, 'This lion hath wasted the most part of our cattle. Arise, mount thy horse and take thy men and do thine endeavour
to kill him, so we may be at rest from him.' But Abou Sabir said, 'Have patience, O woman, for the issue of patience is praised. This lion it is that
transgresseth against us, and the transgressor, needs must Allah destroy him. Indeed, it is our patience that shall slay him, and he that doth evil,
needs must it revert upon him.' A little after, the king went forth one day to hunt and falling in with the lion, he and his troops, gave chase to him
and ceased not [to follow] after him till they slew him. This came to Abou Sabir's knowledge and he said to his wife, 'Said I not to thee, O woman,
that whoso doth evil, it shall revert upon him? Belike, if I had sought to slay the lion myself, I had not availed against him, and this is the issue of
patience.'.Presently he came to the land of the Turks, (228) and he naked and hungry and having with him nought but somewhat of jewels, bound
about his fore-arm. So he went to the bazaar of the goldsmiths and calling one of the brokers, gave him the jewels. The broker looked and seeing
two great rubies, said to him, 'Follow me.' So he followed him, till he brought him to a goldsmith, to whom he gave the jewels, saying, 'Buy these.'
Quoth he, 'Whence hadst thou these?' And the broker replied, 'This youth is the owner of them.' Then said the goldsmith to the prince, 'Whence
hadst thou these rubies?' And he told him all that had befallen him and that he was a king's son. The goldsmith marvelled at his story and bought of
him the rubies for a thousand dinars..When he heard this, he came up to me and looking in my face, cried out and said, 'By Allah, this is my
brother, the son of my mother and father! Allah! Allah!' Then he loosed me from my bonds and kissed my head, and behold it was my friend who
used to borrow money of me. When I kissed his head, he kissed mine and said, 'O my brother, be not affrighted.' Then he called for my clothes [and
money and restored to me all that had been taken from me] nor was aught missing to me. Moreover, he brought me a bowl full of [sherbet of]
sugar, with lemons therein, and gave me to drink thereof; and the company came and seated me at a table. So I ate with them and he said to me, 'O
my lord and my brother, now have bread and salt passed between us and thou hast discovered our secret and [become acquainted with] our case;
but secrets [are safe] with the noble.' Quoth I, 'As I am a lawfully-begotten child, I will not name aught [of this] neither denounce [you!*]' And they
assured themselves of me by an oath. Then they brought me out and I went my way, scarce crediting but that I was of the dead..Vizier's Daughters,
The Two Kings and the, iii. 145,.? ? ? ? ? Thou that wast absent from my stead, yet still with me didst bide, Thou wast removed from mine eye, yet
still wast by my side..Then he returned to the youth and said to him, 'Arise and come to the bath.' And he fell to shampooing his hands and feet,
whilst the youth called down blessings on him and said, 'O my lord, who art thou? Methinks there is not in the world the like of thee, no, nor a
pleasanter than thy composition.' Then each of them acquainted the other with his case and condition and they went to the bath; after which the
master of the house conjured the young merchant to return with him and summoned his friends. So they ate and drank and he related to them the
story, wherefore they praised the master of the house and glorified him; and their friendship was complete, what while the young merchant abode
in the town, till God vouchsafed him a commodity of travel, whereupon they took leave of him and he departed; and this is the end of his story.
Nor," added the vizier, "O king of the age, is this more marvellous than the story of the rich man who lost his wealth and his wit.".18. The Thief
and his Monkey clii.When the king heard his speech, he turned to him and said, "It is grievous to me, O vizier of good counsel." And he told him
that the [other] sages testified [to the correctness of their fellow's interpretation of the dream]; whereupon Er Rehwan sighed and knew that the king
went in fear of him; but he showed him fortitude and said to him, "God assain the king! My counsel is that the king accomplish his commandment
and execute his ordinance, for that needs must death be and it is liefer to me that I die, oppressed, than that I die, an oppressor. But, if the king see
fit to defer the putting of me to death till the morrow and will pass this night with me and take leave of me, when the morrow cometh, the king shall
do what he will.".? ? ? ? ? Reproach me not for what I did, but be thou kind to one Who's sick of body and whose heart is wasted all away..? ? ? ? ?
h. The Old Woman, the Merchant and the King dcccxcvi.Presently, the mother of the two boys, finding that they tarried from her, went searching
for them, till she came to the ship and fell to saying, 'Who hath seen two boys of mine? Their fashion is thus and thus and their age thus and thus.'
When they heard her words, they said, 'This is the description of the two boys who were drowned in the sea but now.' Their mother heard and fell
to calling on them and saying, 'Alas, my anguish for your loss, O my sons! Where was the eye of your father this day, that it might have seen you?'
