The Pictish World

THE PICTISH WORLD
AND BOULAC EDITIONS OF THE ARABIC TEXT OF.? ? ? ? ? n. The Man and his Wilful Wife dccccxix.The eunuch fell a-weeping in the pit
and the youth said to him, 'What is this weeping and what shall it profit here?' Quoth the eunuch, 'I weep not for fear of death, but of pity for thee
and the sorriness of thy case and because of thy mother's heart and for that which thou hast suffered of horrors and that thy death should be this
abject death, after the endurance of all manner stresses.' But the youth said, 'That which hath betided me was forewrit to me and that which is
written none hath power to efface; and if my term be advanced, none may avail to defer it.' (136) Then they passed that night and the following day
and the next night and the next day [in the pit], till they were weak with hunger and came near upon death and could but groan feebly..So the old
man put his head forth of the window and called the youth, who came to him from the mosque and sought leave [to enter]. The Muezzin bade him
enter, and when he came in to the damsel, he knew her and she knew him; whereupon he turned back in bewilderment and would have fled; but she
sprang up to him and seized him, and they embraced and wept together, till they fell down on the ground in a swoon. When the old man saw them
in this plight, he feared for himself and fled forth, seeing not the way for drunkenness. His neighbour the Jew met him and said to him, "How
comes it that I see thee confounded?" "How should I not be confounded," answered the old man, "seeing that the damsel who is with me is fallen in
love with the servant of the mosque and they have embraced and fallen down in a swoon? Indeed, I fear lest the Khalif come to know of this and be
wroth with me; so tell me thou what is to be done in this wherewith I am afflicted of the affair of this damsel." Quoth the Jew, "For the nonce, take
this casting-bottle of rose-water and go forth-right and sprinkle them therewith. If they be aswoon for this their foregathering and embracement,
they will come to themselves, and if otherwise, do thou flee.".146. The Lovers of Bassora dcxciii.Thereupon the folk all cried out, saying, 'We
accept him to king over us!' And they did him suit and service and gave him joy of the kingship. So the preachers preached in his name (76) and the
poets praised him; and he lavished gifts upon the troops and the officers of his household and overwhelmed them with favours and bounties and
was prodigal to the people of justice and equitable dealings and goodly usance and polity. When he had accomplished this much of his desire, he
caused bring forth the cook and his household to the divan, but spared the old woman who had tended him, for that she had been the cause of his
deliverance. Then they assembled them all without the town and he tormented the cook and those who were with him with all manner of torments,
after which he put him to death on the sorriest wise and burning him with fire, scattered his ashes abroad in the air..? ? ? ? ? a. The Lackpenny and
the Cook cclxxiii.When the night darkened on her, she called him to mind and her heart clave to him and sleep visited her not; and on this wise she
abode days and nights, till she sickened and abstained from food. So her lord went in to her and said to her, "O Sitt el Milah, how findest thou
thyself?" "O my lord," answered she, "I am dead without recourse and I beseech thee to bring me my shroud, so I may look on it before my death."
Therewithal he went out from her, sore concerned for her, and betook himself to a friend of his, a draper, who had been present on the day when the
damsel was cried [for sale]. Quoth his friend to him, "Why do I see thee troubled?" And he answered, "Sitt el Milah is at the point of death and
these three days she hath neither eaten nor drunken. I questioned her to-day of her case and she said, 'O my lord, buy me a shroud, so I may look on
it before my death.'" Quoth the draper, "Methinks nought ails her but that she is enamoured of the young Damascene and I counsel thee to mention
his name to her and avouch to her that he hath foregathered with thee on her account and is desirous of coming to thy house, so he may hear
somewhat of her singing. If she say, 'I reck not of him, for there is that to do with me which distracteth me from the Damascene and from other
than he,' know that she saith sooth concerning her sickness; but, if she say to thee other than this, acquaint me therewith.'".? ? ? ? ? Yet thou
repaidst me with constraint, rigour and perfidy, To which no lover might himself on any wise resign..4. The Three Apples lxix.1. The Merchant and
the Genie i.96. Adi ben Zeid and the Princess Hind ccccv.So saying, he left him and went away, whereupon up came the three other sharpers, the
comrades of him of the ass, and said to the money-changer, 'God requite thee for us with good, for that thou hast bought him! How can we requite
thee!' Quoth he, 'I will not sell him but for ten thousand dirhems.' When they heard this, they returned to the ass and fell again to examining him
and handling him. Then said they to the money-changer, 'We were mistaken in him. This is not the ass we sought and he is not worth more than
half a score paras to us.' Then they left him and offered to go away, whereat the money-changer was sore chagrined and cried out at their speech,
saying, 'O folk, ye besought me to buy him for you and now I have bought him, ye say, "We were deceived [in him], and he is not worth more than
ten paras to us."' Quoth they, 'We supposed that in him was that which we desired; but, behold, in him is the contrary of that which we want; and
indeed he hath a default, for that he is short of back.' And they scoffed at him and went away from him and dispersed..Then she came down from
the tree and rent her clothes and said, 'O villain, if these be thy dealings with me before my eyes, how dost thou when thou art absent from me?'