Then one of the crew questioned her, saying, 'Whose wife art thou?' And she answered, 'I am the wife of such an one the merchant. I was on my
way to him, and there hath befallen me this calamity.' When the merchant heard her speech, he knew her and rising to his feet, rent his clothes and
buffeted his head and said to his wife, 'By Allah, I have destroyed my children with mine own hand! This is the end of whoso looketh not to the
issues of affairs.' Then he fell a-wailing and weeping over them, he and his wife, and he said, 'By Allah, I shall have no ease of my life, till I light
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upon news of them!' And he betook himself to going round about the sea, in quest of them, but found them not..The Khalif marvelled at my speech
and said, 'How great is this king! Indeed, his letter testifieth of him; and as for the magnificence of his dominion, thou hast acquainted us with that
which thou hast seen; so, by Allah, he hath been given both wisdom and dominion.' Then he bestowed on me largesse and dismissed me, so I
returned to my house and paid the poor-rate (216) and gave alms and abode in my former easy and pleasant case, forgetting the grievous stresses I
had suffered. Yea, I cast out from my heart the cares of travel and traffic and put away travail from my thought and gave myself up to eating and
drinking and pleasure and delight.".When it was eventide, the king summoned the vizier and bade him tell the [promised] story, "Hearkening and
obedience," answered he. "Know, O king, that.When the prefect saw this, he said, "By Allah, the captain is excused!" Then my comrades came
round about me and sprinkled water on my face, [till I came to myself,] when I arose and accosting the Cadi, who was covered with confusion, said
to him, "Thou seest that suspicion is fallen on thee, and indeed this affair is no light matter, for that this woman's family will assuredly not sit down
under her loss." Therewith the Cadi's heart quaked and he knew that the suspicion had reverted upon him, wherefore his colour paled and his limbs
smote together; and he paid of his own money, after the measure of that which he had lost, so we would hush up the matter for him. (106) Then we
departed from him in peace, whilst I said in myself, "Indeed, the woman deceived me not.".So Kemeriyeh cried out to an Afrit of the Afrits and a
calamity of the calamities, (240) by name El Ased et Teyyar, (241) and said to him, 'Go with my message to the Crescent Mountain, the
abiding-place of Meimoun the Sworder, and enter in to him and salute him in my name and say to him, "How canst thou be assured for thyself, O
Meimoun? (242) Couldst thou find none on whom to vent thy drunken humour and whom to maltreat save Tuhfeh, more by token that she is a
queen? But thou art excused, for that thou didst this not but of thine intoxication, and the Shekh Aboultawaif pardoneth thee, for that thou wast
drunken. Indeed, thou hast outraged his honour; but now restore her to her palace, for that she hath done well and favoured us and done us service,
and thou knowest that she is presently our queen. Belike she may bespeak Queen Es Shuhba, whereupon the matter will be aggravated and that
wherein there is no good will betide. Indeed, thou wilt get no tittle of profit [from this thine enterprise]; verily, I give thee good counsel, and so
peace be on thee!"'.When the two kings saw that woman's fashion and how she circumvented the Afrit, who had lodged her at the bottom of the
sea, they turned back to their kingdoms and the younger betook himself to Samarcand, whilst the elder returned to China and established unto
himself a custom in the slaughter of women, to wit, his vizier used to bring him a girl every night, with whom he lay that night, and when he arose
in the morning, he gave her to the vizier and bade him put her to death. On this wise he abode a great while, whilst the people murmured and the
creatures [of God] were destroyed and the commons cried out by reason of that grievous affair whereinto they were fallen and feared the wrath of
God the Most High, dreading lest He should destroy them by means of this. Still the king persisted in that fashion and in that his blameworthy
intent of the killing of women and the despoilment of the curtained ones, (159) wherefore the girls sought succour of God the Most High and
complained to Him of the tyranny of the king and of his oppressive dealing with them..At eventide the king sat [in his privy sitting-chamber] and
sending for the vizier, said to him, "Tell me the story of the fuller and his wife." "With all my heart," answered the vizier. So he came forward and
said, "Know, O king of the age, that.50. Ibrahim ben el Mehdi and the Merchant's Sister Night ccxlvi.Presently, up came a horseman in quest of
water, so he might water his horse. He saw the woman and she was pleasing in his sight; so he said to her, 'Arise, mount with me and I will take
thee to wife and entreat thee kindly.' Quoth she, 'Spare me, so may God spare thee! Indeed, I have a husband.' But he drew his sword and said to
her, 'An thou obey me not, I will smite thee and kill thee.' When she saw his malice, she wrote on the ground in the sand with her finger, saying, 'O
Abou Sabir, thou hast not ceased to be patient, till thy wealth is gone from thee and thy children and [now] thy wife, who was more precious in thy
sight than everything and than all thy wealth, and indeed thou abidest in thy sorrow all thy life long, so thou mayst see what thy patience will profit
thee.' Then the horseman took her, and setting her behind him, went his way..? ? ? ? ? Saying, "Thy fill of union take; no spy is there on us, Whom
we should fear, nor yet reproach our gladness may abate.".Benou Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the, i. 203..82. The Ignorant Man who set up for a
Schoolmaster dclxvii.13. The Wolf and the Fox cxlviii.75. The Imam Abou Yousuf with Haroun er Reshld and Zubeideh ccclxxxviii
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