Quoth he, 'What aileth thee?' and she said, 'I saw thee swive the woman before my very eyes.' 'Not so, by Allah!' cried he. 'But hold thy peace till I
go up and see.' So he climbed the tree and no sooner did he begin to do so than up came the lover [from his hiding-place] and taking the woman by
the legs, [fell to swiving her]. When the husband came to the top of the tree, he looked and beheld a man swiving his wife. So he said, 'O strumpet,
what doings are these?' And he made haste to come down from the tree to the ground; [but meanwhile the lover had returned to his hiding- place]
and his wife said to him, 'What sawest thou?' 'I saw a man swive thee,' answered he; and she said, 'Thou liest; thou sawest nought and sayst this but
of conjecture.'.27. The Khalif Hisham and the Arab Youth cclxxi.Thereupon the folk all prostrated themselves and gave one another joy of this and
the drums of good tidings beat before him, and he entered the city [and went on] till he came to the House of Justice and the audience-hall of the
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palace and sat down on the throne of the kingdom, with the crown on his head; whereupon the folk came in to him to give him joy and offer up
prayers for him. Then he addressed himself, after his wont in the kingship, to ordering the affairs of the folk and ranging the troops according to
their ranks and looking into their affairs and those of all the people. Moreover, he released those who were in the prisons and abolished the customs
dues and gave dresses of honour and bestowed gifts and largesse and conferred favours on the amirs and viziers and dignitaries, and the
chamberlains and deputies presented themselves before him and did him homage. So the people of the city rejoiced in him and said, 'Indeed this is
none other than a king of the greatest of the kings.'.Then he turned to the viziers and said to them, "Out on ye! What liars ye are! What excuse is
left you?" "O king," answered they, "there abideth no excuse for us and our sin hath fallen upon us and broken us in pieces. Indeed we purposed
evil to this youth and it hath reverted upon us, and we plotted mischief against him and it hath overtaken us; yea, we digged a pit for him and have
fallen ourselves therein." So the king bade hoist up the viziers upon the gibbets and crucify them there, for that God is just and ordaineth that which
is right. Then Azadbekht and his wife and son abode in joyance and contentment, till there came to them the Destroyer of Delights and they died
all; and extolled be the perfection of the [Ever-]Living One, who dieth not, to whom be glory and whose mercy be upon us for ever and ever!
Amen..Husband, The Credulous, i. 270..Ill Effects of Precipitation, Of the, i. 98..Galen heard that which he avouched of his understanding and it
was certified unto him and established in his mind that the man was a skilled physician of the physicians of the Persians and [he said in himself],
'Except he had confidence in his knowledge and were minded to confront me and contend with me, he had not sought the door of my house neither
spoken that which he hath spoken.' And concern gat hold upon Galen and doubt. Then he looked out upon (21) the weaver and addressed himself to
see what he should do, whilst the folk began to flock to him and set out to him their ailments, and he would answer them thereof [and prescribe for
them], hitting the mark one while and missing it another, so that there appeared unto Galen of his fashion nothing whereby his mind might be
assured that he had formed a just opinion of his skill..Tai, En Numan and the Arab of the Benou. i. 203..There was once an Arab of [high] rank and
[goodly] presence, a man of exalted generosity and magnanimity, and he had brethren, with whom he consorted and caroused, and they were wont
to assemble by turns in each other's houses. When it came to his turn, he made ready in his house all manner goodly and pleasant meats and dainty
drinks and exceeding lovely flowers and excellent fruits, and made provision of all kinds of instruments of music and store of rare apothegms and
marvellous stories and goodly instances and histories and witty anedotes and verses and what not else, for there was none among those with whom
he was used to company but enjoyed this on every goodly wise, and in the entertainment he had provided was all whereof each had need. Then he
sallied forth and went round about the city, in quest of his friends, so he might assemble them; but found none of them in his house..So he was
concerned with an exceeding concern for his lack of travel and discovered this to his father, who said to him, "O my son, why do I see thee
chagrined?" And he answered, "I would fain travel." Quoth Aboulhusn, "O my son, none travelleth save those whose occasion is urgent and those
who are compelled thereunto [by need]. As for thee, O my son, thou enjoyest ample fortune; so do thou content thyself with that which God hath
given thee and be bounteous [unto others], even as He hath been bounteous unto thee; and afflict not thyself with the toil and hardship of travel, for
indeed it is said that travel is a piece of torment." (5) But the youth said, "Needs must I travel to Baghdad, the abode of peace.".Fourteenth Officer's
Story, The, ii. 183..I swear by his life, yea, I swear by the life of my love without peer, iii. 21..? ? ? ? ? "How many a cup with bitterness
o'erflowing have I quaffed! I make my moan of woes, whereat it boots not to repine."
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